






SUC/M/07/2
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

Statutory Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 12 March 2007 in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.



Present:


Mr Graham Barton (Union Speaker, in the Chair)





Mr Philip Allister (LSES 2)





Mr David Baker (Postgraduate)





Mr Michael Bower (Science and Agriculture 2)





Mr Daniel Brown (Postgraduate)





Ms Sarah Buchanan (Humanities 1)





Ms Claire Bullock (LSES 3)

Mr Richard Cairns (Humanities 3)

Mr James Campbell (Open)





Mr David Cather (Engineering 4)





Mr Colin Caughey (Vice President Welfare)





Mr Michael Collins (Humanities 1)





Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3)





Mr David Crowe (LSES 3)





Mr Michael Currie (Postgraduate Students’ Officer)





Mr Mark Dodds (LSES 2)





Mr Cian Doherty (Science and Agriculture 1)





Ms Jennifer Dunn (Humanities 2)





Ms Ayomide Esan (Medicine 2)





Ms Helen Ford (Medicine 2)





Mr Michael Forde (Vice President Education)





Mr Christopher Gardiner (Medicine 4)





Ms Jamie Gianoutsos (Postgraduate)

Mr Andrew Gillan (Humanities 3)

Mr John Glenn (Medicine 4)

Mr Michal Harkin (Humanities 2)

Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2)

Mr Thomas Hogg (LSES 1)

Mr Gavin Howell (Open)

Mr Fergus McAleavy (LSES 2)

Mr Ross McCartney (LSES 2)

Mr David McKeown (Deputy Editor of the Union Newspaper)

Ms Deborah Mills (LSES 3)

Mr Sam Moore (Postgraduate)

Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate)

Mr Eugene O’Kane (Science and Agriculture 1)

Mr Ben Preston (Union President)

Mr Peter Quinn (Deputy President)





Mr Richard Reid (Engineering 2)





Mr Brian Roulston (LSES 2)





Ms Natalie Simpson (Cultural Affairs Officer)





Ms Sharon Simpson (Science and Agriculture 3)





Mr Graeme Smyth (Open)





Mr Roger Stewart (Medicine 4)

In Attendance:


Mr Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Acting Secretary)
126.
APOLOGIES.
Apologies for inability to attend were received from the following members:

Ms Ruth Annett (Open First Year)

Mr Ciaran Magee (Medicine 2)

Mr Elliott Bell (Open)


Mr Jonathan Hadley (Medicine 2)
Ms Jennifer Hill (Women’s Officer)
Mr Dermot Keenan (Open)
Mr Andrew Linton (Engineering 2)
127.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 8 FEBRUARY 2007. 

The minutes of the Statutory Meeting held on 8 February 2007 (SUC/M/07/1) were accepted as a true and accurate record.
128.
ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.

There were no matters arising from the minutes.
129.
COMMUNICATIONS.
There were none.
130.
BYE-ELECTIONS.


There were none.

131.
ELECTIONS.

131.1
SABBATICAL ELECTIONS TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE STUDENTS’ UNION.

It was noted that sabbatical elections would take place on Wednesday 14 March 2007 and Thursday 15 March 2007.
132.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULE AMENDMENTS.

132.1
RULE AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Clubs and Societies)


Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to delete:


1.
Queen’s University Irish Folk Music Society

Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)

Seconder:
Kevin McGourty (Vice-President Clubs and Services)
At the request of Council, Mr Cathal Lynch (office bearer of the proposed Queen’s University Irish Folk Music Society) was in attendance, in order to speak on behalf of the proposed society and to answer any questions that Councillors might have.  Speaking rights were extended to Mr Lynch for this purpose.
Mr Lynch reported that the group in question had been formed at the beginning of the 2006-07 academic year.  It was noted that the University’s Music Department had appointed a lecturer dealing specifically with the genre of traditional folk music, and it was further noted that the Department was supportive of the proposed society.

Mr Lynch stated that the principal activities of the proposed society were concerts, lunchtime recitals, lectures etc.  He further stated that a number of Ulster-Scots musicians had been involved in the work of the proposed society, including William Drennan.

Mr Lynch emphasised that the proposed society was non-political and had members from all sections of the local community and beyond.  He stated that it was the sincere wish of the society simply to receive recognition from Council, in order that its membership might formally become established to sing and play the music that they love.

In response to a question from the Union Speaker, Mr Lynch indicated that the proposed society was keen to obtain the status associated with being a recognised society of the Students’ Union.  He stated that the group was partially funded by the Music Department at present but, ultimately, would wish to bid for appropriate funding on the same basis as any other club or society, rather than depend on handouts from the Department.  It was noted that such funding would be mainly required in order to facilitate the staging of lectures and the organisation of trips, in common with many other societies. 
In response to a question from Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2), Mr Lynch reminded Council of the aims and objectives of the proposed society.

Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate) expressed his gratitude to Mr Lynch, indicating that his attendance and his contribution had been most welcome and informative.  Mr Morrison expressed the hope that other societies wishing to seek recognition would also provide a representative in order to inform the decision making processes of the Council.  The Union President echoed the views expressed by Mr Morrison.

On a point of information, Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) asked whether, in the event of recognition not being granted to the proposed society, there would be another walk-out.  The Deputy President indicated that Mr Connor would simply have to wait and see what transpired.

