






SUC/M/06/6
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

Inaugural Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 13 November 2006 in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.



Present:


Mr Ben Preston (Union President, in the Chair)





Mr Philip Abraham (Humanities 2)





Mr John Adams (Science and Agriculture 4)





Mr Philip Allister (LSES 2)





Ms Ruth Annett (Open First Year)





Mr Graham Barton (LSES 3)





Mr Elliott Bell (Open)





Mr Michael Bower (Science and Agriculture 2)





Mr Gavin Boyd (LSES 3)





Mr Daniel Brown (Postgraduate)





Mr Richard Cairns (Humanities 3)





Mr James Campbell (Open)





Mr David Cather (Engineering 4)





Mr Colin Caughey (Vice President Welfare)





Mr Mark Caughey (Science and Agriculture 1)





Ms Rebekah Clarke (Science and Agriculture 3)





Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3)





Mr David Crowe (LSES 3)





Mr Michael Currie (Postgraduate Students’ Officer)





Mr Alexander Davis (Engineering 2)





Mr Mark Dodds (LSES 2)





Mr Cian Doherty (Science and Agriculture 1)





Ms Ayomide Esan (Medicine 2)





Ms Roisin Fanning (Science and Agriculture 1)





Ms Lucy Fleck (Open)





Mr Michael Forde (Vice President Education)

Mr Christopher Gardiner (Medicine 4)

Ms Gillian Gaston (LSES 2)

Mr James Gibson (Science and Agriculture 2)

Mr Andrew Gillan (Humanities 3)

Mr Andrew Gordon (Science and Agriculture 2)

Mr Jonathan Hadley (Medicine 2)

Mr Edward Hanna (Student Community Action Officer)

Ms Emily Hanna (Science and Agriculture 3)

Ms Lydia Harris (Open)

Ms Sarah Harris (Open)

Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2)

Ms Julie Henderson (Science and Agriculture 4)

Mr Kevin Henry (Humanities 1)

Ms Jennifer Hill (Women’s Officer)
Mr Thomas Hogg (LSES 1)

Mr Andrew Houston (LSES 1)

Mr Gavin Howell (Open)

Mr Peter Huey (Humanities 3)

Mr Stephen Irwin (LSES 2)

Ms Sarah Lavery (Humanities 3)

Mr Mark Leith (Medicine 3)

Mr Ciaran Magee (Medicine 2)

Mr Fergus McAleavey (LSES 2)

Mr Damien McArdle (LSES 2)

Ms Wendy McCallin (Engineering 1)

Mr Robert McClure (Engineering 4)

Mr Stuart McCord (Science and Agriculture 3)

Ms Joanne McCracken (Humanities 3)

Mr Matthew McDermott (LSES 2)

Mr David McKeown (LSES 3)

Mr Alan McNeilly (Science and Agriculture 3)

Mr Aaron McMenamin (Medicine 1)

Ms Deborah Mills (LSES 3)

Mr Alan John Mitchell (Science and Agriculture 2)

Mr Sam Moore (Postgraduate)

Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate)

Mr Richard Nevin (Engineering 3)

Mr Peter Quinn (Deputy President)





Mr Richard Reid (Engineering 2)





Mr Mark Rodgers (Humanities 1)





Mr Brian Roulston (LSES 2)





Mr Mark Roy (Postgraduate)





Ms Alison Russell (Science and Agriculture 2)





Mr Mark Scott (LSES 3)





Ms Sharon Simpson (Science and Agriculture 3)





Mr Graeme Smyth (Open)





Mr James Sneddon (Open First Year)





Mr Roger Stewart (Medicine 4)




Mr William Wallace (Engineering 2)





Ms Laura Warke (Humanities 2)

In Attendance:


Mr Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Acting Secretary)
80.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received from the following members:




Ms Helen Ford (Medicine 2)





Mr John Glenn (Medicine 4)





Mr Gabril Hoskin (Postgraduate)





Mr John Martin (Postgraduate)
81.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 9 MAY 2006 

It was noted that the minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 9 May 2006 (SUC/M/06/4) shall be considered at the Students’ Union Council Statutory Meeting of 28 November 2006.
82.
BUSINESS ARISING


There was none.

