

SUC/M/08/02

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

Statutory Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 11 March 2008 in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.



	Present:






	Abraham, Philip (Arts 3)
	Rafferty, Joe (Arts 3)

	Allister, Philip (Open)
	Saar, Ulla (Arts 2)

	Anderson, Nathan (Arts 1)
	Shilliday, Michael (Postgraduate)

	Andrews, Christopher (Arts 1)
	Williams, Jonathan (Arts 2)

	Bell, Kirsty (Arts 1)
	Wright, Andrew (Engineering 1)

	Brogan, Shane (Arts 3)
	

	Cairns, Richard (Postgraduate)
	

	Campbell, Barry (Medicine 2)
	

	Carson, Scott (Open First Year)
	

	Charles, Andrew (Postgraduate)
	

	Corina, Joseph (Arts 1)
	

	Corridan, Damien (Postgraduate)
	

	Crawford, Jonathan (Medicine 1)
	

	Dodds, Mark (Arts 3)
	

	Donaghy, Katy (Medicine 3)
	

	Dunne, Stephen (Arts 1)
	

	Fleming, Janette (Medicine 3)
	

	Fox, Gregory (Arts 2)
	

	Gordon, Andrew (Engineering 3)
	

	Gow, Ian (Arts 3)
	

	Hamilton, Ashleigh (Medicine 3)
	

	Hawthorne, Laura (Arts 3)
	

	Helferty, Ciarnan (EMC)
	

	Hogg, Thomas (Arts 2)
	

	Hughes, Conall (Postgraduate)
	

	Hurst, James (Engineering 1)
	

	Londeree, Phillip (Union Speaker, in the Chair)
	

	MacGiollaCheara, Seamus (Arts 2)
	

	Martin, Stephen (Postgraduate)
	

	McGoran, John (Medicine 3)
	

	McGovern, Peter (Medicine 3)
	

	McKeown, David (EMC)
	

	McLister, Kathryn (Arts 3)
	

	McMillen, Katherine (Medicine 4)
	

	McSorley, Dean (Arts 1)
	

	Murphy, James (Open)
	

	Ovens, Mark (Arts 1)
	

	Pauli, Anne (Arts 2)
	


In Attendance:

Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Clerk)




Peter Gray
217.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received in advance from the following members:





Bower, Michael (Engineering 3)





Byers, Sean (Postgraduate)








Clerkin, Conor (Arts 2)




Coulter, Peter (Arts 1)




Doyle, Petrina (Postgraduate)




Harkin, Michál (EMC)





Hobson, Alexandra (EMC)




Keenan, Gary (Arts 1)




McCaffrey, Sarah (EMC)




McCormick, Mark (Arts 1)




McGibbon, Adam (Arts 2)

McKeever, Killian (Engineering 3)

Morrison, Suzanne (Arts 3)




O’Kane, Niall (Medicine 4)





Rafferty, Steffan (EMC)





Rice, Briege (Arts 2)





Roger, John (EMC)





Savage, Donal (Medicine 2)



218.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 11 FEBRUARY 2008 

218.1
Minute 213.2
It was noted that Jonathan Crawford (Medicine 1) had tabled the supplementary question.

It was agreed that, bearing in mind the above, the minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 11 February 2008 be accepted as a true and accurate record.

219.
BUSINESS ARISING

219.1
Ulla Saar (Arts 2) reported that an informal meeting with representatives of the Staff Student Consultative Committees (SSCCs) had taken place in the Students’ Union on the evening of 10 March 2008.  Ms Saar felt that such representatives should receive a more intensive programme of training, preferably prior to taking post.

Anne Pauli (Arts 2) stated that responsibility for ensuring that adequate training was provided lay primarily with the Students’ Union’s Vice President Education.


The Clerk of Council reported that an information handbook has been developed for SSCC representatives, which shall be reviewed and re-launched at the beginning of the 2008-09 academic year.

220.
COMMUNICATIONS


There were none.

221.
BYE-ELECTIONS


There were none.

222.
ELECTIONS

Congratulations were extended to those candidates who had been successful at the recent sabbatical elections.

223.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULE AMENDMENTS

223.1
Proposed Recognition of Queen’s Medics Uniting Every Corner (UEC)
It was noted that this proposal had been withdrawn.
223.2
Proposed Recognition of Queen’s University Product Design Society
It was noted that this society had been unable to supply a committee member to deal with questions regarding its proposed recognition, and had submitted a letter of apology detailing this situation.  The Council agreed that this matter could be considered at this time.

It was further noted that all of the required documentation was in the possession of the Vice President Clubs and Services, and was available for scrutiny by members of the Council.  
After appropriate discussion, it was agreed to approve this request.

223.3
Proposed Recognition of Queen’s University Student Media Society
Shane Brogan (Arts 3) moved this proposal, stating that between 300 and 400 students had already indicated a willingness to become involved in student media activities within the Students’ Union.  He further stated that the activities of this group would include the provision of support to those members of the Executive Management Committee responsible for the production of communications, the protection and further development of initiatives that had been launched during the current academic year, and the organisation of social events for members and guests.
In response to a question from Conall Hughes (Postgraduate) regarding the anticipated costs that would be associated with the proposed launch of a Students’ Union television channel (SUTV), Mr Brogan stated that these proposals had not yet been fully costed and any bids would be consistent with the established procedures for allocating financial resources within the Union.  He further noted that the costs associated with other media activities, such as the Radio Club, were not prohibitive.
James Murphy (Open) supported the proposal, stating that this society would offer valuable training opportunities for those students who were considering pursuing a career in media. 