The Union Speaker thanked Mr Lynch and suggested that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this rule amendment should now be put.  The proposal was overwhelmingly passed.
132.2
RULE AMENDMENT 2 (Regarding Clubs and Societies)

Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
World Centre Campus Ministry at Queen’s University

Proposer:
Orla McKeever (14947056)

Seconder:
Fiona McCrea (14655055)
The aims and objectives of the proposed society were read out.
Mr David Cather (Engineering 4) stated that he was satisfied with the bona fides of the proposed society, and he further stated that this group has a number of active sister organisations on many campuses throughout the United States.

Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate) expressed his concern that this proposed society had not provided a representative in order to inform the decision making processes of the Council.  He stated that it was not satisfactory that neither the proposer nor the seconder of the rule amendment was present.

The Council noted that, as a religious society, this group would have no entitlement to financial support from the Students’ Union.  Concern was expressed regarding posters that had been on display on campus, labelling this proposed group as the “Queen’s University World Centre Campus Ministry”, a title that it was not yet entitled to use.
In response to a question from Gavin Howell (Open), it was noted that the proposed society had provided all of the information that it was constitutionally bound to deliver within the required timeframe.

Mr Cather proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this rule amendment should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) and, following a show of voting cards, was clearly passed.

132.3
RULE AMENDMENT 3 (regarding Clubs and Societies)
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
Queen’s University Suas Society

Proposer:
Kevin McGourty (Vice-President Clubs and Services)

Seconder:
Michael Forde (Vice-President Education)

The Vice-President Education reported that this proposed society was being formed in order to provide a platform for helping underprivileged children in the Third World.
Ms Ayomide Esan (Medicine 2) stated that this organisation is non-sectarian and is not affiliated to any religious organisation.  She further stated that she knew of a friend who had carried out work for the organisation in question in India.

It was agreed that, as the Constitution of this proposed society was not available for consultation, this matter would be deferred until the next Statutory Meeting.

133.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

The following report was tabled for the consideration of the Council:


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/07/5)
The Union President stated that, amongst the principal issues that he had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting, were the following:

· work with regard to the updating of the Students’ Union website.

· work with regard to Phase 5 of the Students’ Union refurbishment.

· appointment of a designer to produce agreed branding.

-
work on the Windle Report, a structural review of the Students’ Union.
The Deputy President stated that, amongst the principal issues that he had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting, were the following:

· general advice work.

· review of the University’s skills policy.

· participation in an enterprise summit in Dundee.

· appointment of a designer to produce agreed branding.

-
work on the Windle Report, a structural review of the Students’ Union.
The Vice President Welfare stated that, amongst the principal issues that he had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting, were the following:

· general advice work.

· work with regard to the Private Tenancies Order.

· work in relation to the rent book issue.

· attendance at the NUS Activists’ Academy in Coventry.

· involvement in Sexual Health Awareness Week.
· promotional work for the Student Support Fund.
The Cultural Affairs Officer stated that, amongst the principal issues that she had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting, were the following:

· national Irish Language Week activities.

· the An Cumann Gaelach ceili.

-
involvement in anti-racism events.

In response to a question from Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3), Ms Simpson stated that she was working with all of those cultural clubs and societies that she had been provided contact details for.  
Ms Simpson further stated that she had been unable to obtain contact details for any Ulster-Scots organisations from the Vice President Clubs and Services.  It was noted that Mr Mark Dodds (LSES 2) was currently the contact for the Ulster-Scots Society at Queen’s University.
Mr David Cather (Engineering 4) asked why the Vice President was, once again, absent from a Statutory Meeting of the Council.  The Union Speaker was unable to provide an answer to this question and it was noted that no apology or explanation for non-attendance had been submitted by Mr McGourty.

The Postgraduate Students’ Officer stated that, amongst the principal issues that he had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting, were the following:

· assisting the Postgraduate Student Society.

· organising committee elections for the above group (scheduled to take place within the next week).

-
organising events that would be taking place prior to and after Easter.
Mr Connor asked whether the Postgraduate Students’ Officer had carried out any work, apart from establishing a committee.  Mr Currie reported that he had organised three postgraduate events to date, and that other events were planned.

The Vice President Education asked when the Postgraduate Students’ Officer was intending to seek recognition from the Council for his new society.  Mr Currie stated that the society was not fully constituted at this time, but he would be bringing forward the required documentation in due course.

The Deputy Editor of the Union Newspaper stated that, amongst the principal issues that he had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting, were the following:

· helping to establish the media room in the Students’ Union.

-
meeting with other members of the Executive Committee with regard to a number of student-related matters.
The Union Speaker stated that, amongst the principal issues that he had been dealing with since the last Statutory Meeting, were the following:

· developing an all-student e-mail regarding the work of Council.

· work on the Windle Report, a structural review of the Students’ Union.

-
meeting with members of the Executive Committee with regard to a number of student-related matters.
Mr Roger Stewart (Medicine 4) expressed concern that the International Students’ Officer had attended no Statutory Meetings of the Council, nor had he produced any reports to date.  Mr Stewart believed that more should have been done during the academic year by the Executive Committee, in order to integrate the important area of international student issues into the work of the Council.
134.
REPORTS FROM UNION COMMITTEES AND RECOMMENDATIONS.


