






SUC/M/06/1
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

A Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 31 January 2006 in the Snack Bar, Students’ Union.



Present:


Mr Ben Preston (Union President, in the Chair)





Ms Alice Bryant (Medicine 1)





Mr Robert Carlin (Science & Agriculture 3)





Mr Alan Cooper (Engineering 3)





Ms Linnea Eden (Postgraduate)





Mr Christopher Gaskin (LSES 3)





Mr Christopher Goodfellow (Open)





Mr Jonathan Hadley (Medicine 1)





Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Open First Year)





Mr Gavin Howell (LSES 2)





Mr Gareth Keating (Vice President Education)





Mr Seamus Laverty (Open)





Mr Stephen Martin (LSES 3)





Mr Patrick McAleer (Medicine 3)





Mr Kevin McGourty (Vice President Clubs & Services)





Ms Sinead McGuinness (Women’s Officer)





Mr Scott Moore (Humanities 1)





Mr Cormac O Coileain (Postgraduate)





Mr Peter Quinn (Deputy President)





Ms Lynn Simpson (Humanities 1)





Ms Sharon Simpson (Science & Agriculture 2)





Mr David Smyth (Mature Students’ Officer)





Mr Roger Stewart (Medicine 3)





Mr Paul Taggart (Open First Year)

In Attendance:


Mr Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Acting Secretary)
40.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received from the following members of the Council:




Mr Philip Abraham (Humanities 1)

Mr Wesley Brown (LSES 1)

Mr Jonathan Campbell (Humanities 3)

Mr Andrew Charles (LSES 3)




Mr David Ennis (Union Speaker)




Mr David McCarthy (Postgraduate)




Ms Anne McGrady (LSES 2)




Ms Bronagh McKay (Medicine 3)




Ms Shauna Moss (Open)
41.
FORMATION OF QUORUM

The Union President stated that, under Section 1.3.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, one-quarter of the total elected membership of the Council shall form a quorum.  Mr Preston further stated that twenty-eight members of the Council would therefore have to be present in order that the meeting be quorate.

Mr Preston, under section 1.3.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, permitted the designated twenty minute period for a quorum to be formed and, when it became clear that fewer than twenty-eight members of the Council were present, he declared the meeting inquorate and adjourned business for the evening.

Mr Preston stated that the following items of business could not be considered at this time:

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

Constitutional Amendment regarding Elections to the Council:


Delete:
Rule 2, Section 7, Sub-Section 7.1


Replace with:


7.1
Student Members not following a postgraduate course may offer themselves as candidates and exercise the right to vote in the following constituencies:



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 1



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 2



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 3



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 4



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 0



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 1



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 2



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 3



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 0



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 1



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 2



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 3



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 5



Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)



Seconder:
Peter Quinn (Deputy President)

QUESTIONS

To all members of the Executive Committee
1.
Would the officer agree that the British Army (OTC) has the right to organise and recruit on the campus of QUB, as so many other organisations do?



Proposer:
Gavin Howell (13777041)



Seconder:
Graeme Smyth (16029046)

2.
Would the officer agree that members of Queen’s Officer Training Corps have the right to study at this University without any emphasis being put on their membership of such an organisation?



Proposer:
Gavin Howell (13777041)


Seconder:
Graeme Smyth (16029046)


MOTIONS
1.
This Council respects the ‘right’ of all Students’ Union employees (including sabbatical and non-sabbatical officers) to hold a political opinion and to take part in political activity that does not affect the performance of their duties.


Proposer:
Patrick Savage (15110036)



Seconder:
Chris Gaskin (12904031)

2. Ag aithin 90 Bliain Fhogra Neamhspeachas na hEireann, agus I gcuimhne thirghrathoiri na hEireann, aithnionn an Chomhairle seo an tabhacht ata leis na cuspoiri a dtaobhtar leo ann, ag cur beime ar leith ar an 4u alt ina n-iarrtar ar Eireannaigh a mbeo a thiolacadh do bhaint amach “shaoirese creidimh agus shibhialta, cearta comhionanna agus deiseanna comhionanna da saoranaigh uilig” agus “shonas agus rath an naisiuin iomlain agus a phaireteanna uilig mar an gceanna, beag beann ar na difriochtai a chothaigh rialtos coimhthioch go curamach”.
Natalie Nic Shim – 15182037 a mhol

Greagoir Mac Giolla Earnain – 15003043 a chuidigh

This Council, in acknowledgement of the 90th anniversary of the Irish Proclamation of Independence and in memory of Ireland’s patriot dead recognises the importance of the values espoused therein, with particular emphasis on the 4th paragraph in which Irishmen are called upon to pledge their lives to the pursuit of “religious and civil liberties, equal rights and equal opportunities for all its citizens” and the happiness and prosperity of the whole nation and all of its parts, cherishing all the children of the nation equally, and oblivious of the differences carefully fostered by an alien government”.
Proposer:
Natalie Simpson (15182037)

Seconder:
Gregory McLarnon (15003043)
3. Molann an Chomhairle seo go nglacfaidh an Aontas le polasai 

datheangach (Bearla-Gaeilge), ag teacht leis an bheim ata a cur ar theangacha mionlaigh fud fad na hEorpa agus an domhain.  Mar chuid den pholasai seo, moltar leis seo go dtaispeanfar comharthai datheangacha I bhfoirgneamh an Aontais.

Natalie Nic Shim – 15182037 a mhol

Greagoir Mac Giolla Earnain – 15003043 a chuidigh
This Council proposes that the Union adopt a bilingual policy (English-Irish), in accordance with the emphasis which is being placed on minority languages throughout Europe and the world.  As part of this policy, it is hereby proposed that bilingual signs be displayed in the Union building.
Proposer:
Natalie Simpson (15182037)

Seconder:
Gregory McLarnon (15003043)

42.
REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE



The following reports were tabled for information purposes:


Report of the Union President (SUC/P/06/1)

Report of the Deputy President (SUC/P/06/2)


Report of the Postgraduate Students’ Officer (SUC/P/06/3)

43.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The Chair announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council would take place on Tuesday 21 February 2006 at 6.00 p.m. in the Students’ Union.

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to Students’ Union Council  

