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QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

A Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 15 March 2005 in the Snack Bar, Students’ Union.



Present:


Mr Robert Mann (Union Speaker, in the Chair)





Ms Alison Brooker (Open)





Mr Daniel Brown (Humanities 2)





Mr Eamonn Campbell (LSES 2)





Mr Robert Carlin (Science & Agriculture 2)





Mr David Cather (Engineering 3)





Ms Susan Fitzpatrick (LSES 2)





Mr Chris Gaskin (Student Community Action Officer)





Mr Rodney Gilmour (Humanities 2)





Mr Andrew Gowan (LSES 2)





Mr Edward Hanna (Humanities 1)





Mr David Hart (Postgraduate)





Ms Jennifer Hill (LSES 1)





Mr Mark Hill (Science & Agriculture 1)





Mr Patrick Hughes (Deputy President)

Mr Stephen Irwin (Engineering 1)

Mr Christopher Loughlin (Open)

Ms Jeannie McCann (LSES 1)

Ms Maria McCloskey (Union President)





Ms Joanne McCracken (Humanities 1)

Mr Patrick McGuigan (Engineering 3)

Ms Sinead McGuinness (Science & Agriculture 3)

Mr David McKeown (LSES 2)

Mr Paul Mulligan (LSES 2)

Mr Ruairi Murphy (LSES 1)

Mr John O’Doherty (Science & Agriculture 1)

Mr Peter Quinn (Vice-President Education)

Mr Alan Roulston (LSES 3)

Mr Patrick Savage (LSES 2)

Ms Natalie Simpson (Humanities 2)

Mr Sean Smyth (Humanities 1)

Ms Naomi Watson (LSES 1)
In Attendance:


Mr Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Acting Secretary)
The Union Speaker declared the meeting to be quorate and called Council to order.

1.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received from the following members of the Council:




Mr Graham Barton (LSES 2)




Mr Andrew Charles (Open)




Mr Eoin Cleland (Engineering 3)




Mr Joel Fulton (Science & Agriculture 3)




Ms Noeleen Higgins (LSES 3)




Ms Kathryn Lonergan (LSES 2)




Mr David Maxwell (LSES 3)




Mr Kevin McGourty (Vice-President Clubs & Services)




Ms Grainne Tally (LSES 3)
2.
COMMITTEE SERVICING

The Union Speaker reported that it had been decided to invite Mr Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, Students’ Union) to provide committee servicing support to the Students’ Union.  It was noted that Mr Doherty would only be producing minutes of meetings of the Students’ Union Council until further notice.

The Council indicated its satisfaction with these new arrangements.

3.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The Union Speaker reported that the minutes of the February 2005 Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council were currently unavailable.

Mr Mann stated that Mr Kevin McGourty (Vice-President of Clubs and Services) had undertaken to produce the meetings of the meeting in question but he had regrettably been involved in an accident on 14 March 2005 and, as a result of this unfortunate occurrence, the minutes of the February meeting were not available for distribution at this time.

Mr Mann expressed the hope that the February 2005 minutes would be made available by Mr McGourty in advance of the April 2005 Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council.

4.
MATTERS ARISING

The Council agreed that, in the absence of the minutes of the previous meeting, it would be appropriate to defer this item of business.

5.
CHAIR’S BUSINESS

There was none.

6.
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS’ REPORTS

The Union President tabled, for information purposes, a written report of her recent activities.  It was agreed that this document (paper SUC/P/05/1) would be attached to the minutes of this meeting.

No further written Executive Officer Reports were tabled at this time.

Mr Patrick Hughes (Deputy President) apologised to Council for his failure to produce a written report.  He stated that he would ensure that a copy of this report would be posted to all members of Council prior to the April 2005 Statutory Meeting.

Mr Peter Quinn (Vice-President Education) apologised to Council for his failure to produce a written report.  He stated that he would ensure that a copy of this report would be posted to all members of Council prior to the April 2005 Statutory Meeting.

Mr Chris Gaskin (Student Community Action Officer) apologised to Council for his failure to produce a written report.  He stated that he would ensure that a copy of this report would be posted to all members of Council prior to the April 2005 Statutory Meeting.

7. QUESTIONS

7.1  
To The Union President
7.1.1
How do you respond to comments made by the Deputy President at the last Council Meeting that he had no faith in you, in your role as President?


