






SUC/M/06/3

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

A Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 14 March 2006 in the Snack Bar, Students’ Union.
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Present:


Mr Ben Preston (Union President, in the Chair)





Mr Philip Abraham (Humanities 1)





Mr Philip Allister (LSES 1)





Mr Graham Barton (Postgraduate Students’ Officer)





Ms Alice Bryant (Medicine 1)





Mr Alan Cooper (Engineering 3)





Mr Niall Corrigan (Medicine 2)





Ms Julie-Ann Crowe (Humanities 1)





Mr Michael Currie (LSES 2)





Mr Mark Dunn (LSES 3)





Mr Christopher Gaskin (LSES 3)





Mr Rodney Gilmour (Humanities 3)





Mr Christopher Goodfellow (Open)





Mr Edward Hanna (Student Community Action Officer)





Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Open First Year)





Mr Gavin Howell (LSES 2)





Mr Stephen Irwin (LSES 1)





Mr Gareth Keating (Vice President Education)





Mr Stephen Martin (LSES 3)





Mr Patrick McAteer (Medicine 3)





Mr Kevin McGourty (Vice President Clubs & Services)





Mr Gregory McLarnon (Science & Agriculture 2)





Ms Rhonda Milligan (Engineering 2)





Mr Scott Moore (Humanities 1)





Mr Peter Quinn (Deputy President)





Mr Richard Reid (Engineering 2)





Mr Brian Roulston (LSES 1)





Mr Patrick Savage (LSES 3)





Ms Lynn Simpson (Humanities 1)





Ms Natalie Simpson (Humanities 2)





Ms Sharon Simpson (Science & Agriculture 2)





Mr David Smyth (Mature Students’ Officer)





Mr Graeme Smyth (LSES 2)





Mr Jonathan Stevenson (Science & Agriculture 3)

In Attendance:


Mr Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Acting Secretary)
48.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received from the following members of the Council:



Mr Wesley Brown (LSES 1)



Mr Andrew Charles (LSES 3)

Mr Robert Davis (Science & Agriculture 1)

Ms Jennifer Hill (LSES 2)

Mr Dermot Keenan (LSES 1)

Ms Shauna Moss (Open)

Mr Roger Stewart (Medicine 3)

Mr Paul Taggart (Open First Year)

49.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS.

The minutes of the Statutory Meeting held on 13 December 2005 (SUC/M/05/6) were accepted as a true and accurate record.

The minutes of the inquorate Meetings of 31 January 2006 (SUC/M/06/1) and 21 February 2006 (SUC/M/06/2) were circulated for information purposes.

50.
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.


There were no matters arising from the above minutes.

51. COMMUNICATIONS.

There were none.

52. BYE ELECTION.

It was noted that David Ennis (Union Speaker) had resigned from his post, thus rendering the position vacant.

The Chair invited nominations for the position of Union Speaker and John Glenn (Medicine 3) was proposed by Jonathan Stevenson (Science and Agriculture 3) and seconded by Gareth Keating (Vice President Education).

There being no further nominations, the Chair duly declared Mr Glenn elected to the post of Union Speaker.  As Mr Glenn was not in attendance, it was agreed that Mr Preston would chair the remainder of the meeting in his absence.

53. ELECTIONS.

The following points were noted:

53.1
elections for the sabbatical positions of Union President and Deputy President took place on a cross-campus basis on Thursday 23 February 2006.

53.2
elections for the sabbatical positions of Vice President Education, Vice President Welfare, and Vice President Clubs and Services took place on a cross-campus basis on Thursday 2 March 2006.

53.3
results have been e-mailed to members of the Students’ Union Council and are also available for consultation on the Students’ Union website (www.qubsu.org).

53.4
further details regarding the above sabbatical elections are available from Brian Heading, Returning Officer (QUB extension 1056 or b.heading@qub.ac.uk).

54.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULE AMENDMENTS.

54.1 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 1 

(regarding Elections to the Council)


Delete:
Rule 2, Section 7, Sub-Section 7.1

and replace with:


7.1
Student Members not following a postgraduate course may offer themselves as candidates and exercise the right to vote in the following constituencies:



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 1



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 2



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 3



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 4



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 0



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 1



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 2



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 3



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 0



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 1



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 2



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 3



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 5



Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)


Seconder:
Peter Quinn (Deputy President)

Council noted with regret that there were not enough members present in order to consider Constitutional Amendments and that, accordingly, this matter of business could not be considered at this time.

54.2
RULE AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Clubs and Societies)


Amend:

Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University Ice Hockey Club

Proposer:
N. Bell

Seconder:
R. Logan

This proposed Rule Amendment was clearly carried.