83.
COMMUNICATIONS

The Union President asked all Councillors present to stand, and he formally inaugurated the 2006-07 session of the Students’ Union Council.  Mr Preston congratulated all members of the Council upon their election.

Mr Preston stated that a tour of Belfast City Hall had been organised, to take place on Monday 20 November 2006, and that all Councillors were invited to attend.  He further stated that a training event for members of the Students’ Union Council would take place on Thursday 23 November 2006 at 6.00 p.m. in Club Room 4, Students’ Union.

84.
BYE-ELECTIONS


There were none.

At this point, it was proposed that standing order be suspended, in order to consider Item 6 on the agenda (proposed by David Cather, seconded by David McKeown).  This proposal was passed.
85.
CONSTITUTION AMENDMENTS  /  RULE AMENDMENTS


Rule Amendment 1

Delete:
Rule 2, Section 7, Sub-Section 7.1

and replace with:


7.1
Student Members not following a postgraduate course may offer themselves as candidates and exercise the right to vote in the following constituencies:



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 1



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 2



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 3



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 4



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 0



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 1



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 2



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 3



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 0



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 1



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 2



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 3



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 5



Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)


Seconder:
Peter Quinn (Deputy President)
The Union President stated that the purpose of this proposed amendment to the Rules was to bring the Students’ Union Council constituencies into line with the new School arrangements that had been introduced by the University prior to the commencement of the 2005-06 academic year.  
It was noted that the composition of the current constituencies were based upon the previous system that is now redundant and inappropriate.

The proposed amendment to the Rules was unanimously passed and standing orders were reinstated.
86.
ELECTION TO THE POSITION OF UNION SPEAKER

The Union President invited proposals for the position of Union Speaker, and the following nomination was received:

Mr Graham Barton was proposed by Ms Jennifer Hill and seconded by Mr Michael Currie.

The result of the above election was as follows:

Graham Barton

51 votes

Reopen Nominations

10 votes
Spoilt



  4 votes

Total Valid Poll (TVP)

61 votes
Quota 



31 votes

Mr Graham Barton was declared duly elected, and chaired the remainder of the meeting.

87.
ELECTIONS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO COMMITEES OF THE STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL AND OF THE UNIVERSITY.
The Chair invited nominations to the following positions:

87.1
Deputy Editor of the Union Newspaper (1 vacancy)
Mr David McKeown was proposed by Mr Gavin Boyd and seconded by Mr Matthew McDermott.


The result of the above election was as follows:



David McKeown

47 votes



Reopen Nominations

  8 votes



Spoilt



  1 vote



TVP



55 votes



Quota



28 votes


Mr David McKeown was elected on the first count.


87.2
Education Committee – School of Engineering (1 vacancy)
Mr Robert Davis was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Colin Caughey.
There being only one nomination, Mr Robert Davis was declared elected.

87.3
Education Committee – School of Humanities (1 vacancy)
Mr Richard Cairns was proposed by Mr Graeme Smyth and seconded by Ms Ruth Annett.
Mr Mark Caughey was proposed by Mr Kevin Henry and seconded by Mr Colin Caughey.

The result of the above election was as follows:

Richard Cairns

56 votes

Mark Caughey


11 votes

Spoilt



  0 votes

TVP



67 votes

Quota



34 votes

Mr Richard Cairns was elected on the first count.


87.4
Education Committee – School of LSES (1 vacancy)
Mr Philip Allister was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Edward Hanna.

There being only one nomination, Mr Philip Allister was declared elected.


87.5
Education Committee – School of Medicine (1 vacancy)
Mr Jonathan Hadley was proposed by Mr Graeme Smyth and seconded by Mr Richard Cairns.
There being only one nomination, Mr Jonathan Hadley was declared elected.


