

SUC/M/08/03

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

Statutory Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 10 April 2008 in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.



	Present:






	Abraham, Philip (Arts 3)
	Ovens, Mark (Arts 1)

	Allister, Philip (Open)
	Pauli, Anne (Arts 2)

	Andrews, Christopher (Arts 1)
	Rafferty, Steffan (EMC)

	Bower, Michael (Engineering 3)
	Reid, Richard (Engineering 3)

	Bradley, Michael (Engineering 3)
	Rice, Briege (Arts 2)

	Brogan, Shane (Arts 3)
	Roger, John (EMC)

	Byrne, Michelle (Arts 2)
	Roulston, Brian (Open)

	Campbell, Cathy (Medicine 4)
	Ryan-White, Georgina (Arts 3)

	Carscadden, Ray (Engineering 2)
	Saar, Ulla (Arts 2)

	Clerkin, Conor (Arts 2)
	Scott, Mark (Open)

	Corina, Joseph (Arts 1)
	Shilliday, Michael (Postgraduate)

	Dodds, Mark (Arts 3)
	Walls, Emma (Arts 1)

	Dunne, Stephen (Arts 1)
	Wright, Andrew (Engineering 1)

	Esan, Ayomide (Medicine 3)
	Wright, Richard (Open)

	Ford, Helen (Medicine 3)
	

	Fox, Gregory (Arts 2)
	

	Geddis, Frank (Postgraduate)
	

	Gilmore, Sunneva (Medicine 1)
	

	Gordon, Andrew (Engineering 3)
	

	Goss, Stephen (Open)
	

	Gow, Ian (Arts 3)
	

	Helferty, Ciarnan (EMC)
	

	Hendry, Daniel (Open First Year)
	

	Kearney, Susan (Arts 2)
	

	Londeree, Phillip (Union Speaker, in the Chair)
	

	Martin, Stephen (Postgraduate)
	

	McAleavey, Fergus (Arts 3)
	

	McCann, Darran (Postgraduate)
	

	McDowell, Grace (Medicine 4)
	

	McGoran, John (Medicine 3)
	

	McGovern, Peter (Medicine 3)
	

	McKeever, Killian (Engineering 3)
	

	McMillen, Katherine (Medicine 4)
	

	McShane, Stephen (Postgraduate)
	

	McSorley, Dean (Arts 1)
	

	Mimnagh, Aidan (Open)
	

	Morrison, Suzanne (Arts 3)
	

	Murphy, James (Open)
	


In Attendance:

Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Clerk)
232.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received in advance from the following members:





Charles, Andrew (Postgraduate)





Deb, Anurag (Medicine 1)





Donaghy, Katy (Medicine 3)





Doyle, Petrina (Postgraduate)





Griffiths, Maria (Arts 1)





Hawthorne, Laura (Arts 3)





Hobson, Alexandra (EMC)





Hogg, Thomas (Arts 2)





Kirk, Christopher (Medicine 1)





MacGiollaCheara, Seamus (Arts 2)





McCaffrey, Sarah (EMC)





McGibbon, Adam (Arts 2)





Milligan, Rhonda (Postgraduate)





O’Kane, Niall (Medicine 4)





Simpson, Sharon (EMC)

233.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 11 MARCH 2008 

It was agreed that the minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 11 March 2008 be accepted as a true and accurate record.

234.
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL VACATING SEATS

It was noted that Councillors had previously been made aware that under Rule 1, Section 3.1 of the Students’ Union’s Constitutional Rules:

“A Councillor shall…..be deemed to have vacated his/her seat on the Council 
if the Councillor fails to attend three consecutive meetings of the Council.”

It was further noted that the following fifty-one Councillors did not attend either the February 2008 Statutory Meeting, the March 2008 Statutory Meeting or the April 2008 Statutory Meeting.  Accordingly, they were deemed to have vacated their Council seats.
Laura Baird (Medicine 1)

Steven Boyce (Engineering 2)

James Bronte (Engineering 1)

Michael Collins (Arts 1)

Colm Courtney (Postgraduate)

Alexander Robbie Davis (Engineering 3)

Anurag Deb (Medicine 1)

Michelle Dempsey (Medicine 1)

Petrina Doyle (Postgraduate)

Jennifer Dunn (Executive Management Committee)


Keri Fitzpatrick (Engineering 2)

Neal Gartland (Arts 2)

Christopher Gault (Medicine 1)

David Gault (Engineering 1)

John Glenn (Medicine 5)

David Graham (Open First Year)

Kristine Hanna (Medicine 4)