54.3
A proposal to suspend standing orders – proposed by Kevin McGourty (Vice President Clubs and Services) and seconded by Christopher Gaskin (LSES) – failed to attract the two-thirds majority of those members of Council present and voting.

54.4
RULE AMENDMENT 2 (regarding Clubs and Societies)

Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University ‘Abundant Life Student Society’

Proposer:
Vincent Koo (19503412)

Seconder:
Rachel Yew Wern (11672048)

In response to a question from Patrick Savage (LSES 3), the Vice President Clubs and Services confirmed that the proposed society was religious in nature.

In response to a question from Christopher Gaskin (LSES 3), the Vice President Clubs and Services confirmed that the proposed society’s constitution met all of the necessary requirements to permit the granting of recognition by the Council.

This proposed Rule Amendment was clearly carried.

55.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.


The following reports were tabled for information purposes:

Report of the Union President (SUC/P/06/11)

Report of the Deputy President (SUC/P/06/12)

Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/06/13)


Report of the Vice President Clubs & Services (SUC/P/06/14)


Report of the Women’s Officer (SUC/P/06/15)


Report of the Postgraduate Students’ Officer (SUC/P/06/16)

Report of the Student Community Action Officer (SUC/P/06/17)

55.1
In response to a question from Christopher Gaskin (LSES 3), the Postgraduate Students’ Officer stated that the crest contained within his report was not an official QUB crest.  The Student Community Action Officer agreed with the answer offered by Mr Barton.

55.2
In response to a question from Kevin McGourty (Vice President Clubs and Services), the Postgraduate Students’ Officer stated that the crest featuring on posters and other materials that had been produced by some members of the Executive Committee had, in fact, been designed by himself.

Mr McGourty stated that the University’s Communications Office has given clear guidance with regard to the unauthorised use of University emblems and logos.  Mr Preston stated that the Executive Committee would address this matter and report back to Council as appropriate.

56. REPORTS FROM OTHER UNION COMMITTEES.

Mr Preston reported the following matters with regard to the Education Committee:

56.1
the Education Committee has met on several occasions since the beginning of the current academic year.


56.2
the Education Committee shall have input with regard to the staging of a secondary school open day that is scheduled to take place in the Snack Bar in September 2006.

56.3
Robert Davis (Science and Agriculture 1) has been elected Chair of the Education Committee for the current academic year.


Council noted the above matters.

It was further noted that the Election Regulations Committee shall meet on Wednesday 15 March 2006.

57. REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES.

There were none.

58. CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.

There were none.

59.
QUESTIONS.


59.1
Question to the Union President
Does the President agree that the appropriation of law student e-mail addresses from law society circulars is an appropriate medium for some candidates in a sabbatical election to canvass law students?



Proposer:
Mark Dunn (14760002)

Seconder:
Gavin Howell (13777041)

Mr Preston stated that he had no opinion with regard to this suggestion, which was entirely a matter for the Returning Officer to make a determination on, if required.

There was no follow-up question. 


59.2
Question to the Union President
Given his very public endorsement of a Sinn Fein candidate in the Sabbatical election, is the President disappointed that the Sinn Fein candidates failed to get elected en bloc to all three Vice-Presidents’ positions in the recent elections?



Proposer:
Mark Dunn (14760002)



Seconder:
Gavin Howell (13777041)



The President responded in the negative to this question.



There was no follow-up question.

60.
MOTIONS.


60.1
Motion 1
This Council requests that the Vice President Clubs and Services (VPCS) carries out a review of the way in which clubs and societies are funded by this Union.

Further, this Council requests that the findings of this review along with any rule changes deemed necessary be presented by the VPCS to Council by no later than the final Statutory Meeting of this academic year.


Proposer:
Roger Stewart (15298035)

Seconder:
Andrew Charles (12257036)

This motion was formally proposed.

The Vice President Clubs and Services stated that the timeframe contained within the motion was unrealistic, as he wished to allow as many active clubs and societies as possible to participate in any such review.  Mr McGourty suggested that the findings of the review, along with any associated suggestions for rule changes, be presented to the November 2006 Statutory Meeting of the Council.

In response to a question from Alice Bryant (Medicine 1), Mr McGourty stated that the next cycle of funding applications for sports clubs closes on 1 November 2006 and that, accordingly, the funding process for 2006-07 would not be affected by the findings of the proposed review within the timeframe that he had suggested.

In response to a question from Rodney Gilmour (Humanities 3), Mr McGourty stated that several clubs’ and societies’ accounts are currently inactive and he stated that this situation would be further explored during any proposed review.

Mr McGourty’s proposed amendment – that the Statutory November 2006 meeting of Council be the report date for the review – was accepted, and the motion was clearly carried.


