






SUC/M/07/3
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

Statutory Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 30 April 2007 in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.



Present:


Mr Graham Barton (Union Speaker, in the Chair)





Mr Philip Abraham (Humanities 2)





Mr Philip Allister (LSES 2)





Ms Ruth Annett (Open First Year)





Mr Michael Bower (Science and Agriculture 2)





Mr Daniel Brown (Postgraduate)





Mr Richard Cairns (Humanities 3)





Mr David Cather (Engineering 4)





Mr Colin Caughey (Vice President Welfare)





Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3)





Mr David Crowe (LSES 3)





Mr Michael Currie (Postgraduate Students’ Officer)





Mr Mark Dodds (LSES 2)





Ms Jennifer Dunn (Humanities 2)





Ms Ayomide Esan (Medicine 2)





Ms Helen Ford (Medicine 2)





Mr Michael Forde (Vice President Education)





Ms Jamie Gianoutsos (Postgraduate)

Mr Andrew Gillan (Humanities 3)

Mr John Glenn (Medicine 4)
Mr Jonathan Hadley (Medicine 2)

Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2)

Ms Jennifer Hill (Women’s Officer)

Mr Mark Hill (Science and Agriculture 3)

Mr Thomas Hogg (LSES 1)

Mr Gavin Howell (Open)

Ms Sarah Lavery (Humanities 3)

Mr Ross McCartney (LSES 2)

Mr Robert McClure (Engineering 4)

Mr Kevin McGourty (Vice President Clubs and Services)

Mr David McKeown (Deputy Editor of the Union Newspaper)

Mr Alan John Mitchell (Science and Agriculture 2)

Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate)

Mr Richard Nevin (Engineering 3)

Mr Ben Preston (Union President)

Mr Peter Quinn (Deputy President)

Mr John Rafferty (LSES 1)





Mr Brian Roulston (LSES 2)





Mr Graeme Smyth (Open)

In Attendance:


Mr Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Acting Secretary)




Mr Vincent McCorry (Postgraduate Student, 9632107)
140.
APOLOGIES.
Apologies for inability to attend were received from the following member:




Mr Gabril Hoskin (Postgraduate)
Mr Thomas Hogg (LSES 1) proposed (seconder – Andrew Connor, Engineering 3) that standing orders be suspended, in order to debate and vote upon item 7.3 on the agenda, namely:
RULE AMENDMENT 3 (regarding Clubs and Societies)
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
Queen’s University Orange Society

Proposer:
Thomas Hogg (12862061)

Seconder:
Graeme Smyth (16029046)
Following a show of voting cards (those in favour 24, those against 12, abstentions 0), the required two-thirds majority was attained and the proposal to suspend standing orders for this purpose was passed.
In response to a series of questions from Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2), Mr Hogg stated that:

· membership of the proposed society was open to all students of the University.

· the proposed society was not affiliated to the Orange Order.

· there would be no oaths requested or required of prospective members of the proposed society.

· a student society was being proposed, rather than a lodge.
· the proposed student society would not endorse, directly or indirectly, any oaths that prospective members of the Orange Order are obliged to take.

Whilst Mr Hogg was addressing Mr Helferty’s concerns, there was much excitement and waving of order papers amongst Councillors.  

After order had been restored, Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate) indicated that he had no issue with this society being recognised, despite the fact that he was not a member of the Orange Order.

Council noted that all of the required documentation had been submitted by the proposed society within the required timeframe.

In response to a question from Mr Michael Bower (Science and Agriculture 2), Mr Hogg stated that the proposed society was cultural in nature, rather than being political or religious.  Mr Helferty disputed this, expressing concern that this group would be entitled to apply for funding after one year’s recognition.
In response to a question from Ms Ayomide Esan (Medicine 2) regarding the specific nature of the proposed society, Mr Hogg stated that a principal aim of the society would be to educate students about the culture and history of Orangeism, and he believed that Ms Esan’s question indicated the need for such a society.
Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this rule amendment should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Hogg and, following a show of voting cards, was clearly passed.
The proposed rule amendment was clearly passed.
Mr Hogg proposed that standing orders be reinstated.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Philip Allister (LSES 2) and, following a show of voting cards, was clearly passed.
141.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 12 MARCH 2007. 

141.1
Minute 138.7
Mr Daniel Brown (Postgraduate) stated that, contrary to the minute, he had spoken against the motion in question.  This was duly noted by Council.

Bearing in mind the above, the minutes of the Statutory Meeting held on 12 March 2007 (SUC/M/07/2) were accepted as a true and accurate record.
142.
ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.