Proposer:
David McKeown (LSES 2) 


Seconder:
Patrick McGuigan (Engineering 3)

The Union President stated that, throughout her time as a sabbatical officer since July 2003, her primary concern has been that of defending the interests of all of the students of the University.  Ms McCloskey further stated that she believes that she has carried out this role to the best of her ability and that it is unfortunate that she does not have the support of the Deputy President.

There was no follow-up question from either the proposer or the seconder of the original question.

7.1.2
Do you feel that these comments show that he [the Deputy President]
is out of touch with the student body given the recent election results?


Proposer:
David McKeown (LSES 2)


Seconder:
Patrick McGuigan (Engineering 3)

The Union President stated that the unfortunate fact that she does not enjoy the support of the Deputy President has naturally hindered progress in many areas where the Students’ Union could provide collective and effective leadership, for the benefit of the entire student body of the University.  Ms McCloskey refused to be drawn on the significance or otherwise of the recent sabbatical election results. 

There was no follow-up question from either the proposer or the seconder of the original question.

7.2 To The Vice-President Clubs & Services
7.2.1
Does the Clubs & Services Officer think that is an adequate use of his working day as a paid officer of the Union to canvass for a Students’ Union presidential candidate on election day?


Proposer:
Andrew Charles (Open)


Seconder:
Graham Barton (LSES 2)

As the Vice-President Clubs and Services was not present, the Union Speaker indicated that Mr McGourty would be required to post a written answer to the tabled question on the appropriate noticeboard within the required period of time stipulated within the Students’ Union Constitution.

7.2.2
What aid and assistance is given by the Union and its officer to charitable clubs and societies such as SWOT?


Proposer:
Roger Stewart (Medicine 2)


Seconder:
Andrew Charles (Open)

As the Vice-President Clubs and Services was not present, the Union Speaker indicated that Mr McGourty would be required to post a written answer to the tabled question on the appropriate noticeboard within the required period of time stipulated within the Students’ Union Constitution.

7.3
To The Vice-President Welfare
7.3.1 Does the University Health Centre Forum still exist?

Proposer:
Roger Stewart (Medicine 2)

Seconder:
Andrew Charles (Open)

As the Vice-President Welfare was not present, the Union Speaker indicated that Mr Conor Greene would be required to post a written answer to the tabled question on the appropriate noticeboard within the required period of time stipulated within the Students’ Union Constitution.

On a point of order, Mr Patrick Savage (LSES 2) indicated that he had submitted a question within the stipulated timeframe in advance of this meeting, but the question had not appeared on the agenda of the meeting.

Mr Patrick Hughes (Deputy President) confirmed that he recalled receiving a written question from Mr Savage within the required timeframe.  The Union Speaker instructed Mr Hughes to ensure that Mr Savage’s question was included on the agenda for the April 2005 Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council.

8.
MOTIONS

8.1 
Motion (a)
The Students’ Union Council noted that, with the agreement of both the proposer and the seconder of the original motion (a), this motion was amended and the motion to be considered by Council was as follows:

AMENDED MOTION BEGINS

We, the Students’ Union Council of Queen’s University Belfast, support the calls for justice for the family of Robert McCartney.

Furthermore, we call on all students who can assist the family of Robert McCartney to do so.  We further call on any student who has any information to go to the relevant authority that they feel most comfortable with.

We reiterate our support for the family and call on any student who can help the family to do so.

Proposer:
Chris Gaskin (Student Community Action Officer)

Seconder:
Micheal Boyle (Engineering 2)

Mr Gaskin spoke for the motion.  

Mr Gaskin stated that this was not a party political motion and, as such, should receive support from all interest groups represented within the Students’ Union Council.  He further stated that the issue highlighted by the motion was important to the students of the University, as he was aware of at least one relative of the McCartney family who is currently studying at Queen’s University.

Mr Sean Smyth (Humanities 1) proposed, under Section 1.9.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, that this motion ‘now be put’.  Mr Gaskin seconded this proposal, which was passed by Council.

The motion was clearly passed.

8.2  
Motion (b)
This Council condemns both the extortionate rates charged for printing in the University and the poor quality of printing equipment within the computer rooms.  Council calls upon University officials to give this matter their immediate attention.