60.2
Motion 2
This Council, being concerned that a durable and exclusively democratic basis is established for political progress, commends the International Monitoring Commission in withstanding pressure from the British and Irish Governments to produce a report which properly exposed ongoing paramilitary activity.

Council condemns the failure of the IRA to fully decommission and desist from criminal activity, intelligence gathering and the exiling of citizens.

Council further condemns ongoing illegal activities by loyalist paramilitaries.

Proposer:
Philip Allister (12153052)

Seconder:
Jonathan Stevenson (16350014)



Philip Allister (LSES 1) proposed the motion.

Mr Allister stated that he welcomed the recent report of the International Monitoring Commission (IMC) and he noted that the findings of the IMC starkly contrasted with the ‘propaganda of normality’ that the people of Northern Ireland were being asked to accept as fact.

Mr Allister praised the IMC for not succumbing to the pressure that had been brought to bear upon them by the British and Irish governments.  He stated that it is evident that the Provisional IRA has continued to be involved in criminality, including smuggling, intelligence gathering and money laundering, despite its declarations to the contrary.

Mr Allister stressed that all paramilitary groupings – republican and loyalist – must give up all of their arms and cease their involvement in criminality.  He stated that talk was cheap and proof was required.

Christopher Gaskin (LSES 3) opposed the motion, describing its content as ‘verbal diarrhoea’.  He stated that the motion was wholly concerned with alleged misdoings by republicans and ignored well documented activities by loyalists and unionists, citing events at Clontibret and the actions of Ulster Resistance.
Mr Gaskin stated that this motion is of no relevance to students and should be defeated.

Rodney Gilmour (Humanities 3) spoke on the motion.  He stated that Mr Gaskin had previously tabled motions on subjects such as alleged instances of collusion and he believed that it was hypocritical of that member of the Council to condemn Mr Allister’s motion as being irrelevant to students.

Natalie Simpson (Humanities 2) spoke against the motion, questioning the so-called ‘intelligence sources’ that were behind the IMC report.  Ms Simpson further stated that the anti-republican media was attempting to link Sinn Fein to the recent violence in Dublin.

Patrick Savage (LSES 3) spoke on the motion.  He agreed with Mr Gilmour that a number of members of the Council from differing political allegiances had brought forward unhelpful and divisive motions.  He stated that motions of this nature should not be debated by the Council.
A proposed amendment to the motion by Gareth Keating (Vice President Education), seeking to further condemn the Warner Bros. corporation for their failure to produce another instalment of the ‘Back To The Future’ series was not accepted by Council.
Kevin McGourty (Vice President Clubs and Services) opposed the motion.  He contended that the state of Northern Ireland had been founded illegally in 1921 and that the British presence in the northern part of the island had been largely characterised by collusion, state murder and other human rights abuses. 
Alice Bryant (Medicine 1) spoke on the motion and expressed confusion regarding whether or not the Council was being asked to vote on the merits or otherwise of the IMC’s latest report.
Mr Allister, in summation, expressed his general thanks to Council for the quality of debate and expressed his particular gratitude to the Vice President Clubs and Services for his acceptance that the state of Northern Ireland was separate from that of the Republic of Ireland. 
Mr Allister stated that the motion was relevant to everyone – including students – and citizens should be entitled to discuss the political and peace processes in mature debate.



A vote was taken and the motion was carried.


60.3
Motion 3
This Council opposes the British government’s reckless and undemocratic destruction of the current post-primary education system in Northern Ireland.

Council condemns the government’s proposal to introduce a system which has failed in other parts of the UK.



Proposer:
Philip Allister (12153052)



Seconder:
Edward Hanna (13614045)



Philip Allister (LSES 1) proposed the motion.


