






SUC/M/06/5
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

A Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 9 May 2006 in the Snack Bar, Students’ Union.



Present:


Mr Ben Preston (Union President, in the Chair)




Mr Philip Abraham (Humanities 1)





Mr Philip Allister (LSES 1)




Mr Graham Barton (Postgraduate Students’ Officer)





Mr Wesley Brown (LSES 1)





Ms Julie-Ann Crowe (Humanities 1)





Mr Michael Currie (LSES 2)





Mr Robert Davis (Science and Agriculture 1)





Mr Mark Dunn (LSES 3)





Ms Luck Fleck (LSES 2)





Mr Rodney Gilmour (Humanities 3)





Mr Ian Gow (LSES 1)





Mr Edward Hanna (Student Community Action Officer)





Mr Michael Harkin (Humanities 1)





Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Open First Year)




Ms Jennifer Hill (LSES 2)





Mr Gavin Howell (LSES 2)





Mr Joanne McCracken (Open)





Mr Gregory McLarnon (Science and Agriculture 2)





Ms Rhonda Milligan (Engineering 2)





Mr Scott Moore (Humanities 1)





Mr Peter Quinn (Deputy President)





Mr Richard Reid (Engineering 2)




Mr Brian Roulston (LSES 1)





Mr Patrick Savage (LSES 3)





Ms Sharon Simpson (Science and Agriculture 2)





Mr Graeme Smyth (LSES 2)




Mr Jonathan Stevenson (Science and Agriculture 3)





Mr Roger Stewart (Medicine 3)
In Attendance:


Mr Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Acting Secretary)
66.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received from the following members of the Council:




Ms Alice Bryant (Medicine 1)




Mr Jonathan Campbell (Humanities 3)

Mr David Cather (Engineering 4)

Mr Andrew Charles (LSES 3)

Ms Linnea Eden (Postgraduate)

Mr John Glenn (Medicine 3)

Mr Chris Goodfellow (Open)

Mr Jonathan Hadley (Medicine 1)




Mr Stephen Martin (LSES 3)




Ms Wendy McCallin (Engineering 0)




Mr David McCarthy (Postgraduate)




Ms Lynn Simpson (Humanities 1)

67.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 14 March 2006
Minute 60.4
Mr Mark Dunn (LSES 3) stated that the description of the motion as ‘cowardly’ should be altered to ‘f**king cowardly’ in order to reflect the actual wording spoken by Mr Chris Gaskin (LSES 3).
The Union President stated that he had no wish to see profanities recorded within the minutes, as he believed that the use of such language reflected poorly on individual Councillors and the Students’ Union Council as a whole.

The minutes of the Statutory Meeting held on 14 March 2006 (SUC/M/06/3) were accepted as a true and accurate record.
The minutes of the inquorate Statutory Meeting of 25 April 2006 (SUC/M/06/4) were circulated for information purposes.
68.
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

69.
COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

70.
BYE-ELECTIONS
There was no business relating to this matter.

71.
ELECTIONS

The Union President reported that the Non-Sabbatical Elections would take place on Thursday 11 May 2006, on a cross-campus basis.  Mr Preston extended his best wishes to all candidates participating in these elections.

72.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS  /  RULE AMENDMENTS
72.1
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 1

Constitutional Amendment regarding Elections to the Council:


Delete:
Rule 2, Section 7, Sub-Section 7.1


Replace with:


7.1
Student Members not following a postgraduate course may offer themselves as candidates and exercise the right to vote in the following constituencies:



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 1



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 2



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 3



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 4



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 0



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 1



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 2



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 3



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 0



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 1



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 2



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 3



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 5



Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)

Seconder:
Peter Quinn (Deputy President)
It was noted that the required number of elected Councillors necessary to consider this item of business was not present at this time.

72.2
RULE AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Clubs and Societies)
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University Alliance Society

Proposer:
Stephen McKenzie-Bell (14961059)

Seconder:
Peter Child (12649058)
The above Rule Amendment was passed.
73.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following Executive Committee reports were tabled for information purposes:


Report of the Union President (SUC/P/06/20)

Report of the Women’s Officer (SUC/P/06/21)


Report of the Mature Students’ Officer (SUC/P/06/22)

Report of the Student Community Action Officer (SUC/P/06/23)
The Union President reported on his most recent discussions with the Association of University Teachers (AUT) regarding their ongoing industrial action.  Mr Preston stated that an information meeting would be held on Wednesday 10 May 2006 at 6.00 p.m. in Room GO6, Peter Froggatt Centre, at which representatives of the University and the AUT would provide updates for a student audience.
74.
REPORTS FROM OTHER UNION COMMITTEES

There were none.

75.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES
There were none.

76.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS

There were none.

77.
QUESTIONS

There were none.

78.
MOTIONS

78.1
Motion 1
This Council recognises the important work and history of the QUB RAG society and is deeply concerned by the decline and absence of the society this year.  This Council therefore calls upon the Students’ Union Executive Committee to:

· take immediate action to remedy its decline.

· see that it continues to operate in an independent and charitable fashion.

· see that it continues to carry on raising money for worthy charities.

· see it promoted within the University and beyond, in its work.

· see it function from year to year, and

· offer any future team their full cooperation and support in its work. 