There were none.

135.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES.

There were none.

136.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.

There were none.

137.
QUESTIONS.

137.1
To the Union President
Could the Union President, on behalf of all members of the Executive Committee, report on the success of their Semester One activities, as outlined in the “Executive Committee Plan of Work 2006/2007”?



Proposer:
Gavin Howell (13777041)


Seconder:
Richard Cairns (12501042)
The Union President highlighted the following event and activities that had been undertaken since the beginning of the current academic year:

Semester One Activities:


Students’ Union Publications- Student Newspaper (Deputy President)

Website Work and Development (President)

Campaign for a fairer entry system to the Institute of Professional Legal Studies (VP Education)

Represent students at SSPC & CSAC meetings (VP Education)

Promote Fairtrade (President, VP Welfare, Deputy President)

SSHH! Campaign (VP Education, VP Welfare)
Organisation of social events for postgraduates (PSO)

Creation of a Postgraduate blog site/ message board (PSO)


September 2006

Freshers’ Stall and Recruitment (SCA Officer)

Freshers Fortnight events (All Executive Committee members)

Student Handbook (Deputy President)

Place CV information on SU website (VP Education)

SSHH! Campaign (VP Education, VP Welfare)

Freshers’ Bazaar (VPCS)

Lecture tours (President and all Executive Committee members)

Way Forward Vision Document (President)

Fairtrade Photo Exhibition Launch (President, VP Welfare)

Poster campaign to try and encourage women to join Student Council (WO)
Cultural Tour of Belfast with International Students (CAO)


October 2006
Volunteers’ Fair (VP Welfare)
Community Training - NUS Conflict Management (SCA Officer)

Political Activism Week (Deputy President, VP Education, VP Welfare)

Campaign for longer main library opening hours at the weekend (VPEd, Pres)

SSCC training (VP Education)

Set up Careers Representative Scheme for each School (VP Education)

Clubs and societies’ annual training events (VPCS)

Proposed ‘Women in Local Government’ event during Democracy Week 






(Women’s Officer)

Language Events (Irish and / Ulster-Scots) (CAO)

Establishment of a Postgraduate Student Forum (PSO)

Postgraduate questionnaire (PSO)

Establish and implement training programme for mature students (MSO)


November 2006
Chinese students’ visit to Maghaberry prison to view handbook (SCA)

Community training – Ulster People’s College (SCA)

Create study guidebook prior to the January exams. (VP Education)
Campaign for a child-friendly area where mature student can meet (MSO)
Students’ Union Newspaper (Deputy President)

Accredited SU Council Training (Deputy President)
December 2006
Sandy Row and Holylands Residents’ Christmas party (SCA, VP Education, VP Welfare)

Society Budget Allocation (VPCS)

Annual SWOT fashion show (VPCS)

World Aids Day / Sexual Health Awareness (VP Welfare)
Supplementary Question
Mr Howell stated that, whilst he was not disputing or underestimating the amount of work that had been carried out by the Executive Committee during the current academic year, he wished to know how successful the work in question had actually been.
The Union President accepted that a review of the work carried out was probably necessary, or possibly a survey amongst students regarding the effectiveness of the various campaigns and events.  Mr Preston stated that he would investigate the feasibility of carrying out such exercises.

137.2
To the Union President
Could the Union President, on behalf of all members of the Executive Committee, disclose what percentage of their annual budgets has been allocated and how was it allocated?

Proposer:
Gavin Howell (13777041)

Seconder:
Richard Cairns (12501042)

The Union President reported the following:

The overall sabbatical officer budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £158,240, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £117,134 (or 74.02%).

Note:  Principal elements of the above were expenditures to 1 February 2007 of £39,512 (sabbatical officers’ stipends) and £67,057 (subscriptions to national students’ unions).

The overall Elections budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £6180, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £2959 (or 47.88%).

The overall Education General budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £5000, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £2523 (or 50.46%).

The overall Welfare General budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £4600, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £2586 (or 56.22%).

The overall Student Community Action budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £1500, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £381 (or 25.4%).

The overall International Student Affairs budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £515, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £88 (or 17.09%).

The overall Cultural Affairs budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £515, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £0 (or 0%).

The overall Women’s Campaigns budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £600, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £0 (or 0%).

The overall Postgraduate Affairs budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £600, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £17 (or 2.83%).

The overall Mature Student Issues budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £800, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £76 (or 9.5%).

The overall Communications budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £10,000, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £1391 (or 13.91%).

The overall Clubs and Services General budget allocation for the 2006-07 financial year was £5450, and net expenditure at 1 February 2007 was £1223 (or 22.44%).
The Union President stated that budgets had been allocated in line with the Students’ Union Executive Committee Plan of Work 2006-07, and allocations had been agreed with the Deputy General Manager.

Supplementary Question

There was no supplementary question.

137.3
To the Union President
The UYUC has learnt that the Union President recently enjoyed a trip to America funded by Students’ Union resources.  Could the Union President inform Council of the purpose of this trip, and the cost of the trip, and all expenses incurred on the trip and funded by the Students’ Union?

Proposer:
Gavin Howell (13777041)

Seconder:
Richard Cairns (12501042)
The Union President stated that the Conference of the Association of College Unions International (ACUI) Region 1 took place at the University of Connecticut between 15 November 2006 and 20 November 2006.