142.1
Minute 137.1
Mr Gavin Howell (Open) expressed congratulations to those candidates who had been successful in the recent sabbatical elections.

Mr Howell noted that, at the Statutory Meeting of 12 March 2007, the Union President had “accepted that a review of the work carried out was probably necessary, or possibly a survey amongst students regarding the effectiveness of the various campaigns and events”.  Mr Howell asked what progress had been made with regard to this matter.

The Union President stated that it would be appropriate to review the Semester 1 and Semester 2 objectives contained within the Plan of Work prior to the end of the current academic year, and he gave an undertaking to carry out such an appraisal in due course and communicate its findings to Councillors.

There were no further matters arising from the minutes.
143.
COMMUNICATIONS.
The Deputy President reported that the Fair Trade Fashion Show would be taking place in the Mandela Hall on the evening of Tuesday 1 May 2007.
144.
BYE-ELECTIONS.


There were none.

145.
ELECTIONS.


There were none.

146.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULE AMENDMENTS.

146.1
RULE AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Clubs and Societies)

Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
Queen’s University Suas Society

Proposer:
Kevin McGourty (Vice-President Clubs and Services)

Seconder:
Michael Forde (Vice-President Education)
Council noted that all of the required documentation had been submitted by the proposed society within the required timeframe.
In response to a question from Ms Jamie Gianoutsos (Postgraduate), the Vice President Clubs and Services read out the aims and objectives of the proposed society.

The proposed rule amendment was clearly passed.
146.2
RULE AMENDMENT 2 (regarding Clubs and Societies)
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
Queen’s University Art Society

Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)

Seconder:
Kevin McGourty (Vice-President Clubs and Services)
Council noted that all of the required documentation had been submitted by the proposed society within the required timeframe.
In response to a question from Ms Jamie Gianoutsos (Postgraduate), the Vice President Clubs and Services stated that all types of art would be dealt with by the proposed society.

The proposed rule amendment was clearly passed.

In response to a statement from Mr McGourty, Council noted that the Queen’s University Juggling Club had reformed after a period of inactivity.
147.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

The following reports were formally tabled for the consideration of Council:


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/07/6)

Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/07/7)

The following reports were informally tabled for the consideration of Council:

Report of the Student Community Action Officer (SUC/P/07/8)

Report of the Vice President Clubs and Services (no reference number)
The Union President stated that, since the last Statutory Meeting of the Council, he had attended a number of conferences on behalf of the student body.  

Mr Preston was disappointed that, of ten representatives who had been nominated to attend the NUS Conference, only four had attended.

He stated that, of seven delegates who had been nominated to attend the USI Congress, six had attended.  
He further stated that, of six delegates who had been nominated to attend the NUS/USI Regional Conference, only two had attended.

Council noted that Ms Katie Morgan had been elected to serve as NUS/USI Regional Convenor for 2007-08.
Mr Preston stated that the regional levy that is payable to NUS/USI has been reduced from £22,000 per annum to £19,000 per annum.

Mr Preston also reported that, amongst the principal issues that he had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting, were the following:

· work with regard to rebranding and the updating of the Students’ Union website.

· work with regard to Phase 5 of the Students’ Union refurbishment.

-
further work on the Windle Report, a structural review of the Students’ Union.
Council noted that the Phase 5 development had been rescheduled and would now commence following summer graduation, enabling a major QUB Dragonslayers’ event to take place in the Students’ Union building between Friday 22 June 2007 and Sunday 24 June 2007. 
The Vice President Education stated that the principal issues that he had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting were outlined in his tabled report (SUC/P/07/6).
It was noted that, as directed by a previous Statutory Meeting of Council, Mr Forde had written to the Director of Academic Affairs regarding motions that had been passed, and that the University had given an undertaking to consult with Faculties on these matters and issue a response in due course.
Mr Forde also commended the size and substance of the Report of the Student Community Action Officer (SUC/P/07/8).

The Vice President Welfare stated that the principal issues that he had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting were outlined in his tabled report (SUC/P/07/7).
The Vice President Clubs and Services stated that the principal issues that he had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting were outlined in his tabled report (no reference number).
148.
REPORTS FROM UNION COMMITTEES AND RECOMMENDATIONS.


There were none.

149.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES.

There were none.

150.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.

There were none.

151.
QUESTIONS.

151.1
To the Union President
Could the Union President provide details of the total amount contributed to NUS/USI for each of the past five years?