In response to a question from Damien Corridan (Postgraduate), it was noted that there would be a separate budget allocation that would not be sourced from clubs’ and societies’ funds, for the production of future editions of the Students’ Union magazine, which would continue to be edited by an elected sabbatical officer.

Andrew Charles (Postgraduate) stated that this society should also liaise with the Gown publication and other media outlets within the University, in order to ensure that as full a range of training opportunities could be provided to student members.  Mr Brogan stated that a number of student media events have already taken place which address the issue raised by Mr Charles.
It was noted that all of the required documentation was in the possession of the Vice President Clubs and Services, and was available for scrutiny by members of the Council.
A proposal by Mr Corridan that this matter should now be voted upon was accepted.  Following a show of voting cards, this proposal was agreed.
224.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS

224.1
The following reports were tabled:


Report of the Union President (SUC/P/08/12)


Report of the Deputy President (SUC/P/08/13)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/08/14)


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/08/15)


Report of the Vice President Clubs and Services (SUC/P/08/16)


Report of the Student Community Action Officer (SUC/P/08/17)

Report of the Cultural Affairs Officer (SUC/P/08/18)

Report of the Mature Students’ Officer (SUC/P/08/19)

Report of the Postgraduate Students’ Officer (SUC/P/08/20)

Council noted that reports had not been submitted within the requested timeframe by the following student officers:


Women’s Officer

International Students’ Officer

Union Speaker

It was noted that a number of sabbatical officers were attending a student enterprise event in Dundee and the Union Speaker stated that, if there were any questions arising from these officers’ reports, these should be addressed via the submission of tabled questions to the next Statutory Meeting on 10 April 2008.
224.2
Conall Hughes (Postgraduate) asked the Vice President Welfare how the success or otherwise of the responsible drinking campaign could best be measured.  

Mr Helferty stated that, whilst this might be difficult to gauge, it was nonetheless a fact that the number of recorded complaints relating to antisocial behaviour in the University had declined whilst the campaign was in progress.  He further stated that the campaign would be further developed and modified for the 2008-09 academic year. 

224.3
Joseph Corina (Arts 1) asked the Vice President Welfare whether he could inform his colleague, the Vice President Education, that his reports should include the work that he has done in relation to meetings rather than simply stating that he has attended such meetings.  

The papers outlined above were noted by Council.
225.
REPORTS FROM OTHER UNION COMMITTEES & RECOMMENDATIONS 

225.1
Report regarding the provision of an appropriate training programme for members of the Students’ Union Council
This report (SUC/P/08/21) was noted by Council.
225.2
The Postgraduate Students’ Officer stated that he has attempted to convene a meeting of the Rag Committee on three occasions to date without success.  He further stated that he would make a further attempt to convene this committee as soon as possible.
225.3
In response to a question from Damien Corridan (Postgraduate), it was noted that all of the minutes that have been produced by sub-committees of the Council have been subsequently forwarded to all Councillors by e-mail.
Ciarnan Helferty (Vice President Welfare) reported that the Welfare Committee has met on three occasions to date and he stated that he would provide a report on this committee’s activities at the next Statutory Meeting of the Council.  Joseph Corina (Arts 1) noted that the issues considered by the Welfare Committee had to date included sexual health matters, safety on campus and procedures at the Elms Village complex.

226.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES
There were none.
227.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS


There were none.
228.
QUESTIONS

228.1 Question 11.1 – to the Union President
Can the President of the Students’ Union inform Council of what proactive steps have been taken since the last Statutory Meeting to initiate a referendum on Queen’s affiliation to NUS / USI?


Proposer: Thomas Hogg (12862061)

Seconder: Kirsty Bell (12454079)
It was noted that, as the officer in question was not present, a written answer to this question would be provided and displayed on the appropriate noticeboard within the period stipulated in the Constitutional Rules of the Students’ Union.
228.2
Question 11.2 – to the Vice President Education
In light of motion 12.3 of the December 2007 Statutory Meeting of the Council, with regard to the amount of essays being demanded by some Schools, what has been done to ensure that Schools follow the policy of one copy per student?

The School of Sociology, Social Policy and Social Work has made no effort to abide by this motion.  Is this because they have not been informed of the motion or that they have not been chased up about it?

Proposer: Joe Corina (12942073)

Seconder: Eddie McCaffrey (16818075)

It was noted that, as the officer in question was not present, a written answer to this question would be provided and displayed on the appropriate noticeboard within the period stipulated in the Constitutional Rules of the Students’ Union.  It was further noted that this matter has been raised at Academic Council.
228.2 Question 11.3 – to the International Students’ Officer
Can the International Students’ Officer provide Council with a full report of all work undertaken since entering his position in July 2007?