It was noted that ACUI is divided into fifteen regions, and Region 1 encompasses most of the colleges of the eastern seaboard of the US, as well as colleges based in Britain and Ireland.   It was further noted that ACUI is a non-profit educational organisation which brings together college union and student activities professionals from hundreds of institutions worldwide.

Mr Preston stated that ACUI encourages the participation of students as well as union staff in its activities, educational sessions and leadership programmes.   He further stated that the November conference featured numerous educational sessions, opportunities to exchange experiences and compare facilities, and comprehensive tours of colleges, students’ unions and student centres at Northeastern University, Harvard University, the University of Massachusetts, the University of Hartford and the University of Connecticut, where the conference itself was based.

Council noted that, in order to encourage attendance by international delegates, this conference offered sponsorship towards expenses, whereby 50% of travel and registration costs were reimbursed.  Mr Preston stated that, as a result of this generous incentive, 39 staff members and student officers (including two delegates from Queen’s University Belfast Students’ Union) from Britain and Ireland had attended the conference.


Mr Preston stated that the cost to the Students’ Union was as follows:

Registration fees were $850 (£450) per delegate, with all meals and accommodation included.  Flights were £340 per delegate, and expenses incurred whilst in US totalled £60.
The Union President stated that the total cost to the Students’ Union was therefore approximately £850 for both delegates, and it was noted that 50% of this figure was charged to the staff travel and conference budget.

It was the view of Mr Preston that, at a time when the Students’ Union is developing its facilities – both in terms of ongoing commercial development and the forthcoming provision of non-commercial social space – the chance to view a range of modern facilities for students was too good an opportunity to pass up. 

Supplementary Question
Mr Howell asked how Mr Preston would use the experience that he had gained at the ACUI Conference, in order to provide the best possible facilities for students at Queen’s University.
The Union President stated that the importance of social space had been a consistent theme in almost all of the college unions that had been visited in the Boston area, and the experience had enabled him to provide specific imaginative input into the plans for Phase 5 of the refurbishment of the Students’ Union premises, where were scheduled to come to fruition in the latter stages of 2008.

137.4
To the Vice-President Education
Following from his election manifesto promises from last year, could the Vice-President Education inform Council of the measures that he has taken in relation to the Institute for Professional Legal Studies (IPLS) for law students at Queen’s University?


Proposer:
Mark Dodds (12991058)


Seconder:
Brian Roulston (15891054)
The Vice President Education indicated that the information contained in the Appendix to his Executive Committee Report to Council (SUC/P/07/5) fully addressed the question that had been tabled.

Supplementary Question
Mr Dodds stated that Mr Forde had promised to deliver this matter in his manifesto and he questioned the wisdom of a walk-out at the February 2007 Statutory Meeting, when this issue was the subject of a motion on the agenda. 

The Vice President Education stated that he had promised to try to effect change with regard to this issue, and he emphasised that his efforts were continuing.

138.
MOTIONS.

138.1
Motion 1
This Council vehemently opposes racism and sectarianism in all its forms.  

This Council recognises the suffering caused by this blight on our society and commits itself to the ideal of a Students’ Union, and indeed a world, in which all people are treated with respect, and in which racism and sectarianism no longer exist.

In accordance with the above, this Council pledges its full support to the National Union of Students / Union of Students in Ireland (NUS/USI) in their efforts to stamp out racism and sectarianism amongst the student body.

This Council acknowledges the many benefits of diversity, and commits itself to ensuring that racism and sectarianism have no place amongst the student body, or within society.   


Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)


Seconder:
Colin Caughey (12246034)

Council noted that the above motion had been withdrawn.
138.2
Motion 2
Whilst recognising that Queen’s University Belfast has one of the lowest rates of weekend students of any university, this Council acknowledges that a significant number of students do remain in the University area at weekends.

Moreover, this Council feels that students are disadvantaged by having inadequate study facilities over the weekend, particularly on Saturdays.

This Council recommends that the University examines the possibility of increasing the opening hours of the libraries at weekends.

This Council further requests that, if the University is able to increase opening hours, this must be as an additional service to the opening hours currently offered.


Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
The Deputy Editor of the Union proposed the motion, stating that the law library was only open until 12.30 p.m. at weekends, a totally unacceptable situation that prevented students from having proper access to resources required for coursework assignments.  Mr McKeown further stated that a number of international students had complained about this matter.
Mr David Crowe (LSES 3) spoke on the motion, stating that he was unaware that international students had submitted complaints regarding this matter.