Proposer:
Roger Stewart (15298035)

Seconder:
Andrew Charles (12257036)
Mr Roger Stewart (Medicine 3) moved the motion, praising the longstanding work of the Rag organisation and lamenting the fact that it was apparently in terminal decline.
Mr Stewart stated that the Rag organisation promoted a positive image of students and, given the largely negative media coverage of late, the importance of this should not be overlooked.

Mr Stewart enquired whether the Rag Committee that had been elected at the Inaugural Meeting of the 2005-06 Students’ Union Council had actually carried out any meaningful work.  He stated that, with the continuity offered by the recent re-election of the Union President and the Deputy President, a unique opportunity existed to resurrect the important work of the Rag organisation.

Mr Graham Barton (Postgraduate Students’ Officer) spoke on the motion, stating that the loss of the Rag Office during the ongoing refurbishment works to the Union building had represented a huge operational body blow to the Rag organisation.
Mr Barton stated that he had received assurances from the Union President and the Deputy President that, following the refurbishment, Rag would be provided with appropriate office space.  He further stated that a proportion of the funds raised through the sale of the forthcoming anniversary edition of the PTQ publication would assist with the proposed re-launch.

Mr Barton stated that new members would be recruited at the Freshers’ Bazaar at the end of September 2006 and he remained optimistic that the esteemed Rag organisation would return.
There were no speakers against the motion and no further speakers either for or on the motion.

Mr Stewart waived his right to reply, and the motion was unanimously passed.
78.2
Motion 2
This Council condemns the staging of a hunger strike commemoration on University property and calls for an end of this sort of triumphalism in educational establishments.
This Council also notes that such exhibitions and commemorations are purely exclusive, are offensive to a significant number of students in their commemoration of individuals imprisoned on a variety of criminal charges, and are not conducive to a peaceful, educational environment at the University.

This Council calls upon all such commemorations at Queen’s University Belfast to be halted forthwith.


Proposer:
Mark Dunn (14760002)


Seconder:
Graeme Smyth (16029046)
Mr Mark Dunn (LSES 3) moved the motion, stating that Sinn Fein had organised the event in question in the University’s Canada Room.
Mr Dunn stated that student branches of Sinn Fein at Queen’s University and the University of Ulster were currently recruiting new members actively.  He further stated that the event in the Canada Room celebrated the activities of murderers and was a blatant attempt to sell sectarianism to a new generation.

Mr Dunn emphasised that all forms of bigotry should be opposed and he felt that a principal aim of the event in the Canada Room had been to decriminalise the actions of those who had participated in the 1981 hunger strikes.

Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Open First Year) spoke on the motion.  He stated that sectarian bigotry existed throughout local society and he questioned what the passing of Mr Dunn’s motion would actually achieve for the student body.
Mr Helferty stated that he personally had been disinclined to attend the event in the Canada Room, but he felt that a vote on Mr Dunn’s motion would be little more than a sectarian headcount of those Councillors present.

At this point, a quorum count was requested as some Councillors had left the meeting.
The Union President stated that, under Section 1.3.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, one-quarter of the total elected membership of the Council shall form a quorum.  Mr Preston further stated that twenty-eight members of the Council would therefore have to be present in order that the meeting be quorate.

Mr Preston, under section 1.3.2 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, permitted the designated ten minute period for a quorum to be formed and, when it became clear that fewer than twenty-eight members of the Council were present, he declared the meeting inquorate and adjourned business for the evening.

It was noted that the following items of business could not be considered at this time:

Motion 3
We, the Student Council, would like both the Union Speaker and the President of the Queen’s Students’ Union, Belfast to send a letter on behalf of the student body congratulating Her Majesty the Queen on her eightieth birthday.  Long to reign over us.  God Save The Queen.

Proposer:
Edward Hanna (13614045)

Seconder:
Philip Allister (12153052)
Motion 4
We, the Student Council, in celebration of Her Majesty’s momentous birthday, demand that the members of Student Council mark the occasion by singing the National Anthem (words below):

God save our gracious Queen,


Long live our noble Queen,


God save the Queen!


Send her victorious,


Happy and glorious,


Long to reign over us,


God save the Queen!


O Lord our God arise,


Scatter her enemies


And make them fall;


Confound their politics,


Frustrate their Popish tricks,


On Thee our hopes we fix,


God save the Queen!


Proposer:
Jonathan Stevenson (16250014)

Seconder:
Jennifer Hill (13741047)
Motion 5
We, the Student Council, would like both the Union Speaker and the President of Queen’s University Students’ Union, Belfast to send a letter on behalf of the student body, congratulating the Right Honourable Doctor Rev. Ian Paisley MP MLA on his eightieth birthday.

Proposer:
Jonathan Stevenson (16350014)

Seconder:
Michael Currie (12886041)
Motion 6
We, the Student Council, condemn the commemoration and glorification of any terrorists who were involved in the slaughtering of innocent victims.  We furthermore demand that the University supplies a detailed explanation of why they played host to an exhibition that insulted and alienated the Unionist Community at Queen’s.


Proposer:
Mark Hill (14589896)


Seconder:
Edward Hanna (13614045)
79.
DATE OF NEXT STATUTORY MEETING

It was noted that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council would take place in November 2006, on a date yet to be determined. 


DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to Students’ Union Council  

