






SUC/M/07/1
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

Statutory Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 8 February 2007 in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.



Present:


Mr Graham Barton (Union Speaker, in the Chair)





Mr Philip Allister (LSES 2)





Mr David Baker (Postgraduate)





Ms Claire Bullock (LSES 3)

Mr Richard Cairns (Humanities 3)





Mr David Cather (Engineering 4)





Mr Colin Caughey (Vice President Welfare)





Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3)





Mr David Crowe (LSES 3)





Mr Michael Currie (Postgraduate Students’ Officer)





Mr Mark Dodds (LSES 2)





Ms Jennifer Dunn (Humanities 2)





Mr Michael Forde (Vice President Education)





Ms Jamie Gianoutsos (Postgraduate)

Mr Andrew Gillan (Humanities 3)

Mr John Glenn (Medicine 4)

Mr David Graham (Humanities 3)

Mr Edward Hanna (Student Community Action Officer)

Ms Sarah Harris (Open)

Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2)

Ms Julie Henderson (Science and Agriculture 4)

Ms Jennifer Hill (Women’s Officer)
Mr Thomas Hogg (LSES 1)

Mr Gavin Howell (Open)

Ms Aoife Laughlin (LSES 1)

Mr Kevin McGourty (Vice President Clubs and Services)

Mr David McKeown (Deputy Editor of the Union Newspaper)

Ms Deborah Mills (LSES 3)

Mr Sam Moore (Postgraduate)

Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate)

Mr Ben Preston (Union President)

Mr Peter Quinn (Deputy President)





Mr Richard Reid (Engineering 2)





Mr Brian Roulston (LSES 2)





Mr Mark Roy (Postgraduate)





Mr Mark Scott (LSES 3)





Ms Sharon Simpson (Science and Agriculture 3)

In Attendance:


Mr Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Acting Secretary)
118.
APOLOGIES.
Apologies for inability to attend were received from the following members:




Ms Ruth Annett (Open First Year)

Mr Elliott Bell (Open)
Mr Gavin Boyd (LSES 3)

Mr Daniel Brown (Postgraduate)


Mr Jonathan Hadley (Medicine 2)
Mr Mark Hill (Science and Agriculture 3)

Ms Sarah Lavery (Humanities 3)

Mr Andrew Linton (Engineering 2)
Mr Ciaran Magee (Medicine 2)

Mr Robert McClure (Engineering 4)

Mr Alan John Mitchell (Science and Agriculture 2)





Ms Natalie Simpson (Cultural Affairs Officer)





Mr Graeme Smyth (Open)





Ms Laura Warke (Humanities 2)

119.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 13 DECEMBER 2006. 

The minutes of the Statutory Meeting held on 13 December 2006 (SUC/M/06/8) were accepted as a true and accurate record.
120.
ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.

Minute 106
In response to a question from Mr Richard Reid (Engineering 2), the Union President stated that he wished to add the names of members of Council to the official photograph.  Mr Preston further stated that he would make arrangements for the photograph of members to be left in the 2nd Floor Reception, in order that individual Councillors could call in and identify where (on the photograph) they are located.  It was agreed that the Union President would e-mail Councillors in order to update them on progress.
Minute 108.1
In response to a question from Mr Philip Allister (LSES 2), the Union President stated that a major strategic review was currently being undertaken by Mr John Windle (consultant and former General Manager of Sheffield University Students’ Union).  Mr Preston further stated that he believed that the findings of this review would provide an appropriate ‘steer’ for the Students’ Union Constitutional Review Group.

In response to a further question from Mr David Cather (Engineering 4), the Union President confirmed that the Windle Review would consider the staffing structure within the Students’ Union, as well as the role of elected student officers.

121.
COMMUNICATIONS.
There were none.
122.
BYE-ELECTIONS.


There were none.

123.
ELECTIONS.

123.1
ELECTION OF DELEGATION TO ATTEND NATIONAL UNION OF STUDENTS CONFERENCE.

It was noted that the Students’ Union’s delegation to attend the National Union of Students (NUS) Conference in Blackpool from 27-29 March 2007 had been elected unopposed. 

123.2
ELECTION OF DELEGATION TO ATTEND UNION OF STUDENTS IN IRELAND CONGRESS.

It was noted that the Students’ Union’s delegation to attend the Union of Students in Ireland (USI) Congress in Bundoran from 4-6 April 2007 would be elected on or around 1 March 2007.  Members of Council were advised to contact Brian Heading (Returning Officer) for further details.

124.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULE AMENDMENTS.