Aine Hargey (Open)

James Harrison (Engineering 1)

Shane Helferty (Arts 1)

Adam Hunter (Medicine 1)

Sharif Jaghman (Postgraduate)

Matthew Kennedy (Open First Year)

Christopher Kirk (Medicine 1)

Rebecca Knowles (Medicine 1)

Christopher Lamb (Engineering 1)

Paul Lecky (Engineering 2)

Niall Lindsay (Engineering 4)

Rosalind Loughridge (Engineering 3)

Grace Anne Lynch (Open First Year)

Barry Magee (Postgraduate)

Artur Magrain (Executive Management Committee)

Fiona McCaffrey (Arts 1)

Mark McCormick (Arts 1)

Matt McGrath (Engineering 4)

Gemma McKenna (Arts 1)

Lynsey McKinstry (Medicine 1)

Greg McLarnon (Medicine 3)

Dominic Millar (Engineering 2)

Kelly Millar (Medicine 2)

Rhonda Milligan (Postgraduate)

Cara Nangle (Medicine 1)

Piaras Nolan (Medicine 1)

Daniel O’Boyle (Arts 2)

Kevin Parke (Arts 2)

William Quinn (Engineering 1)

Neill Rogers (Arts 2)

Maggie Sinnot (Medicine 1)

Amy Smyth (Engineering 2)

Agate Stanek (Medicine 1)

Nathan Stewart (Medicine 2)
Council refused appeals for dispensation from Rhonda Milligan and Kevin Parke but, on the grounds of ill health, permitted a dispensation to Maria Griffiths (Arts 1) pending her attendance at the May 2008 Statutory Meeting of the Council.
In response to questions from Ulla Saar (Arts 2), it was noted that any of the above Councillors would be entitled to stand for election in the future, and that potential election candidates could not be debarred from putting themselves forward, even if they were likely to be off-campus for a significant proportion of the academic year.
In response to a question from Stephen McShane (Postgradfuate), the Clerk confirmed that a full list of those Councillors now deemed to have vacated their seats would be included in the minutes of this Statutory Meeting.

235.
BUSINESS ARISING

235.1
Anne Pauli (Arts 2) reported that a meeting of the Rag Committee, specifically to elect the next editor of the PTQ publication, would take place on 28 April 2008.
236.
COMMUNICATIONS

236.1
John Roger (Union President) requested that all members of the Student Officer Review Group contact him regarding diary availability for the next meeting of this forum, in order to identify possible reform of Council’s sub-committee structure.  It was noted that a paper outlining such reform would be tabled at the May 2008 Statutory Meeting of the Council.
Mr Roger indicated that he would welcome written submissions from any member of Council regarding the above process but it was noted that any non-member of the Review Group who wished to attend its meeting(s) could do so only in an observer role.
237.
BYE-ELECTIONS


There were none.

238.
ELECTIONS

238.1
It was noted that the Council had been granted dispensation to elect an additional four Students’ Union delegates for the forthcoming National Union of Students / Union of Students in Ireland (NUS / USI) Regional Conference in Ballymena.

Nominations were requested from the floor and Stephen McShane was duly proposed and seconded by Michael Shilliday (Postgraduate) and Joseph Corina (Arts 1) respectively.  There being no further nominations, Mr McShane was duly declared elected onto the Students’ Union’s delegation for this event.
239.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULE AMENDMENTS

239.1
Proposed Recognition of Queen’s University Traditional Unionist Voice
Phil Allister (Open) formally moved this proposal.
It was noted that all of the required documentation was in the possession of the Vice President Clubs and Services, and was available for scrutiny by members of the Council.
A proposal by Michael Shilliday that this matter should now be voted upon was accepted.  Following a show of voting cards, this proposal was agreed.
240.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS

240.1
The following reports were tabled:


Report of the Union President (SUC/P/08/22)


Report of the Deputy President (SUC/P/08/23)


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/08/24)


Report of the Vice President Clubs and Services (SUC/P/08/25)


Report of the Mature Students’ Officer (SUC/P/08/26)
Council noted that reports had not been submitted within the requested timeframe by the following student officers:


Vice President Welfare


Women’s Officer

International Students’ Officer

Student Community Action Officer

Postgraduate Students’ Officer

Cultural Affairs Officer

Union Speaker

The papers outlined above were noted by Council.
240.2
There were no questions for the Union President arising from his report. 

240.3
It was noted that the Deputy President was in Zambia at this time.

240.4
It was noted that the Vice President Education was currently on leave and was assisting on the family farm as it was the lambing season. 