87.6
Education Committee – School of Science and Agriculture (1 vacancy)
Ms Sharon Simpson was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Thomas Hogg.
There being only one nomination, Ms Sharon Simpson was declared elected.


87.7
Welfare Committee (5 vacancies)
Ms Ruth Annett was proposed by Mr Richard Reid and seconded by Mr Jonathan Hadley.

Mr Edward Hanna was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Michael Currie.

Ms Julie Henderson was proposed by Mr Thomas Hogg and seconded by Mr Michael Currie.
Mr Matthew McDermott was proposed by Mr David McKeown and seconded by Mr Damien McArdle.
Ms Sharon Simpson was proposed by Mr Thomas Hogg and seconded by Mr Michael Currie.

There being only five nominations, the above candidates were duly declared elected.

87.8
External Relations Committee (4 vacancies)

Mr Philip Abraham was proposed by Mr Graeme Smyth and seconded by Ms Ruth Annett.
Mr Mark Dodds was proposed by Mr Brian Roulston and seconded by Mr Thomas Hogg.
Ms Sarah Harris was proposed by Mr Brian Roulston and seconded by Mr Matthew McDermott.
Mr Ciaran Magee was proposed by Mr Sam Moore and seconded by Mr Jonathan Hadley.
Mr Matthew McDermott was proposed by Mr Gavin Boyd and seconded by Mr David McKeown.

The result of the above election was as follows:

Philip Abraham

11 votes
Elected 3rd Count

Mark Dodds


29 votes
Elected 1st Count

Sarah Harris


12 votes
Elected 2nd Count

Ciaran Magee


  7 votes
Elected 4th Count SQ

Matthew McDermott

  6 votes

Spoilt



  1 vote

TVP



65 votes

Quota



13 votes


87.9
Student Community Action Management Group (5 vacancies)
Mr Elliott Bell was proposed by Mr Jonathan Hadley and seconded by Mr Philip Abraham.
Mr Colin Caughey was proposed by Mr Michael Forde and seconded by Mr David McKeown.
Mr Kevin Henry was proposed by Mr Mark Caughey and seconded by Ms Roisin Fanning.
Mr Gavin Howell was proposed by Mr Richard Reid and seconded by Mr Richard Cairns.
Ms Sarah Lavery was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Edward Hanna.


Ms Joanne McCracken was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Thomas Hogg.
Mr Sam Moore was proposed by Mr Ciaran Magee and seconded by Mr Ben Preston.
Mr Samuel Morrison was proposed by Mr Brian Roulston and seconded by Mr Philip Allister.


The result of the above election was as follows:



Elliott Bell


  4 votes
Elected 6th Count


Colin Caughey

  5 votes



Kevin Henry


  6 votes



Gavin Howell


  5 votes



Sarah Lavery


14 votes
Elected 1st Count


Joanne McCracken

15 votes
Elected 1st Count



Sam Moore


  6 votes
Elected 6th Count


Samuel Morrison

12 votes
Elected 1st Count


Spoilt



  0 votes



TVP



67 votes



Quota



11.17 votes


87.10
Rag Committee (7 vacancies)
Mr Philip Abraham was proposed by Mr Graeme Smyth and seconded by Mr Jonathan Hadley.
Mr James Campbell was proposed by Mr Ciarnan Helferty and seconded by Mr Fergus McAleavy.
Mr Andrew Connor was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Ms Jennifer Hill.
Ms Jennifer Dunn was proposed by Ms Ruth Annett and seconded by Mr Elliott Bell.
Ms Ayomide Esan was proposed by Mr William Wallace and seconded by Mr James Sneddon.
Mr Thomas Hogg was proposed by Mr Brian Roulston and seconded by Mr Samuel Morrison.