Proposer:
Richard Cairns (12501042)


Seconder:
Gavin Howell (13777041)
The Union President stated that, based upon information available to him at this time, the contribution to the national students’ unions in recent years had been as follows:
2006-07 £51,052 affiliation fee and £11,750 regional levy
2005-06 £51,250 affiliation fee and £7,644 regional levy

2004-05 £46,546 affiliation fee and £7,644 regional levy

2003-04
£46,546 affiliation fee and £7,644 regional levy

Mr Preston stated that, since the early 1990s, Queen’s University Students’ Union had paid a contribution towards the wage costs of the NUS/USI Regional Convenor post.

The Vice President Education stated that a considered debate regarding the benefits or otherwise of the Students’ Union’s continued membership of the national organisations was long overdue, and he further stated that he would welcome such a debate.

Supplementary Question 
Mr Cairns echoed the views expressed by Mr Forde, and asked the Union President to outline the benefits associated with continued membership of the national organisations.

Mr Preston stated that, whilst he did not necessarily believe that current membership represented value for money, he nonetheless was of the view that there was much benefit associated with belonging to a unified, national student organisation.

Council noted that a later motion would facilitate further debate on this important matter.
151.2
To the Union President
Is the Executive Committee furnished with audited accounts for NUS/USI each year?



Proposer:
Richard Cairns (12501042)


Seconder:
Gavin Howell (13777041)

The Union President confirmed that this was the case and he stated that he had the current audited accounts with him.  Mr Preston stated that these accounts would be available for consultation in his office, by arrangement with himself.

Supplementary Question
Mr Cairns asked whether the Union President could confirm that all surpluses generated by NUS/USI were reinvested for the good of the student movement.

Mr Preston confirmed that this was the case, and he stated that the most recent audited accounts indicated a £10,000 surplus for the period in question.
152.
MOTIONS.

152.1
Motion 1
This Council believes that the introduction of water charges in April will increase the growing problem of student debt. 
This Council notes that, contrary to what Peter Hain says, the people of N. Ireland already pay for their water through their district rates.

This Council opposes the introduction of water charges and aims to fight 

against the water tax by linking with the Trade Unionists Against Water 

Charges campaign.

Proposer:
Michael Collins (11953063)

Seconder:
Sean Mitchell (15231054)
Council noted that neither the proposer nor the seconder of the motion were present to formally move this item of business.  Mr Gavin Howell (Open) felt that the absence of these two Councillors was most regrettable.
There was some informal debate amongst Councillors regarding the current policy of the Democratic Unionist Party on the issue of water charges.

There were no speakers for the motion.

Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate) spoke against the motion, stating that he would be opposed to lawbreaking with regard to this issue.

On a point of information, Mr Michael Bower (Science and Agriculture 2) enquired whether the Vice President Education had obtained legal advice on this matter, as directed by the last Statutory Meeting of Council.

Mr Forde reported that he had, on behalf of Council, written to the University’s Head of Legal Services, who had advised that the Students’ Union seek external legal advice on this matter.

Mr Forde stated that, given the recent deferral of water charges for a period of twelve months, he would also be deferring his investigation into this matter until further notice.

Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by the Postgraduate Students’ Officer, and was clearly carried.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly defeated.

152.2
Motion 2
This Council is the only body mandated by the Students’ Union Constitution of Queen’s University to “promote the interests of the students and represent them in all matters affecting their interests.”

This Council reminds the National Union of Students / Union of Students in Ireland (NUS/USI) of this fact.  It disassociates the students of the said University from all campaigns organised by NUS/USI.  This Council requires that NUS/USI make this clear on their website and publications.

If this Council wishes to associate itself with any campaign organised by 
NUS/USI, it will pass a motion endorsing the specific campaign.  The proposer of any such motion must make the nature of the campaign crystal clear.  They will outline aims and objectives, and state clearly how NUS/USI hopes to achieve these aims and objectives.
Proposer:
Samuel Morrison (10974067)

Seconder:
Thomas Hogg (12862061)
At this point, a member of Council became unwell, and a short adjournment of business took place.
Upon resumption of business, Mr Morrison proposed the motion, stating that a previous motion that was defeated at a recent Statutory Meeting of Council would, if it had been passed, have given a blanket endorsement to all NUS/USI campaigns.
Mr Morrison stated that, when he contacted the organisation, a representative of NUS/USI refused to discuss the specific motion that had been defeated by Council and the implications of that decision.

Mr Morrison further stated that he had consulted the NUS/USI website, which prominently expressed disappointment regarding the recent failure of the Canadian courts to grant legal recognition to a same-sex ‘marriage ceremony’ between two females.  He stated that he did not wish to be associated with the sentiments expressed on this website.