Mr Allister stated that all students should be placed in the school that best meets their needs and should not rely on a ‘postcode lottery’.  He stated that parents in Northern Ireland want academic selection for their children and that the province has twenty-five of the top two hundred schools in the United Kingdom.
Mr Allister stated that the comprehensive system has failed in Great Britain and that it is a certainty that academically-gifted children from socially deprived areas will suffer if a similar arrangement is introduced into Northern Ireland.  He stated that the proposed changes stem from the similarly-failed Belfast Agreement and it was Mr Allister’s view that, when it comes to education, we should retain what is best and reform the rest.
Patrick Savage (LSES 3) opposed the motion.  He stated that, whilst he accepted that grammar schools were doing well, it was also the case that those schools at the bottom of the attainment scale were being left behind.  He further stated that those children who do not pass the 11+ examination are considered failures within the current system.
Edward Hanna (Student Community Action Officer) spoke for the motion.  He stated that he had not passed the 11+ examination but, having received appropriate support at his secondary school, had progressed to his grammar school and then onto third-level education.
Mr Hanna stated that any postcode lottery would be fundamentally discriminatory and therefore wrong.  He further stated that some parts of Great Britain were now beginning to implement the Northern Ireland system.
Ciarnan Helferty (Open First Year) opposed the motion, stating that it was irresponsible to categorise young children as failures at a crucial stage of their development.  He stated that he had personally experienced three different systems of schooling and he believed the comprehensive system to be the fairest for all.
Gareth Keating (Vice President Education) spoke on the motion.  He stated that members of the Council have already experienced the benefits of the current system and it is therefore difficult to judge the effects of any alternative system on those young people who have yet to attend university. 
Gavin Howell (LSES 2) supported the motion.  He stated that, in a recent Belfast Telegraph poll, 90% of those questioned expressed support for academic selection.  Mr Howell pointed out that it is possible to remove the 11+ examination yet still have academic selection and he further stated that it was not the will of the Education Committee to abandon the 11+, but was instead the desire of the then Minister.
Kevin McGourty (Vice President Clubs and Services) opposed the motion, stating that the low proportion of QUB students who had failed the 11+ examination was evidence of too many young persons in society who had failed to reach their academic potential because of being categorised in a particular way.
Alice Bryant (Medicine 1) spoke on the motion and questioned whether members of Council who did not have children of their own were entitled to have a say with regard to future education systems.
Christopher Goodfellow (Open) supported the motion, stating that children develop at differing rates and the current system best addressed this fact.
Christopher Gaskin (LSES 3) opposed the motion, stating that the labelling of young children as educational failures was tantamount to a form of child abuse.  He questioned the unionist parties’ championing of academic selection and suggested that this suggested a lack of concern for the offspring of their constituents in socially deprived areas such as Tiger’s Bay.
Rodney Gilmour (Humanities 3) supported the motion.  He stated that he did not agree with the view that academic selection favours the middle classes.  He pointed out that not everyone can go to university and people should not be made to feel that the choice of a vocational career is a ‘lesser’ option. 
Richard Reid (Engineering 2) supported the motion, whilst accepting that the current system requires reform.  He pointed out that, in rural areas, 11+ students do not necessarily require a top grade in order to progress to grammar school.
A vote was taken and the motion was carried.

60.4
Motion 4
In light of cross political party support in Northern Ireland for an active campaign raising awareness about, and discouraging young people from committing suicide considering the startling figures for such in this country, this Council condemns the glorification of any acts of suicide and calls for young people to seek advice and assistance if they face difficult life issues and are considering suicide.

Proposer:
Mark Dunn (14760002)

Seconder:
Gavin Howell (13777041)


Mark Dunn (LSES 3) proposed the motion.
Mr Dunn stated that suicide still has a stigma associated with it, particularly within religious societies.  He stated that many young people can fall prey to suicidal thoughts as a result of depression, money problems, academical difficulties etc.
Mr Dunn stated that, with the summer examinations approaching, it was timely for members of the Council to consider this matter and he called for an inter-governmental strategy to tackle this important issue.
In response to a question from the Vice President Clubs and Services, Mr Dunn condemned the glorification of suicide through the internet, stating that a number of distressing websites have proven to be popular with vulnerable young people, particularly in the United States.
In response to a question from Alan Cooper (Engineering 3), it was noted that the Catholic Church has traditionally deemed suicide to be a sinful transgression and, in some past instances, a Catholic burial has been denied to a person who has died in such circumstances.
Christopher Gaskin (LSES 3) opposed the motion, describing it as ‘cowardly’ and stating that it clearly was an attempt to discredit forthcoming republican hunger strike commemorations.  He stated that Mr Dunn’s use of a very serious issue to score a political point was disgusting and immoral.

The Chair stated that he did not believe that this was Mr Dunn’s intention and he proposed an amendment (accepted by Mr Dunn) that “Council encourages and would support the Vice President Welfare in raising awareness of this issue”.

In response to a question from Christopher Goodfellow (Open), the Vice President Education confirmed that the Vice President Welfare already has an active programme to promote the awareness of this issue.
Stephen Martin (LSES 3) spoke on the motion.  He stated that, in his role as Chair of the Welfare Committee, he would be working on a mental health strategy to raise awareness of this issue.  He further stated that he had been saddened by the conflict that had arisen over this very sensitive issue.



A vote was taken and the amended motion was carried.
61.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The Chair announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council would take place on Tuesday 25 April 2006 at 6.00 p.m. in the Students’ Union.

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to Students’ Union Council  

