

SUC/A/06/08

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend a Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council to be held on Wednesday 13 December 2006 at 6.15 p.m. in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Apologies.
2.
Minutes of Statutory Meeting of 28 November 2006 (SUC/M/06/7) – to follow.
3.
Business Arising from the Minutes of Statutory Meeting of 28 November 2006
4.
Communications.
5.
Bye-Elections
6.
Elections
7.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
7.1
RULE AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Clubs and Societies)

Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to delete:

1. Queen’s University Biology Society

and replace with:

1.
Queen’s University B.A.B.S. (Biology and Biochemistry Society)

Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)

Seconder:
Kevin McGourty (Vice-President Clubs and Services)

7.2
RULE AMENDMENT 2 (Regarding Clubs and Societies)


Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
Queen’s University Irish Folk Music Society

Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)

Seconder:
Kevin McGourty (Vice-President Clubs and Services)

7.3
RULE AMENDMENT 3 (Regarding Clubs and Societies)


Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
Queen’s University Underground Comedy Society

Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)

Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
8.
Report of the Executive Committee and Recommendations

The following Executive Committee report is enclosed:


Report of the Union President (SUC/P/06/25)


Report of the Cultural Affairs Officer (SUC/P/06/26)

Report of the Women’s Officer (SUC/P/06/27)


Report of the Deputy Editor of the Union Newspaper (SUC/P/06/28)
9.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations
10.
Reports from University Committees
11.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

12.
Questions

To the Union President
Does the President of the Students’ Union believe that the procedures and preparations for the election of Councillors to the SRC were satisfactory?


Proposer:
Jennifer Dunn (13136054)


Seconder:
Richard Cairns (12501042)

It has come to my attention that the minutes of the Executive Committee meetings are no longer available on the Students’ Union website.  Can you please give an explanation as to why this is?



Proposer:
Richard Cairns (12501042)


Seconder:
Gavin Howell (13777041)

Can the Union President outline his involvement in the hugely successful ‘Stop Aids Campaign’ which took place in the Students’ Union?


Proposer:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)


Seconder:
Fergus McAleavy (14374056)

Does the Union President ever try to take credit for campaigns in which he has had minimal or no involvement?

Proposer:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)


Seconder:
Fergus McAleavy (14374056)


To the Deputy President


Can the Deputy President give the Council an update on recent RAG activities and their relative success?


Proposer:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)


Seconder:
Fergus McAleavy (14374056)


To the Vice-President Clubs and Services
When will the Clubs’ and Societies’ Resource Room be opened and what services will it provide?

Proposer:
Thomas Hogg (12862061)


Seconder:
David Cather (14708027)

Can the Vice-President of Clubs and Services state exactly how much funding was available for clubs and societies this year?

Proposer:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)


Seconder:
David McKeown (14296039)


To the Student Community Action Officer


Can the Student Community Action Officer outline his role in the Residents’ Christmas Party that took place in the Students’ Union last Friday?


Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)

13.
Motions
13.1
MOTION 1
This Council vehemently opposes racism and sectarianism in all its forms.  

This Council recognises the suffering caused by this blight on our society and commits itself to the ideal of a Students’ Union, and indeed a world, in which all people are treated with respect, and in which racism and sectarianism no longer exist.

In accordance with the above, this Council pledges its full support to the National Union of Students / Union of Students in Ireland (NUS/USI) in their efforts to stamp out racism and sectarianism amongst the student body.

This Council acknowledges the many benefits of diversity, and commits itself to ensuring that racism and sectarianism have no place amongst the student body, or within society.   


Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)

Seconder:
Colin Caughey (12246034)
13.2
MOTION 2
As it is meant to represent and serve all of the students of the University, this Council recognises the importance of all Councillors working together in unity on student issues.
In order to serve this goal of representing all students, Councillors should work together with those elected from within their Constituency, in order to put forward the views of the students whom they have been elected to represent.

This Council notes that, regrettably, there appears to be a division within the Council, particularly between two main groups.  

This Council further notes that such division causes some Councillors to be caught in-between these two groups, and this harms the overall representation of students of the University, especially those students not associated with either group.

In order to further the promotion of unity within the Council and within the Constituencies, this Council proposes the following:
· that Councillors elected from a Constituency (e.g. Medicine 1, 2 etc.) should sit together whilst in attendance at meetings of the Council.

-
that those Councillors elected from Open Constituencies should join their relative group (i.e. those Open Constituency Councillors from Engineering and Physical Sciences should sit with those elected from that School, and so on, for each of the Schools).

This Council believes that this arrangement will allow Councillors to get to know one another, and work together in order to better represent all of the students in the Constituencies from which they were elected.


Proposer:
Ciaran Magee (14457016 – Medicine 2)


Seconder:
Jamie Gianoutsos (10421068 – Postgrad, School of English)

13.3
MOTION 3
This Council would like to commend the Women’s Officer for submitting a written report to the last meeting of SRC.  It is regretted that this was the only written report received by the Councillors of this Union.
This Council believes that, by failing to provide a written report to the SRC, an officer is showing a lack of respect for their office.

This Council further believes that, at every meeting of the SRC, each officer should make available a written report of their activities.


Proposer:
Richard Reid (15778045)


Seconder:
Gavin Howell (13777041)

13.4
MOTION 4
Whilst recognising that Queen’s University Belfast has one of the lowest rates of weekend students of any university, this Council acknowledges that a significant number of students do remain in the University area at weekends.
Moreover, this Council feels that students are disadvantaged by having inadequate study facilities over the weekend, particularly on Saturdays.

This Council recommends that the University examines the possibility of increasing the opening hours of the libraries at weekends.