Mr Morrison stressed that he was opposed to the reinterpretation of God’s word on the issue of marriage, which was a partnership between a man and a woman.  He stated that the purpose of the motion was to assert the independence of the Students’ Union Council at Queen’s University, rather than to lend support to Christian doctrine.
Mr Morrison stated that the view that the Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion Service was ‘homophobic’ and ‘disgusting’ held no resonance with him, and was evidence of the fact that NUS/USI remained hopelessly out of touch with student thinking.

The Union President spoke on the motion, stating that there was no constitutional provision for selecting those individual activities, agendas and policies of NUS/USI that a students’ union might choose to ‘like’ or ‘dislike’.

Mr Preston stated that, if an individual students’ union felt strongly and consistently opposed to the principal campaigns of a national organisation, that union should debate the logic of remaining in such an organisation.
Mr Thomas Hogg (LSES 1) spoke for the motion, stating that he shared the concerns expressed by Mr Morrison.
Mr Hogg stated that a number of the key campaigns highlighted on the website of NUS/USI website were ludicrous, including:

· a campaign expressing support for civil unions in the Irish Republic.

· a campaign to remove the ban on gay men giving blood.

· a campaign opposing homophobia in Nigeria.

· a campaign in support of bisexual rights on both sides of the Irish border.

· a campaign to grant full legal recognition to transsexuals.
· a campaign in support of Irish language provision.
Mr Hogg stated that these were not student issues, and he believed that the national organisations were pursuing agendas that did not enjoy the support of ordinary students.
Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2) spoke against the motion, reaffirming the need for a considered debate on the work of the national students’ unions and their relevance or otherwise.
Mr Robert McClure (Engineering 4) spoke for the motion, stating that he deplored the actions of NUS/USI with regard to a number of the campaigns that Mr Hogg had outlined.  
Mr McClure stated that, as a Christian, he could not give his support to the promotion of homosexuality and he believed that Councillors had a responsibility to tell ordinary students what NUS/USI was campaigning for on their behalf.
Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) spoke for the motion, stating that it was every Christian’s duty to oppose campaigns such as those being orchestrated by the NUS/USI organisation.  He stated that he believed homosexuality to be a sin, and he illustrated this belief by quoting from the scriptures.

Mr Ross McCartney (LSES 2) spoke against the motion, pointing out that he was a non-Christian and stating that many students would not be in agreement with the sentiments expressed by those speakers supporting the motion.

The Vice President Welfare spoke on the motion, stating that Councillors should remember that they were elected to represent all students.  Mr Caughey stated that scripture could also be quoted selectively to promote love of one’s neighbour.
On a point of information, Mr McClure stated that where the law of the land ran contrary to scripture, his loyalty would always rest with biblical teachings.
Mr Richard Cairns (Humanities 3) spoke for the motion, but emphasised the need for further and substantive debate on the issues that the motion had brought to the fore.

In response to a question from Ms Jamie Gianoutsos (Postgraduate), the Union President stated that the agenda of NUS/USI was determined by that organisation’s Regional Council, at which Queen’s University Students’ Union was represented.
Council noted that the Students’ Union did not influence the region’s autonomous Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transsexual (LGBT) Campaign.
The Deputy Editor of the Union Newspaper spoke on the motion, stating that the many references to scripture and the religious overtones of the debate should not detract from the major issues and concerns that were contained within the motion, and which needed to be properly debated.
On a point of information, Mr Morrison stated that five of the six campaigns highlighted on the NUS/USI website related to homosexual issues.  This statement was disputed by the Union President and Mr Helferty, and Councillors were advised to consult the website themselves.
Mr Connor proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Hogg, and was clearly carried.
Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.
At this point, a quorum count was requested.  The Union Speaker stated that, under Section 1.3.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, one-quarter of the total elected membership of the Council shall form a quorum.  Mr Barton further stated that thirty-five members of the Council would therefore have to be present in order that the meeting be quorate.

Mr Barton, under section 1.3.2 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, permitted the designated ten minute period for a quorum to be formed and, when it became clear that fewer than thirty-five members of the Council were present, he declared the meeting inquorate and adjourned business for the evening.

It was noted that the following items of business could not be considered at this time:
Motions 3 to 5 inclusive
It was noted that Motion 6 had been withdrawn.
153.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The Union Speaker announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council would take place on Wednesday 9 May 2007 at 
6.15 p.m. in the Students’ Union.


DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to Students’ Union Council  
PAGE  
1

