






SUC/M/06/2
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

A Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 21 February 2006 in the Snack Bar, Students’ Union.



Present:


Mr Ben Preston (Union President, in the Chair)




Mr Philip Allister





Mr Graham Barton (Postgraduate Students’ Officer)





Mr Robert Carlin (Science & Agriculture 3)




Mr Christopher Gaskin (LSES 3)




Mr Rodney Gilmour





Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Open First Year)





Ms Jennifer Hill





Mr Gavin Howell (LSES 2)





Mr Gareth Keating (Vice President Education)




Mr Stephen Martin (LSES 3)





Mr Patrick McAleer (Medicine 3)





Mr Kevin McGourty (Vice President Clubs & Services)





Ms Sinead McGuinness (Women’s Officer)




Mr Gregory McLarnon





Mr Peter Quinn (Deputy President)





Mr Richard Reid





Mr Brian Roulston





Mr Patrick Savage





Ms Lynn Simpson (Humanities 1)





Ms Sharon Simpson (Science & Agriculture 2)





Mr David Smyth (Mature Students’ Officer)





Mr Graeme Smyth





Mr Jonathan Stevenson





Mr Roger Stewart (Medicine 3)
In Attendance:


Mr Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Acting Secretary)
44.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received from the following members of the Council:




Mr Andrew Charles (LSES 3)




Mr John Glenn (Medicine 3)
45.
FORMATION OF QUORUM

The Union President stated that, under Section 1.3.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, one-quarter of the total elected membership of the Council shall form a quorum.  Mr Preston further stated that twenty-eight members of the Council would therefore have to be present in order that the meeting be quorate.

Mr Preston, under section 1.3.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, permitted the designated twenty minute period for a quorum to be formed and, when it became clear that fewer than twenty-eight members of the Council were present, he declared the meeting inquorate and adjourned business for the evening.

Mr Preston stated that the following items of business could not be considered at this time:

BYE-ELECTION
For the vacant position of Union Speaker.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 1

Constitutional Amendment regarding Elections to the Council:


Delete:
Rule 2, Section 7, Sub-Section 7.1


Replace with:


7.1
Student Members not following a postgraduate course may offer themselves as candidates and exercise the right to vote in the following constituencies:



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 1



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 2



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 3



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 4



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 0



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 1



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 2



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 3



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 0



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 1



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 2



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 3



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 5



Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)



Seconder:
Peter Quinn (Deputy President)
RULE AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Clubs and Societies)


Amend:

Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University Ice Hockey Club

Proposer:
N. Bell

Seconder:
R. Logan

RULE AMENDMENT 2 (regarding Clubs and Societies)

Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University ‘Abundant Life Student Society’

Proposer:
Vincent Koo (19503412)

Seconder:
Rachel Yew Wern (11672048)


MOTION 1
This Council requests that the Vice President Clubs and Services (VPCS) carries out a review of the way in which clubs and societies are funded by this Union.

Further, this Council requests that the findings of this review along with any rule changes deemed necessary be presented by the VPCS to Council by no later than the final Statutory Meeting of this academic year.


Proposer:
Roger Stewart (15298035)


Seconder:
Andrew Charles (12257036)


MOTION 2
This Council, being concerned that a durable and exclusively democratic basis is established for political progress, commends the International Monitoring Commission in withstanding pressure from the British and Irish Governments to produce a report which properly exposed ongoing paramilitary activity.

Council condemns the failure of the IRA to fully decommission and desist from criminal activity, intelligence gathering and the exiling of citizens.

Council further condemns ongoing illegal activities by loyalist paramilitaries.

Proposer:
Philip Allister (12153052)

Seconder:
Jonny Stevenson (16350014)

46.
REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE



The following reports were tabled for information purposes:

Report of the Union President (SUC/P/06/4)

Report of the Deputy President (SUC/P/06/5)

Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/06/6)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/06/7)


Report of the Women’s Officer (SUC/P/06/8)


Report of the Postgraduate Students’ Officer (SUC/P/06/9)


Report of the Student Community Action Officer (SUC/P/06/10)
47.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The Chair announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council would take place on Tuesday 14 March 2006 at 6.00 p.m. in the Students’ Union.

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to Students’ Union Council  