Proposer:
John O’Doherty (Science and Agriculture 1)

Seconder:
David McKeown (LSES 2)

Mr O’Doherty formally proposed the motion.

There were no speakers for, against or on the motion.

The motion was clearly passed.

8.3
Motion (c)
This Council condemns the attempt by the current Union leadership of the University of Jerusalem, Israel, to repress the Student Social Front Group’s campaign for the Students’ Union Executive elections.

This Council condemns the undemocratic tactics that the Union leadership has used against the Student Social Front, such as the banning of meetings, censoring of material and the sacking of a member of the group from his 

part-time job on campus, in order to intimidate the group and hinder their election campaign.

This Council supports the Student Social Front’s work in fighting against cuts in services, tuition fees and racism, as well as their successful campaign to improve workers’ conditions on campus and their fight for free, quality education, provision of employment for students and democratic, accountable control of the Students’ Union.

This Council calls on the Students’ Union Executive Committee of Queen’s University Belfast to send a letter of protest to the Dean of Students at the University of Jerusalem and newspapers in the area, calling for an end to all interference with the Student Social Front’s election campaign and all of their other activities, and stressing support for the goals of the Student Social Front.

Proposer:
Ruairi Murphy (LSES 1)

Seconder:
Chris Laughlin (Open)

Mr Murphy spoke for the motion.

Mr Murphy stated that the Student Social Front have been attempting to stand for elections at the University of Jerusalem, but their election campaigning work has been unfairly undermined.  He further stated that the Student Social Front is demanding a 50% fees reduction for students at the University of Jerusalem.

Mr Murphy stated that the Student Social Front is attempting to make the Students’ Union at the University of Jerusalem more accountable by, for example, requesting transparency with regard to the payment of salaries and expenses to Students’ Union officials.  He asked Council to show solidarity with the Student Social Front and he stated that he would be happy to assist with the preparation of letters, in the event of the motion being passed.

Mr David Cather (Engineering 3) spoke on the motion.

Mr Cather stated that he has sympathy for the Student Social Front and he pointed out that the level of intimidation that they are being subjected to is greater than that experienced by certain groups within Queen’s University Belfast Students’ Union.

Mr Cather stated that electoral systems within students’ unions should ensure that elected bodies are entirely representative of the expressed wishes of the student memberships. 

There were no further speakers for, against or on the motion.

The motion was clearly passed.

8.4
Motion (d)
Mr Chris Gaskin (Student Communication Action Officer) proposed that the business of Council be suspended for a period of five minutes, in order to give consideration to the constitutional implications of permitting donations to charities or good causes that fall outside the remit of the Rag organisation.

Mr David McKeown (LSES 2) seconded this proposal, which was passed by Council.

Following the agreed suspension, the Students’ Union Council noted that, with the agreement of the proposer of the original motion (d), this motion was amended and the motion to be considered by Council was as follows:

AMENDED MOTION

We, the Students’ Union Council, call upon Queen’s University Belfast Students’ Union to make a donation of £250 to the Sri Lankan Free Trade Union Movement (FTUM), if the Students’ Union Constitution so permits.

Council notes that 77 of the FTUM members’ houses were washed away and this much-needed money will go towards providing food and cement bags for its members to restart their lives.  FTUM draws members from both Singhalese and Tamil-speaking communities.  Money will be sent by President or Vice-President before 20 April 2005.  Cheque made payable to: Free Trade Union Centre, 44/10 Pittchamal Watta, Nawala Road, Colombo 5, Sri Lanka.

Proposer:
Chris Loughlin (Open)

Seconder:
Ruairi Murphy (LSES 1)

Mr Loughlin formally proposed the motion.

Mr Sean Smyth (Humanities 1) spoke for the motion.

Mr Smyth thanked the proposer and seconder for bringing forward this important motion.  He stated that the Students’ Union should consider holding a fundraising event, in addition to making a donation to this worthwhile cause.

Mr David McKeown (LSES 2) spoke against the motion.

Mr McKeown stated that he was concerned that the passing of this motion might lead to an influx of similar requests for financial assistance.  He stated that such a development could only damage the good work of the Rag organisation. 

Mr McKeown indicated that he was broadly supportive of the fundraising event that Mr Smyth had suggested, but he was concerned that it could be viewed as a dangerous precedent.