The Vice-President Education, as seconder, spoke for the motion.  Mr Forde stated that he had raised the issue of the library in the Medical Biology Centre (MBC) at a meeting of Academic Board.  It was noted that the facilities in the MBC now have extended opening hours, in order to provide access to computers.  Mr Forde emphasised that access to books and journals was also required, but it was noted that the University was claiming that it could neither persuade staff to work the required hours, nor could it afford to pay them.
Ms Jamie Gianoutsos (Postgraduate) spoke on the motion, stating that international students had to rush on Saturday mornings in order to obtain the books that they require for their weekend studies, and she stated that this situation was most inconvenient and detracted from the student experience.  Ms Gianoutsos stated that access to internet facilities was required throughout the weekend and she welcomed this motion, given the fact that the issues that are important to international students are so rarely voiced.
Mr Gavin Howell (Open) spoke for the motion, stating that access to the special collections was extremely important for history students, and he questioned the University’s right to demand extortionate student fees, whilst such an inadequate level of service was being provided.
Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) spoke for the motion, stating that it would be most beneficial for students to have access to University resources during extended opening hours on Saturdays.  It was Mr Connor’s view, however, that the Sabbath should remain as a day of rest.
Mr Richard Reid (Engineering 2) spoke for the motion, stating that the opening hours of the Science Library were also unsatisfactory.  He expressed disappointment that the University had failed to extend the opening hours of this facility during the main examinations period.
The Vice President Welfare spoke on the motion, stating that the Union Speaker should write to the University where appropriate, in order to inform the relevant department(s) of any motions that were passed by Council.  This was agreed.
Mr McKeown summarised, stating that he had first hand experience of the inadequate level of service in University libraries.  In response to the earlier comments of Mr Crowe, he stated that he had heard complaints from international students regarding this issue. 

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.

138.3
Motion 3
This Council acknowledges the high cost of photocopying within the University and hereby requests that the University provides a breakdown of the actual cost per sheet of such photocopying.

It is the view of Council that, in the event of this cost being lower than that currently charged to students, the University should lower its photocopying rates with immediate effect.


Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
Mr McKeown proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2), and was clearly carried.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.

138.4
Motion 4
Whilst recognising that law students are not alone in facing difficulties with regard to finding employment, this Council criticises the Institute of Professional Legal Studies at Queen’s University Belfast, for its highly secretive and expensive application process.

This Council notes that students are required to pay in excess of £200 in order to apply (a fee that has risen by over 25% in the last two years), in addition to approximately £7,000 per annum in fees, if successful.

This Council further notes that, in return for this money, students receive the date of their admissions examinations and no further information with regard to the format of the examinations.  Past papers are available upon payment of a further fee.  However, as no corresponding mark schemes are available and the format of the examinations changes greatly on an annual basis, these resources are rendered somewhat useless.

This Council notes that, unlike the University of Ulster, Queen’s University provides no classes in order to prepare students for the examinations, thus leaving our students at a disadvantage.

This Council calls upon Queen’s University and the Institute of Professional Legal Studies to do the following:

· provide information regarding the format of forthcoming examinations.

· provide answer schemes for past examination papers.

· provide the reasoning behind the increase in application fees.

· provide classes for those students undertaking the examinations, in order to negate the advantage currently enjoyed by students of the University of Ulster.



Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
The Deputy Editor of the Union proposed the motion, outlining his criticisms of the existing system of entry to the Institute of Professional Legal Studies at Queen’s University Belfast.  He stated that the arguments in support of this motion had been already summarised in detail by the Vice President Education, and he urged Councillors to support the motion.
Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr John Glenn (Medicine 4), and was clearly carried.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.
138.5
Motion 5
This Council calls upon the Executive Committee to work with the Elms Village and other relevant University accommodation departments, in order to realign – in the student’s favour – the payment of accommodation fees.


Proposer:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)


Seconder:
David McKeown (14296039)

Council noted that the above motion had been withdrawn.

138.6
Motion 6
This Council calls upon the Executive Committee to work with the Elms Village and other relevant University accommodation departments, in order to examine and remove the deeply unjust policy of collective punishment which is applied to residents of the Elms Village.


Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)
The Deputy Editor of the Union proposed the motion, stating that he had been unfairly fined as a result of the actions of other persons in the Elms Village.
The Vice President Welfare spoke on the motion, questioning whether the passing of this motion would have any effect on the situation at the Elms Village.  Mr Caughey suggested that members of the Council should write to the Director of Hospitality Services and the Director of Commercial Services, in order to state their opposition to the current punishment regime.  The Union Speaker suggested that a press release from the Executive Committee would also have power.

Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2) spoke for the motion, stating that he would be supportive of any tactic(s) that would ensure that this important issue was seriously addressed by the University.  He further stated that some of the fines that were being imposed on innocent students were tantamount to theft on the part of the University.
The Union President spoke for the motion, stating that it would be interesting to see whether the University would be operating a two-tier disciplinary system, when students from the University of Ulster were permitted to reside at the Elms Village.
On a point of information, Ms Jamie Gianoutsos (Postgraduate) stated that the imposition of unfair financial penalties was not just confined to the Elms Village, but was also being practiced in other University accommodation, such as Guthrie House and Mount Charles.

The proposer and seconder agreed that the motion be amended in order to reflect the situation in other areas of University accommodation outside the Elms Village, with the wording “and other areas of University accommodation” being added to the end of the original motion.

Mr Ross McCartney (LSES 2) spoke against the motion, stating that vandalism and misconduct were commonplace in the Elms Village and elsewhere, and he wondered how the University might otherwise address this situation effectively if it was not permitted to fine miscreants.
Mr Richard Cairns (Humanities 3) proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Gavin Howell (Open), and was clearly carried.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.
138.7
Motion 7
This Council notes the current national debate regarding the replacement of the United Kingdom’s present nuclear deterrent system, Trident.  
This Council supports the idea of a re-evaluation of the size and nature of nuclear deterrent required by the United Kingdom going into the mid 21st century.  
This Council would support a scale-back in the size of the national nuclear deterrent, if this were the outcome of a rational evaluation process.  
This Council, however, maintains that the United Kingdom will continue to need some form of nuclear deterrent for the foreseeable future and, as such, any talk of scrapping our nuclear capabilities entirely is not in the national interest.  And is damnably un-British.