Proposer: Thomas Hogg (12862061)

Seconder: Dean McSorley (15217078)
It was noted that, as the officer in question was not present, a written answer to this question would be provided and displayed on the appropriate noticeboard within the period stipulated in the Constitutional Rules of the Students’ Union.

229
MOTIONS

229.1
Motion 12.1
This Council is committed to a sustainable future and reducing the University’s carbon footprint.  This Council demands that the University makes it a policy for all new developments to be built with motion sensors, in order to combat the problem of people not turning lights off on campus.  Council notes that the installation of such devices is commonplace in modern buildings.

This Council further requests that the University aims to install these motion sensors in all buildings which, in the long term, would save the University money and save energy, which is becoming ever more scarce in today’s world.


Proposer: Joe Corina (12942073)


Seconder: John Roger (Union President)

Joseph Corina (Arts 1) proposed the motion, stating that the University should be aware of the benefits of being seen to be environmentally responsible.  He further stated that such an approach would undoubtedly be attractive to current and prospective students.
Nathan Anderson (Arts 1) stated that whilst he agreed on principle with the motion, he was concerned about the practicality of installing such sensors on a cross-campus basis, particularly with regard to the capital costs that would be associated with such works.

Conall Hughes (Postgraduate) stated that he wholeheartedly supported the motion, and he was pleased to note that the University has installed motion sensors in a number of its recent development projects.
Following a show of voting cards, the motion was passed.

229.2
Motion 12.2
This Council welcomes the introduction of temporary recycling facilities in the Students’ Union and across the University campus.  Council recognises the importance of moving towards a more environmentally friendly and sustainable Students’ Union.

With this in mind, Council mandates the executive Management Committee, in cooperation with the Environmental Committee, to make these recycling facilities a permanent fixture in our Union.

Proposer: Nathan Anderson (12320072)
Seconder: Jeremy Bennett (12464074)
Nathan Anderson (Arts 1) formally proposed the motion.
In response to a question from Damien Corridan (Postgraduate), it was noted that the University’s Estates Department was funding the recycling facilities that had been recently introduced within the Students’ Union premises.

Conall Hughes (Postgraduate) reported that, in his role as Chair of the Environmental Committee, he had recently met with Lorraine Meneilly (Retail and Premises Manager, Students’ Union) in order to discuss related initiatives.  He stated that the Estates Department was funding these facilities on a trial basis and that the recycling bins in question had been supplied by Wilson’s.
A proposal to amend the final line to include the words “extend and” prior to the word “make” was accepted by Mr Anderson as a friendly amendment.

A proposal that the question now be put was passed.

Following a show of voting cards, the amended motion was clearly carried.

230.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
230.1
Relaunch of Recycling Campaign
Conall Hughes (Postgraduate) reported that the Students’ Union’s recycling campaign would be re-launched after the Easter vacation period.  He stated that volunteers would be required to assist with this campaign and he asked all interested parties to contact him for future details.

230.2
Questions to Elected Sabbatical Officers
It was noted that all unanswered questions to elected officers should be addressed by elected officers within five days.
Richard Cairns (Postgraduate) stated that he had wished to question a number of the unavailable officers with regard to the reports that they had tabled.

The Council agreed that, given the absence of officers, additional questions could be tabled in writing to the Clerk at the end of the meeting, to be dealt with by the officers in question within five days, as per the previously tabled questions.


The additional questions were as follows:


TO THE UNION PRESIDENT:

Regarding Executive Management Committee activity; could the Union President give an account of the University’s attempts at forcing information sharing between departments?

Questioner: Damien Corridan

In a response to Jonathan Crawford at the last Statutory Meeting of the Council, the Union President stated that the Women’s Officer’s budget was transferred to publications.  How was this decision taken and how is the promotion of women-specific issues furthered by this action?

Questioner: Richard Cairns 


TO THE VICE PRESIDENT EDUCATION:

Can the Vice President Education include in his reports what he did at the meetings that he attended – not just that he attended them?

Questioner: Joseph Corina

230.3
Follow-Up Action arising from Motions etc.
In response to a question from Anne Pauli (Arts 2), it was noted that the Union President is responsible for ensuring that all actions arising from the passing of motions and approval of recommendations are undertaken.

230.4
Issuing of Apologies
In response to a question from Damien Corridan (Postgraduate), the Clerk gave details of those Councillors who had tabled apologies for non-attendance at this meeting.

In response to a question from Richard Cairns (Postgraduate), the Clerk gave details of when those Councillors had tabled apologies.
230.5
Vacating Council Seats as result of Continued Non-Attendance
In response to a question from Joseph Corina (Arts 1), it was noted that the new Constitutional Rule regarding this matter had come into effect from the beginning of January 2008.

230.6
Vice President Welfare ‘s Non-Participation at Dundee event
In response to a question from Conall Hughes (Postgraduate), the Vice President Welfare stated that he had not attended the event in Dundee as it was felt that there was a need for at least one sabbatical officer to be available on-site.

231.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Union Speaker announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council shall take place on Thursday 10 April 2008 at 6.00 p.m. in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.


DOMINIC DOHERTY


Clerk to Students’ Union Council