124.1
RULE AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Clubs and Societies)


Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to delete:


1.
Queen’s University Irish Folk Music Society

Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)

Seconder:
Kevin McGourty (Vice-President Clubs and Services)
In response to a question from Mr David Cather (Engineering 4), Council noted that all of the required documentation in support of the Irish Folk Music Society’s application for recognised status had been submitted in accordance with the Students’ Union Constitution and was available at the meeting for consultation.

Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate) stated that, although he was not an expert in relation to Irish folk music, he had a number of concerns with regard to the proposed recognition of this society.  He quoted a selection of lyrics from songs performed by the Irish band The Wolfe Tones, stating that the lyrics in question glorified republican terrorism.  He stated that a guarantee should be provided by this proposed society that they would not be glorifying terrorism.
Mr Kevin McGourty (Vice President Clubs and Services) stated that, whilst he understood the concerns that Mr Morrison had raised, it should be noted that any decision by the Council could be deemed null and void if such a decision contravened any provisions contained within the University’s Statutes.  He further stated that a policy of anti-discrimination was built into the Statutes, and that all groups, clubs and societies at Queen’s University must abide by this policy.  

Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) stated that a number of societies had been imposed upon the Council in the past, and he emphasised that it was important that elected members should have the right to voice their concerns and, where appropriate, their opposition to such societies.
Mr Morrison indicated that it would be difficult for members of Council to vote upon recognition of the Irish Folk Music Society from a position of knowledge, as the group had not provided anyone either to explain the function of the society or to answer questions.
On a point of information, Mr McGourty stated that all of the concerns that had been raised would be addressed either within the existing University Statutes, or during the course of the forthcoming Students’ Union Constitutional Review.

The Union President stated that, in the event of any society contravening the provisions contained within the University Statutes, that society and its officers would then become subject to the University’s Disciplinary Procedures.  Mr Preston indicated that this safeguard should assuage the concerns that had been raised by a number of Councillors. 
The Union Speaker stated that the recognition of proposed societies was one of the most important functions of the Council, although he accepted that the University Senate had the legal authority to nullify the decisions of Council.
Mr Cather stated that it was vitally important that Council ensured that all societies were appropriate, particularly those societies that would be entitled to apply for grant aid following one year in existence. 

Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2) stated that no additional guarantees or assurances should either be requested or offered, given the existence of the Statutes and the University’s Disciplinary Procedures, and given the fact that many other proposed societies in the past had not been required to give such guarantees or assurances.
Mr Barton stated that it was his interpretation of the Students’ Union Constitution that, where requested by the Council, such assurances or guarantees should be provided.
Mr Michael Forde (Vice President Education) stated that Mr Morrison, by his own admission, knew little about Irish folk music.  He stated that, of course, no member of Council would wish to support any society that would glorify terrorism and he emphasised that there was nothing contained within the proposed society’s constitution to suggest that this situation would ever arise.
On a point of information, Mr Morrison stated that the glorification of terrorism was not specifically ruled out within the proposed society’s constitution.
Mr Forde stated that the students involved in the proposed society were very dedicated musicians and artists, who would be performing as part of the University’s programme of events for St. Patrick’s Day. 
Mr McGourty stated that a rejection of this proposed society would be contrary to the University Statutes and, accordingly, would be open to a legal challenge.

Mr Morrison stated that the debate had exposed a shortcoming in the procedures of Council, insofar as there would inevitably be occasions where the presence of one or more members of a proposed society would be required in order to answer questions and address concerns.

Mr John Glenn (Medicine 4) proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this rule amendment should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by the Vice President Welfare, and was clearly carried.
Following a show of voting cards, the proposed rule amendment was the subject of a tied vote (for 14, against 14, abstained 4).
Exercising his casting vote, the Union Speaker voted against the proposal, rendering it defeated.
At this point, some Councillors left the meeting and a quorum count was requested.  The Union Speaker stated that, under Section 1.3.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, one-quarter of the total elected membership of the Council shall form a quorum.  Mr Barton further stated that thirty-five members of the Council would therefore have to be present in order that the meeting be quorate.

Mr Barton, under section 1.3.2 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, permitted the designated ten minute period for a quorum to be formed and, when it became clear that fewer than thirty-five members of the Council were present, he declared the meeting inquorate and adjourned business for the evening.

It was noted that the following items of business could not be considered at this time:
Rule Amendment 2

Report of the Executive Committee and Recommendations

Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations

Reports from University Committees

Constitutional Questions

Questions

Motions 1 to 17 inclusive
125.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The Union Speaker announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council would take place on Monday 12 March 2007 at 
6.15 p.m. in the Students’ Union.


DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to Students’ Union Council  
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