240.5
The Vice President Clubs and Services confirmed that there would be a Society of the Year event prior to the end of his term of office.

240.6
The Union President expressed his congratulations to the Vice President Welfare on his recent electoral success.
240.7
The Union Speaker confirmed that he had attended the recent conference of the National Union of Students and had found it to be an arena of liberal free thinking.  In response to a comment from the Vice President Welfare, Mr Londeree had no comment to make with regard to the attractions of Blackpool Pleasure Beach.


Mr Londeree confirmed that he had no objection to Joseph Corina broadcasting footage of the Union Speaker’s speeches at the above conference at a future Statutory Meeting of the Council.
241.
REPORTS FROM OTHER UNION COMMITTEES & RECOMMENDATIONS 


There were none.

242.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES
There were none.
243.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS


There were none.
244.
QUESTIONS


There were none.

245.
MOTIONS

245.1
Motion 12.1
This Council recognises the importance of emerging community initiatives and the valuable role that they play in aiding not only students but all members of the wider community.  

This Council calls for the recognition of the new SOS BUS project and the admirable work that it has undertaken since its official formation in November 2006.  With many students assisting at and availing of the facilities that it provides, Council recognises that it is imperative to come alongside such projects offering recognition and support in their early stages, so that the project can continues well into the future.


Proposer: Laura Hawthorne (13663054)


Seconder: Helen Ford (13292056)

Helen Ford (Medicine 3) moved the motion, stating that this project provides medical facilities, drugs and alcohol counselling, and educational activities. 
A proposal that the question now be put was passed.

Following a show of voting cards, the amended motion was clearly carried.

246.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
246.1
Suspension of Standing Orders to consider Additional Motion
Council agreed to suspend standing orders in order to discuss the following motion:


This Council recognises that the student body has reacted well to the

recycling in the students union. It also recognises however, that there is

a huge amount of recyclables in the Elms Student Village that are not yet

being processed and instead are going through normal waste disposal.

This Council further recognises that to maintain our high position on, or

even climb up, the people and planet UK universities ‘Green List’ we must

not only continue what we are doing in this are but also persevere to

expand our environmental policy.

This Council believes that if we can keep climbing the ‘Green List’ this

will not only work to save the environment but will also be a tool to be

harnessed in recruiting new students.

This Council, therefore, mandates the Deputy President/VP Campaigns &

Communications to launch a campaign to encourage the City Council to pick

up recycling from the Elms Student Village. Until this is acted upon,

Council further mandates the President to arrange for the Estates service

to organise extensive recycling in the village.


Proposer : Joe Corina 12942073


Seconder : Connal Hughes 13459023

Joseph Corina formally moved the motion.

Michael Shilliday, speaking on the motion, stated that he supported the substance of the motion but had concerns regarding the cost implications associated with its recommendations.

Stephen McShane, speaking against the motion, stated that most of the waste produced at on-campus accommodation facilities was removed by staff members.  He asked whether such staff members had been consulted prior to the production of this motion.

Ayomide Esan (Medicine 3), speaking for the motion, stated that the widespread provision of recycling bins should make recycling easy and reduce the staff workload.
Ciarnan Helferty (Vice President Welfare), speaking for the motion, noted that recycling initiatives were already ongoing and he stated that cost implications should not inhibit further activity in this area, given that the student community living at Queen’s Elms Village requires this service.

A proposal that the question now be put was passed.
In summary, Mr Corina stated that he agreed with the views of Mr Helferty with regard to the cost implications associated with his motion.  He stated that there would not be more work associated with recycling waste – it would instead be different work.  He also recognised the good publicity that the University could generate by having a community of 1500 people on campus actively engaged in a recycling programme.
Following a show of voting cards, the amended motion was clearly carried, and standing orders were reinstated.  Ulla Saar stressed the importance of the elected officers following up the motions that were passed by the Council.

Council noted that with regard to suspending standing orders in future in order to debate motions, Council should ensure that the business in question was of an urgent nature and could not have been submitted in time to be included on the original meeting agenda.  Mr Corina stated that his motion had been urgent as “every day, the planet dies a little”.

246.2
Deputy Speaker of the Council
It was noted that Mr Londeree’s speaking engagements had not prevented him from fulfilling his role as Union Speaker to date but that, in the event of future illness or non-availability for any other reason, he had appointed Michael Shilliday to act as Deputy Speaker.

247.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Union Speaker announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council shall take place on Thursday 8 May 2008 at 6.00 p.m. in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.


DOMINIC DOHERTY


Clerk to Students’ Union Council
