NOTIFICATION OF STUDENTS’ UNION REFERENDUM

A Students’ Union referendum shall take place, via Queen’s Online, between 8.00 a.m. on Monday 9 May 2011 and 5.00 p.m. on Thursday 12 May 2011 in order to ratify the following amendments to the Students’ Union Constitution and its Rules; these were approved by the Students’ Union Council during its 2010-11 session.

Ratification 1

Proposal to create Constitutional Rule 10 (Equality and Diversity Policy), as outlined within Schedule 1.
Ratification 2 
Removal of the current Constitutional Rule 6, Section 1.6, to be replaced with:

“All forms of gaming, for money or substitutes for money, are strictly forbidden within the premises of the Students’ Union, with the exception of gaming for substitutes of money for charitable purposes.  Any gaming for charitable purposes within the premises of the Students' Union shall require the approval of the Executive Management Committee.”
Ratification 3
Proposal to implement a series of proposed amendments to Constitutional Rule 8 (Societies), as outlined within Schedule 2.

Ratification 4
Proposal to amend Constitutional Rule 1, Section 4.4 (governing the staging of Students’ Union Referenda), to read:

“The Referendum must begin within 12 clear days from the receipt of the Referendum Petition, but no earlier than 8 clear days from the receipt of the Referendum Petition, and can last no longer than 10 working days (excluding Saturday and Sunday).”
Ratification 5
Proposal to amend Constitutional Rule 7, Section 1.8.3 (governing the questioning of Officers at Meetings of the Students’ Union Council), to read:

“A question must be professionally relevant to the Students’ Union, and shall be addressed to an Officer of the Union, a member of the Executive Management Committee or the Chairperson or any Secretary of any Committee of the Council.”
Ratification 6
Proposal to amend the section of Constitutional Rule 7 governing the tabling of questions at Meetings of the Students’ Union Council, by inserting the following as Section 1.8.4:

“Notwithstanding the provisions contained within 1.8.1, any Proposer and / or Seconder of a tabled question may request that his / her name shall not be published.  In such circumstances, the Union Speaker shall read out the tabled question and the right to any supplementary question shall be waived.

In such an instance, the question must first be ‘put’ to Council.  Any student may object to the question and shall be given three minutes to speak against the question being asked.  Any student can speak in favour of the question being asked and shall be given three minutes to speak.  There can only be one speech objecting and one in favour.  The question will be ‘put’ if this is passed by a simple majority of a quorate Council Meeting.” 

Ratification 7
Proposal to implement a series of proposed amendments to Constitutional Rule 4, Appendix 1 (Student Officer Protocol), as outlined within Schedule 3.