Mr Patrick Savage (LSES 2) spoke on the motion.

Mr Savage stated that, whilst he supported the motion in general, he was concerned that many clubs and societies at Queen’s University Belfast are underfunded.  He further stated that the Students’ Union Constitution prohibits the type of donation requested within the motion.

Mr Chris Loughlin (Open) spoke for the motion.

Mr Loughlin stated that the FTUM is a trade union organisation, as opposed to a charity and, given the fact the Queen’s University Belfast Students’ Union is a sister union, it is entirely appropriate for the motion to be passed.  He further stated that a representative of the FTUM addressed QUB students recently on those issues arising from the tsunami disaster of December 2004.

Ms Maria McCloskey (Union President) spoke on the motion.

Ms McCloskey stated that, whilst she supported the motion in principle, she felt that the proposer and seconder were providing insufficient information.  She further stated that the passing of the motion would undoubtedly result in additional similar requests for financial assistance being submitted.

Ms McCloskey indicated that the seriousness of the tsunami disaster has already been recognised by the Students’ Union in the form of agreement being given to the staging of a fundraising event.  She stated that such recognition could only be given in exceptional circumstances and was felt to be appropriate in the instance, because of the scale of the natural disaster.

There were no further speakers for, against or on the motion.

Voting on the motion was as follows:

Those In Favour:
4

Those Against:
8

The motion was not passed.

8.5
Motion (e)
The following amendment to the original motion was proposed by Mr John O’Doherty (Science and Agriculture 1) and seconded by Patrick McGuigan (Engineering 3):

AMENDMENT BEGINS

Remove the term “Protestant and Catholic communities” and replace with “all communities”.

AMENDMENT ENDS

Mr Sean Smyth (Humanities 1) spoke for the amendment.

Mr Smyth stated that the Students’ Union should write to the McCartney family in order to express support and solidarity with their campaign for justice.  He further stated that the McCartney family has shown great dignity and he made reference to the brutal nature of the killing of Robert McCartney.

There were no further speeches for, against or on the amendment.

The amendment was clearly passed.

AMENDED MOTION

This Council fully and unconditionally supports the family of murdered Robert McCartney in their struggle for justice.  We call on those with any information which may lead to the murderers of Robert McCartney facing justice to come forward to make statements.  We also call for a complete end to the intimidation of witnesses.

This Council pledges to mobilise students in support of the McCartney family at any future public events organised by the family.  This Council calls for all communities to unite against paramilitaries’ attempts to control working class communities.

Proposer:
John O’Doherty (Science and Agriculture 1)

Seconder:
Patrick McGuigan (Engineering 3)


Mr O’Doherty formally proposed the motion.

There were no speeches for, against or on the motion.

The motion was clearly passed.

9.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

9.1
Absence of minutes of statutory February 2005 meeting of Council
In response to a question from Mr David McKeown (LSES 2), the Union Speaker indicated that it was his understanding that the requested minutes were unavailable as a result of an accident involving the Students’ Union’s Vice-President Clubs and Services.

9.2
Unanswered questions to members of Executive Committee 

In response to a question from Mr David McKeown (LSES 2), the Deputy President indicated that a financial statement of Union activities would be attached to the minutes of the statutory March 2005 meeting of Council (paper SUC/P/05/2). 

10.
EMERGENCY MOTION

Mr Chris Gaskin (Student Community Action Officer) proposed, under Section 1.10.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, that standing orders be suspended to enable the discussion of a motion of extreme urgency.  This proposal was seconded by Peter Quinn (Vice-President Education).

EMERGENCY MOTION BEGINS

We call upon every student at Queen’s University Belfast to oppose any attempt to attack the integrity and independence of the Students’ Union by the University.  We call for all students to unite under the campaign of “Save Our Union”.

Proposer:
Chris Gaskin (Student Community Action Officer)

Seconder:
Peter Quinn (Vice-President Education)

Voting on the proposal to suspend standing orders was as follows:

Those In Favour:
18

Those Against:
11

Abstentions:

  1

The proposal to suspend standing orders required a two-thirds majority and was not passed.

11.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Union Speaker announced that the next meeting of the Students’ Union Council shall take place on the evening of Wednesday 20 April 2005.


DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to Students’ Union Council  

