

SUC/A/06/03

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend a Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council to be held on Tuesday 14 March 2006 at 6.00 p.m. in the Snack Bar, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 13 December 2005 (SUC/M/05/6 – already circulated).

The Minutes of the inquorate Meetings of 31 January 2006 (SUC/M/06/1) and 21 February 2006 (SUC/M/06/2) have already been circulated for information purposes. 

2.
Business Arising from the Minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 13 December 2005.
3.
Communications.
4.
Notice of Bye-Elections

As previously reported, the Union Speaker has resigned from his post and a bye-election for this vacant position shall be held at this meeting.

5.
Elections

Elections for the sabbatical positions of Union President and Deputy President took place on a cross-campus basis on Thursday 23 February 2006.


Elections for the sabbatical positions of Vice President Education, Vice President Welfare, and Vice President Clubs and Services took place on a cross-campus basis on Thursday 2 March 2006.


Results have been e-mailed to members of the Students’ Union Council and are also available for consultation on the Students’ Union website (www.qubsu.org).


Further details regarding the above sabbatical elections are available from 
Brian Heading, Returning Officer (extension 1056 or b.heading@qub.ac.uk).
6.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
6.1
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Elections to the Council)

Delete:
Rule 2, Section 7, Sub-Section 7.1

and replace with:


7.1
Student Members not following a postgraduate course may offer themselves as candidates and exercise the right to vote in the following constituencies:



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 1



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 2



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 3



Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Stage 4



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 0



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 1



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 2



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 3



Engineering and Physical Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 0



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 1



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 2



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 3



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 4



Medicine, Health and Life Sciences Stage 5



Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)


Seconder:
Peter Quinn (Deputy President)
6.2
RULE AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Clubs and Societies)

Amend:

Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University Ice Hockey Club

Proposer:
N. Bell

Seconder:
R. Logan

6.3
RULE AMENDMENT 2 (regarding Clubs and Societies)
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University ‘Abundant Life Student Society’

Proposer:
Vincent Koo (19503412)

Seconder:
Rachel Yew Wern (11672048)
7.
Report of the Executive Committee and Recommendations

The following Executive Committee reports are enclosed:


Report of the Union President (SUC/P/06/11)
Report of the Deputy President (SUC/P/06/12)
Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/06/13)

Report of the Vice President Clubs & Services (SUC/P/06/14)


Report of the Women’s Officer (SUC/P/06/15)


Report of the Postgraduate Students’ Officer (SUC/P/06/16)


Report of the Student Community Action Officer (SUC/P/06/17)
8.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations
9.
Reports from University Committees
10.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

11.
Questions

To the Union President:
11.1
Does the President agree that the appropriation of law student e-mail addresses from law society circulars is an appropriate medium for some candidates in a sabbatical election to canvass law students?

Proposer:
Mark Dunn (14760002)


Seconder:
Gavin Howell (13777041)


11.2
Given his very public endorsement of a Sinn Fein candidate in the Sabbatical election, is the President disappointed that the Sinn Fein candidates failed to get elected en bloc to all three Vice-Presidents’ positions in the recent elections?

Proposer:
Mark Dunn (14760002)


Seconder:
Gavin Howell (13777041)


12.
Motions
12.1
MOTION 1
This Council requests that the Vice President Clubs and Services (VPCS) carries out a review of the way in which clubs and societies are funded by this Union.
Further, this Council requests that the findings of this review along with any rule changes deemed necessary be presented by the VPCS to Council by no later than the final Statutory Meeting of this academic year.


Proposer:
Roger Stewart (15298035)

Seconder:
Andrew Charles (12257036)

12.2
MOTION 2
This Council, being concerned that a durable and exclusively democratic basis is established for political progress, commends the International Monitoring Commission in withstanding pressure from the British and Irish Governments to produce a report which properly exposed ongoing paramilitary activity.
Council condemns the failure of the IRA to fully decommission and desist from criminal activity, intelligence gathering and the exiling of citizens.
Council further condemns ongoing illegal activities by loyalist paramilitaries.

Proposer:
Philip Allister (12153052)

Seconder:
Jonny Stevenson (16350014)

12.3
MOTION 3
This Council opposes the British government’s reckless and undemocratic destruction of the current post-primary education system in Northern Ireland.

Council condemns the government’s proposal to introduce a system which has failed in other parts of the UK.


Proposer:
Philip Allister (12153052)


Seconder:
Edward Hanna (13614045)
12.4 MOTION 4
In light of cross political party support in Northern Ireland for an active campaign raising awareness about, and discouraging young people from committing suicide considering the startling figures for such in this country, this Council condemns the glorification of any acts of suicide and calls for young people to seek advice and assistance if they face difficult life issues and are considering suicide.

Proposer:
Mark Dunn (14760002)

Seconder:
Gavin Howell (13777041)
13.
Any Other Competent Business
14.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

Tuesday 25 April 2006 at 6.00 p.m. in the Students’ Union