Proposer:  
David Cather (14708027)


Seconder:  
Mark Roy (16115015)
Mr Cather proposed the motion, stating that in the aftermath of the Cold War, it was important to note that it was not possible to un-invent the nuclear bomb.  He further stated that the acquisition of components associated with the manufacture of such devices was no longer difficult, in the age of the internet.
Mr Cather expressed the concern that, if the anti-war lobby had its way, Iran and North Korea could be the only global nuclear powers.  He stated that mutually-assured destruction had proven to be an effective deterrent to a further global war.
Mr Ross McCartney (LSES 2) spoke against the motion, questioning whether it was worthwhile for the Council to debate an issue that they could not influence.
Mr Gavin Howell (Open) spoke on the motion, suggesting that Queen’s University should perhaps have its own nuclear capability, given the level of global terrorist threat that currently existed.  
On a point of information, Mr David Baker (Postgraduate) stated that many studies suggest that a proliferation of weapons tended to prompt rather than discourage conflicts.
Mr Daniel Brown (Postgraduate) spoke for the motion, emphasising the greatness of Britain.
Mr Roger Stewart (Medicine 4) proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Brown, and was clearly carried.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly defeated.


138.8
Motion 8
This Council notes the proposed introduction of water charges in Northern Ireland.  In the era of student fees, more charges to students should not be welcomed.

This Council mandates the Vice-President of Welfare and the Executive Committee to lobby on behalf of students to the Water Service, local government and political parties, in order to get the best deal possible for the student body, in relation to water charges.

Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)

Seconder:
Colin Caughey (Vice-President of Welfare)

The Union President left the meeting, as he had a prior appointment.

The Vice President Welfare proposed the motion, stating that he was seeking a mandate from Council to campaign on this issue.  Mr Caughey stated that, whilst the owner of a rented property might be legally responsible for paying water charges, it was inevitable that such charges would be passed on to the tenant.
Mr Michael Collins (Humanities 1) spoke on the motion, stating that the trade union movement already supported the principle of non-payment of water charges.  He further stated that postal workers were to be balloted on a proposal to refuse to deliver invoices relating to water charges, and he suggested that the Students’ Union should affiliate itself to the trade union campaign.
Mr Roger Stewart (Medicine 4) proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Caughey, but was clearly defeated, and the debate continued.
On a point of information, Mr Gavin Howell (Open) stated that, under the current rates review, student tenants would not have to pay household rates.  He was unsure whether a further lobbying campaign would be able to extract further concessions, and he wondered what tactics the Vice President Welfare envisaged using, in order to attain his goals.

Mr Caughey stated that the primary purpose of the motion, and any subsequent campaign, would be to obtain the best possible deal for students.

Mr John Glenn (Medicine 4) spoke against the motion, noting that he was obliged to pay water charges on his farm.

Mr David Cather (Engineering 4) spoke on the motion, advising that the Executive Committee should be encouraged to lobby the future local assembly, as he felt that they would essentially be pushing against an open door.  He was opposed to any call for students to break the law, as any small claims court ruling in a student’s disfavour would result in a zero credit rating being imposed upon them.

Mr Cather felt that trade unions that encouraged civil disobedience of this nature were endangering those people who are credit-reliant, many of whom are students.

Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Glenn, and was clearly carried.


Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.

138.9
Motion 9

This Council vehemently opposes racism and sectarianism in all of its forms.

This Council recognises the suffering caused by this blight on our society, and commits itself to the ideal of a Students’ Union, and indeed a world in which all people are treated with respect, and in which racism and sectarianism no longer exist.

This Council acknowledges the many benefits of diversity, and commits itself to ensuring that racism and sectarianism have no place in our student body, or in our society.


Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)


Seconder:
Colin Caughey (12246034)

The Vice President Welfare proposed the motion, which he believed to speak for itself.  Mr Caughey stated that he was keen to send a clear message that students would not tolerate racism and sectarianism.

Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate) spoke against the motion, noting that the original reference to the National Union of Students / Union of Students in Ireland (NUS / USI) organisation had been removed.  He believed that the reference to NUS / USI had been the whole point of the motion, and its removal rendered the motion even more meaningless.

Mr Morrison stated that, if the motion had been passed in its original format, organisations such as the Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion Service would have been condemned as homophobic, and the Students’ Union would have been endorsing a campaign to legitimise gay marriages in the Republic of Ireland.

On a point of information, Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2) suggested that Mr Morrison should debate the motion as it was currently worded on his agenda.
Mr Morrison continued, stating that the motion should be rejected because of its vagueness and the Students’ Union’s inability to implement a ‘global campaign’ on any issue.

Ms Claire Bullock (LSES 3) spoke on the motion, stating that the motion was clearly aspirational and the Students’ Union should always aim to influence as widely as it possibly could, regardless of the issue.
Mr Ross McCartney (LSES 2) spoke against the motion, citing its lack of specificity, and noting that it should go without saying that students were opposed to racism and sectarianism.