Mr Mark Scott was proposed by Mr Philip Allister and seconded by Mr Michael Currie
There being only seven nominations, the above candidates were duly declared elected.

87.11
Clubs and Services Committee (5 vacancies)
Mr David Cather was proposed by Mr Brian Roulston and seconded by Mr Michael Currie.
Ms Jennifer Dunn was proposed by Mr Gavin Howell and seconded by Ms Ruth Annett.

Mr Andrew Gordon was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Aaron McMenamin.

Mr Jonathan Hadley was proposed by Mr Richard Cairns and seconded by Mr Richard Reid.

Mr Matthew McDermott was proposed by Mr Gavin Boyd and seconded by Mr David McKeown.

Mr Aaron McMenamin was proposed by Mr Andrew Gordon and seconded by Mr Ben Preston.

Mr Mark Scott was proposed by Mr Brian Roulston and seconded by Mr Philip Allister.


The result of the above election was as follows:



David Cather


15 votes
Elected 1st Count



Jennifer Dunn


12 votes
Elected 1st Count



Andrew Gordon

15 votes
Elected 1st Count


Jonathan Hadley

  4 votes
Elected 4th Count


Matthew McDermott

  4 votes




Aaron McMenamin

  5 votes




Mark Scott


13 votes
Elected 1st Count



Spoilt



  2 votes



TVP



68 votes



Quota



11.34 votes


87.12
Entertainments Committee (3 vacancies)
Ms Lucy Fleck was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr William Wallace.

Mr Mark Rodgers was proposed by Mr Cian Doherty and seconded by Mr James Campbell.

Mr James Sneddon was proposed by Mr William Wallace and seconded by Mr Peter Huey.

Ms Lucy Warke was proposed by Mr Brian Roulston and seconded by Mr Philip Allister.

The result of the above election was as follows:



Lucy Fleck


29 votes
Elected 1st Count



Mark Rodgers


  7 votes




James Sneddon

11 votes
Elected 2nd Count SQ



Lucy Warke


17 votes
Elected 1st Count



Spoilt



  3 votes



TVP



64 votes



Quota



16 votes


87.13
Communications Committee (5 vacancies)
Mr Philip Allister was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Brian Roulston.
Mr Elliott Bell was proposed by Mr Philip Abraham and seconded by Mr Graeme Smyth.

Mr Richard Cairns was proposed by Mr Jonathan Hadley and seconded by Mr David Cather.

Mr Mark Dodds was proposed by Mr Philip Allister and seconded by Mr Thomas Hogg.

Mr Peter Huey was proposed by Mr James Sneddon and seconded by Mr William Wallace.

Mr Brian Roulston was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Philip Allister.
The result of the above election was as follows:



Philip Allister


16 votes
Elected 1st Count



Elliott Bell


  9 votes
Elected 3rd Count SQ



Richard Cairns

  7 votes
Elected 3rd Count SQ



Mark Dodds


  5 votes
Elected 2nd Count



Peter Huey


  6 votes




Brian Roulston

15 votes
Elected 1st Count



Spoilt



  4 votes



TVP



58 votes



Quota



9.67 votes


87.14
International Students’ Committee (4 vacancies)
Ms Ruth Annett was proposed by Mr Graeme Smyth and seconded by Mr Richard Reid.
Mr Robert Davis was proposed by Mr Thomas Hogg and seconded by Mr Michael Currie.

Mr Michael Forde was proposed by Mr Colin Caughey and seconded by Mr Ben Preston.

Mr Stephen Irwin was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Brian Roulston.

Mr Kevin McGourty was proposed by Mr Edward Hanna and seconded by Mr Michael Currie.

The result of the above election was as follows:



Ruth Annett


11 votes
Elected 2nd Count



Robert Davis


18 votes
Elected 1st Count



Michael Forde


  7 votes
Elected 4th Count SQ



Stephen Irwin


25 votes
Elected 1st Count



Kevin McGourty

  1 vote




Spoilt



  2 votes



TVP



62 votes



Quota



12.4 votes


87.15
Cultural Affairs Committee (5 vacancies)
Mr Gavin Boyd was proposed by Mr David McKeown and seconded by Mr Matthew McDermott.
Mr Wesley Brown was proposed by Mr Elliott Bell and seconded by Mr Philip Abraham.