This Council further requests that, if the University is able to increase opening hours, this must be as an additional service to the opening hours currently offered.


Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)

13.5
MOTION 5
This Council acknowledges the high cost of photocopying within the University and hereby requests that the University provides a breakdown of the actual cost per sheet of such photocopying.

It is the view of Council that, in the event of this cost being lower than that currently charged to students, the University should lower its photocopying rates with immediate effect.


Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)

13.6
MOTION 6
This Council would like to congratulate Peter Quinn, Michael Forde, Colin Caughey and the ‘Raggies’ for the fine work that they did for the Rag organisation last week.  They organised a ‘Rag Santa’ event that not only raised a considerable sum of money, but also helped to restore the good name of the Rag organisation to its former glory.

This Council, moreover, would like to wish the Santas, Mr Caughey and Mr Forde luck when they deliver presents to all of the good boy and girl Councillors present tonight. 


Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)

13.7
MOTION 7
Whilst recognising that law students are not alone in facing difficulties with regard to finding employment, this Council criticises the Institute of Professional Legal Studies at Queen’s University Belfast, for its highly secretive and expensive application process.

This Council notes that students are required to pay in excess of £200 in order to apply (a fee that has risen by over 25% in the last two years), in addition to approximately £7,000 per annum in fees, if successful.
This Council further notes that, in return for this money, students receive the date of their admissions examinations and no further information with regard to the format of the examinations.  Past papers are available upon payment of a further fee.  However, as no corresponding mark schemes are available and the format of the examinations changes greatly on an annual basis, these resources are rendered somewhat useless.

This Council notes that, unlike the University of Ulster, Queen’s University provides no classes in order to prepare students for the examinations, thus leaving our students at a disadvantage.

This Council calls upon Queen’s University and the Institute of Professional Legal Studies to do the following:

· provide information regarding the format of forthcoming examinations.

· provide answer schemes for past examination papers.

· provide the reasoning behind the increase in application fees.

· provide classes for those students undertaking the examinations, in order to negate the advantage current enjoyed by students of the University of Ulster.



Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)

13.8
MOTION 8


This Council calls upon the Executive Committee to work with the Elms Village and other relevant University accommodation departments, in order to realign – in the student’s favour – the payment of accommodation fees.


Proposer:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)


Seconder:
David McKeown (14296039)

13.9
MOTION 9
This Council calls upon the Executive Committee to work with the Elms Village and other relevant University accommodation departments, in order to examine and remove the deeply unjust policy of collective punishment which is applied to residents of the Elms Village.

Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)

13.10
MOTION 10
This Council notes with concern the recent spate of attacks on student homes in the Holylands area of Belfast by what appear to be local vigilantes.  Students have had their homes daubed with red crosses and threats made against them – threats which have in some cases been followed up, with the students in question having their windows smashed and their property vandalised.  

Whilst we recognise the problems associated with student anti-social behaviour in the university area, this Council rejects the notion that students are somehow deserving of the treatment they have received.

This Council furthermore condemns the actions of those lawless elements who have appointed themselves to enforce their own kind of justice within our community.  
This Council firmly believes that the only people entitled to enforce law and order in any area are those rightfully appointed to do so by the state.  We fully support the PSNI, as the only rightful law enforcers in the Holylands, in their work to reduce anti-social behaviour.

This Council regards mediation, not thuggish vigilantism, as the best means to improve relations between students and the permanent residents of the area.


Proposer:  
Jennifer Hill (Women’s Officer 13741047)


Seconder:  
Philip Allister (12153052)
13.11
MOTION 11
This Council notes the current national debate regarding the replacement of the United Kingdom’s present nuclear deterrent system, Trident.  
This Council supports the idea of a re-evaluation of the size and nature of nuclear deterrent required by the United Kingdom going into the mid 21st century.  
This Council would support a scale-back in the size of the national nuclear deterrent, if this were the outcome of a rational evaluation process.  
This Council, however, maintains that the United Kingdom will continue to need some form of nuclear deterrent for the foreseeable future and, as such, any talk of scrapping our nuclear capabilities entirely is not in the national interest.  And is damnably un-British.


Proposer:  
David Cather (14708027)

Seconder:  
Mark Roy (16115015)
13.12
MOTION 12
This Council notes the proposed introduction of water charges in Northern Ireland.  In the era of student fees, more charges to students should not be welcomed.

This Council mandates the Vice-President of Welfare and the Executive Committee to lobby on behalf of students to the Water Service, local government and political parties, in order to get the best deal possible for the student body, in relation to water charges.

Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)

Seconder:
Colin Caughey (Vice-President of Welfare)

13.13
MOTION 13
This Council notes the prominence of environmental issues, such as carbon 

emissions and climate change, in the news recently.

This Council further recognises the importance of controlling carbon emissions and being energy efficient.

With this in mind, this Council calls upon the University to ensure that all appliances, especially computers, are switched off when not in use and not left in ‘standby’ mode, in order to ensure that this institution is playing its part in reducing carbon emissions and being more energy efficient.


Proposer:
David Crowe (12824046)


Seconder:
Andrew Gillan (13431048)

13.14
MOTION 14
This Council notes the current situation between certain students’ unions and their Christian Unions in the United Kingdom.


This Council acknowledges the work done by Queen’s University Belfast Christian Union within the Queen’s community and also in the South Belfast area. 

This Council believes that Christian Unions should have the right to free speech, the ability to democratically elect their own executives and the availability of services in their students’ union.


Proposer:
Mark Scott (15925048)


Seconder:
Philip Allister (12153052)

14.
Any Other Competent Business
15.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

Thursday 8 February 2007 at 6.15 p.m. in the Students’ Union