Mr David Cather (Engineering 4) spoke on the motion, stating that students had already signed up to the aspirations expressed therein.  He stated that the provisions contained within the Students’ Union Constitution and the University Calendar already expressed opposition to divisive conduct.
Mr Helferty spoke for the motion, emphasising that the motion offered an opportunity for this year’s Council to clearly reaffirm the benefits of diversity.
Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Helferty, and was clearly carried.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.

138.10
Motion 10
This Council notes with concern the shockingly high number of tragic deaths on this country’s roads, and extends its sympathies to those bereaved by road accidents.

This Council calls upon the Executive Committee to implement a high profile poster campaign to raise students’ awareness of the dangers of the road and to remind them to drive safely, in the hope that this may reduce their risk of being involved in road accidents.

Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)

Seconder:
Colin Caughey (12246034)
The Vice President Welfare proposed the motion, which he believed to speak for itself.  Mr Caughey stated that he was keen to send a clear message to students that they should be aware of the dangers of the road.
The Postgraduate Students’ Officer proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by Mr Ciarnan Helferty (Humanities 2), and was clearly carried.



Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.

138.11
Motion 11
This Council notes with alarm the disturbing increase in incidents of drink-spiking in Belfast.

Whilst accepting that this issue has particular magnitude for female students due to the risk of ‘date rape’, Council recognises that anyone can be a victim: male, female, young and including those who do not drink alcohol.

Council also acknowledges the suffering and fear that drink-spiking and ‘date rape’ can cause, as well as the current inadequacies in the system with regard to bringing perpetrators to justice.

In order to raise awareness of this very serious issue and to seek to lower the risk to students, this Council recommends the following preventative measures:

(i) that a high profile poster campaign be launched in the Students’ Union to raise awareness of this issue and to remind students not to leave their drinks unattended and to keep an eye out for any changes in behaviour of their friends which may indicate drink-spiking.

(ii) that the Students’ Union considers investing in anti-spike products (e.g. beer mats, bottle stoppers), to be supplied free to students.

(iii) that the Students’ Union’s bars introduce background checks for bar staff and glass collectors, similar to those already in place within the education system, in the hope that our good example may encourage other establishments to introduce similar measures.

(iv) that bar staff, door staff and other relevant staff receive basic training to raise their awareness of drink-spiking, and to ensure that they know what to do if they suspect that someone’s drink has been spiked. 

Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)

Seconder:
Colin Caughey (12246034)
The Vice President Welfare proposed the motion, stating that the intention was to highlight an issue of personal security and safety.  Mr Caughey noted the serious attack that had recently occurred on campus and he stated that ten attacks of this nature occurred at the University each year.
Mr Caughey reported that the Students’ Union had distributed personal attack alarms to a large number of male and female students, and he called for campaigns on issues such as improved street lighting.

A proposed amendment to the motion by Mr David Cather (Engineering 4) was not deemed to be acceptable to Mr Caughey, and was subsequently withdrawn.

On a point of information, Mr Samuel Morrison (Postgraduate) wondered whether the Students’ Union would be replicating government campaigns on the issues raised in the motion.  Mr Caughey contended that any Students’ Union campaign would be designed to complement rather than negate or damage any existing campaigns by government or other sources.
Ms Jamie Gianoutsos (Postgraduate) proposed that, under the provisions contained within Rule 7 Section 1.9.1, this motion should now be put.  This proposal was seconded by the Postgraduate Students’ Officer, and was clearly carried.



Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.

138.12 Motion 12
This Council calls upon the University Faculties to display more sympathy towards those students who act as carers to sick or differently-abled relatives, or who must support their family financially.

Council calls upon teaching staff to make every effort to ensure that notes are made available to students who, through no fault of their own, miss classes due to their assumed responsibilities and, at their discretion, to extend coursework deadlines should circumstances so dictate.

Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)

Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
The Vice President Education formally proposed the motion, stating that it was his intention to write to the University’s Director of Academic and Student Affairs on this issue.
Mr Mark Dodds (LSES 2) spoke for the motion, stating that he had personal experience of the subject matter of the motion.  He suggested that the spirit of the motion should also be extended to cover family members, and this was agreed by Council.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.

138.13
Motion 13

Whilst recognising the difficulties faced by the University Faculties through short-staffing and student numbers, this Council registers its concern that many of the modules advertised in recent prospectuses have been cancelled, leaving students with limited or no choice.

Council notes that this is of particular significance when these modules have a direct link to a specific career pathway.

This Council calls upon the University Schools and Faculties to make every effort to ensure that students are offered the widest range of choice that is possible, and that students be made aware of any changes to module options.

Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)

Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
The Vice President Education formally proposed the motion, stating that it was his intention to write to the University’s Director of Academic and Student Affairs on this issue.

The Deputy Editor of the Union Newspaper spoke for the motion, stating that he was aware that entire courses had been cancelled elsewhere.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly passed.
138.14
Motion 14
This Council notes that the introduction of top-up fees has deterred many students throughout Britain from attending University. 
This Council further notes that the Universities and Colleges Admissions 

Service has released figures showing a decrease of 3.7% - or 15,163 

students for this year.   This Council believes that people from the poorest communities are now terrified at the thought of have to pay back an average of £10000 when they leave university.