Mr Mark Hill was proposed by Mr Brian Roulston and seconded by Mr Ben Preston.

Mr Thomas Hogg was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Andrew Connor.

Mr Kevin McGourty was proposed by Mr Andrew Connor and seconded by Mr Jonathan Hadley.

Mr Mark Roy was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Philip Allister.

Mr Graeme Smyth was proposed by Mr Gavin Howell and seconded by Mr Jonathan Hadley.

The result of the above election was as follows:



Gavin Boyd


  6 votes




Wesley Brown


  9 votes
Elected 3rd Count



Mark Hill


  9 votes
Elected 2nd Count



Thomas Hogg


21 votes
Elected 1st Count



Kevin McGourty

  0 votes




Mark Roy


  8 votes
Elected 2nd Count




Graeme Smyth

  8 votes
Elected 4th Count



Spoilt



  1 vote



TVP



61 votes



Quota



10.17 votes


87.16
Election Regulations Committee (2 vacancies)
Mr David Cather was proposed by Mr Brian Roulston and seconded by Mr Michael Currie.
Mr David McKeown was proposed by Mr Gavin Boyd and seconded by Mr Ben Preston.

There being only two nominations, the above candidates were duly declared elected.


87.17
University Senate (1 vacancy)
Mr Philip Allister was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Michael Currie.

There being only one nomination, the above candidate was duly declared elected.


87.18
Academic Council (1 vacancy)
Mr Robert Davis was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Philip Allister.

There being only one nomination, the above candidate was duly declared elected.


87.19
Students’ Union Forum (2 vacancies)
Ms Jennifer Hill was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Philip Allister.

Mr Graeme Smyth was proposed by Mr Richard Cairns and seconded by Mr Gavin Howell.

There being only two nominations, the above candidates were duly declared elected.


87.20
Academic Board (4 vacancies)
Mr Graham Barton was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr David McKeown.

Mr Elliott Bell was proposed by Mr Philip Abraham and seconded by Ms Ruth Annett.

Mr Richard Cairns was proposed by Mr Jonathan Hadley and seconded by Mr Richard Reid.

Mr David Crowe was proposed by Mr David Cather and seconded by Mr Andrew Gillan.

Mr John Glenn was proposed by Mr Roger Stewart and seconded by Mr Ben Preston.

Mr David McKeown was proposed by Mr Gavin Boyd and seconded by Mr Matthew McDermott.

Mr Roger Stewart was proposed by Mr Philip Allister and seconded by Mr Andrew Connor.
The result of the above election was as follows:



Graham Barton

19 votes
Elected 1st Count




Elliott Bell


  5 votes




Richard Cairns

  7 votes
Elected 6th Count



David Crowe


23 votes
Elected 1st Count



John Glenn


  1 vote
Elected 3rd Count




David McKeown

  8 votes





Roger Stewart


  1 vote




Spoilt



  1 vote



TVP



64 votes



Quota



12.8 votes

At this point, a quorum count was requested as some Councillors had left the meeting.

The Union Speaker stated that, under Section 1.3.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, one-quarter of the total elected membership of the Council shall form a quorum.  Mr Barton further stated that thirty-five members of the Council would therefore have to be present in order that the meeting be quorate.

Mr Barton, under section 1.3.2 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, permitted the designated ten minute period for a quorum to be formed and, when it became clear that fewer than thirty-five members of the Council were present, he declared the meeting inquorate and adjourned business for the evening.
88.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Chair announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council shall take place on Tuesday 28 November 2006 at 6.15 p.m. in Club Room 4, Students’ Union.

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to Students’ Union Council  