This Council notes that our local politicians are against the top up fees and Council proposes that as many students as possible be mobilised for a demonstration to coincide with the restoration of the assembly, in order to put pressure on the politicians to act.

Proposer:
Michael Collins (11953063)

Seconder:
Sean Mitchell (15231054)
Mr Michael Collins (Humanities 1) proposed what he described as an extremely important motion, particularly in the light of the recent local election results.  He stated that many local political parties remained opposed to the imposition of tuition fees, as these tended to hurt the poorest sectors of the community.
Mr Collins stated that education should be the right of all and he called for the Students’ Union to participate in a demonstration on 26 March 2007.

The Vice President Welfare spoke for the motion, noting that there had been a decline of 17% in the number of UCAS applications to Queen’s University.  Mr Caughey stated that, according to the most recent NUS research, the average student debt is actually £29,000 by the time that they leave college.
Mr Caughey also extended his congratulations to Mr Sean Mitchell (Humanities 2) who had polled 700 votes in the West Belfast constituency during the recent local assembly elections.
Mr Daniel Brown (Postgraduate) spoke on the motion, stating that there were too many young people at college who lacked the necessary academic ability or discipline that was required for third-level study.  He further stated that the presence of so many ‘stupid people’ within the higher education sector resulted in severe economic pressures, both at institutional and individual levels.

Mr David Crowe (LSES 3) spoke for the motion, stating that the automatic right to an education, regardless of personal economic circumstances, was vitally important.  He further stated that anyone would baulk at the level of debt that currently accompanied third-level study, and he called upon the Students’ Union to ensure that local politicians backed up their anti-fees rhetoric with genuine and effective actions.
Mr David Cather (Engineering 4) spoke on the motion, stating that the 17% decline in UCAS applications should be viewed in the context of the artificially high figures of the previous year, when large numbers of prospective students rushed to enter the third-level sector ahead of the introduction of tuition fees.  He further stated that, if any protest was to be held, it should be sited at Stormont.
Mr Cather stated that it was the job of the Executive Committee to organise effective demonstrations and campaigns and, in recent years, it was evident that they had delivered limited success at best.

The following amendment was proposed by Mr Andrew Connor (Engineering 3) and accepted by Mr Collins:

Add:

“This Council hereby mandates the Executive Committee to organise and mobilise legally, in order to take firm action against top-up fees.”

Following a show of voting cards, the amended motion was clearly passed.
138.15
Motion 15
This Council believes that the introduction of water charges in April will increase the growing problem of student debt. 
This Council notes that, contrary to what Peter Hain says, the people of N. Ireland already pay for their water through their district rates.

This Council opposes the introduction of water charges and aims to fight 

against the water tax by linking with the Trade Unionists Against Water 

Charges campaign.

Proposer:
Michael Collins (11953063)

Seconder:
Sean Mitchell (15231054)
Michael Collins (Humanities 1) proposed the motion, stating that a failure on the part of any individual to pay their water charges invoice would not affect that individual’s credit rating.  He emphasised that it was the politicians introducing this legislation, rather than the trade union movement, that were behaving in an irresponsible manner.
On a point of information, the Deputy Editor of the Union Newspaper reported that the Northern Ireland Office, as a result of an administrative oversight, had not yet made it illegal to refuse to pay water bills.

Mr David Crowe (LSES 3) spoke against the motion, stating that whilst he was opposed to charging for water, he could not agree with the final paragraph of the motion.  He further stated that he would be most concerned about students being issued with court judgements against them.

Mr David Cather (Engineering 4) spoke against the motion, stating that almost anything that was said by the current Secretary of State for Northern Ireland could be taken with a pinch of salt.  He further stated that all of the political parties had taken legal advice with regard to this issue, prior to the recent elections and it was his understanding that an individual’s credit rating would definitely be affected by a refusal to pay.

Mr Richard Reid (Engineering 2) spoke against the motion, stating that it was obvious that the water handling infrastructure needed to be improved, and that government would be liable for considerable fines, resulting from its continued failure to meet EU water requirements.  He further stated that the Students’ Union cannot endorse lawbreaking.

Mr Michael Bower (Science and Agriculture 2) spoke on the motion, suggesting that the Executive Committee should seek legal advice with regard to this matter.
Following a show of voting cards, it was agreed that this motion would be deferred until the next Statutory Meeting of the Council, pending legal advice.  It was further agreed that the Vice President Education would contact the University’s Legal Services Manager regarding this requirement.

At this point, a quorum count was requested.  The Union Speaker stated that, under Section 1.3.1 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, one-quarter of the total elected membership of the Council shall form a quorum.  Mr Barton further stated that thirty-five members of the Council would therefore have to be present in order that the meeting be quorate.

Mr Barton, under section 1.3.2 of Rule 7 of the Students’ Union Constitution, permitted the designated ten minute period for a quorum to be formed and, when it became clear that fewer than thirty-five members of the Council were present, he declared the meeting inquorate and adjourned business for the evening.

It was noted that the following items of business could not be considered at this time:
Motions 16 to 19 inclusive
139.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The Union Speaker announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council would take place on Monday 30 April 2007 at 
6.15 p.m. in the Students’ Union.


DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to Students’ Union Council  
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