

SUC/A/07/02

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend a Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council to be held on Monday 12 March 2007 at 6.15 p.m. in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Apologies.
2.
Minutes of Statutory Meeting of 8 February 2007 (SUC/M/07/1)
3.
Business Arising from the Minutes of Statutory Meeting of 8 February 2007
4.
Communications.
5.
Bye-Elections
6.
Elections
Sabbatical Elections will take place on Wednesday 14 March 2007 and Thursday 15 March 2007.
7.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
7.1
RULE AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Clubs and Societies)
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
Queen’s University Irish Folk Music Society

Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)

Seconder:
Kevin McGourty (Vice-President Clubs and Services)

7.2
RULE AMENDMENT 2 (Regarding Clubs and Societies)

Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
World Centre Campus Ministry at Queen’s University
Proposer:
Orla McKeever (14947056)

Seconder:
Fiona McCrea (14655055)

7.3
RULE AMENDMENT 3 (regarding Clubs and Societies)
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
Queen’s University Suas Society

Proposer:
Kevin McGourty (Vice-President Clubs and Services)

Seconder:
Michael Forde (Vice-President Education)
8.
Report of the Executive Committee and Recommendations

The following Executive Committee reports are enclosed:


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/07/5)

9.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations
10.
Reports from University Committees
11.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

12.
Questions

To the Union President
Could the Union President, on behalf of all members of the Executive Committee, report on the success of their Semester One activities, as outlined in the “Executive Committee Plan of Work 2006/2007”?


Proposer:
Gavin Howell (13777041)

Seconder:
Richard Cairns (12501042)

Could the Union President, on behalf of all members of the Executive Committee, disclose what percentage of their annual budgets has been allocated and how was it allocated?

Proposer:
Gavin Howell (13777041)

Seconder:
Richard Cairns (12501042)

The UYUC has learnt that the Union President recently enjoyed a trip to America funded by Students’ Union resources.  Could the Union President inform Council of the purpose of this trip, and the cost of the trip, and all expenses incurred on the trip and funded by the Students’ Union?

Proposer:
Gavin Howell (13777041)

Seconder:
Richard Cairns (12501042)


To the Vice-President Education
Following from his election manifesto promises from last year, could the Vice-President Education inform Council of the measures that he has taken in relation to the Institute for Professional Legal Studies (IPLS) for law students at Queen’s University?


Proposer:
Alan Dodds (12991058)


Seconder:
Brian Roulston (15891054)

13.
Motions
13.1
MOTION 1
This Council vehemently opposes racism and sectarianism in all its forms.  

This Council recognises the suffering caused by this blight on our society and commits itself to the ideal of a Students’ Union, and indeed a world, in which all people are treated with respect, and in which racism and sectarianism no longer exist.

In accordance with the above, this Council pledges its full support to the National Union of Students / Union of Students in Ireland (NUS/USI) in their efforts to stamp out racism and sectarianism amongst the student body.

This Council acknowledges the many benefits of diversity, and commits itself to ensuring that racism and sectarianism have no place amongst the student body, or within society.   


Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)

Seconder:
Colin Caughey (12246034)
13.2
MOTION 2
Whilst recognising that Queen’s University Belfast has one of the lowest rates of weekend students of any university, this Council acknowledges that a significant number of students do remain in the University area at weekends.

Moreover, this Council feels that students are disadvantaged by having inadequate study facilities over the weekend, particularly on Saturdays.

This Council recommends that the University examines the possibility of increasing the opening hours of the libraries at weekends.

This Council further requests that, if the University is able to increase opening hours, this must be as an additional service to the opening hours currently offered.


Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
13.3
MOTION 3
This Council acknowledges the high cost of photocopying within the University and hereby requests that the University provides a breakdown of the actual cost per sheet of such photocopying.

It is the view of Council that, in the event of this cost being lower than that currently charged to students, the University should lower its photocopying rates with immediate effect.


Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
13.4
MOTION 4
Whilst recognising that law students are not alone in facing difficulties with regard to finding employment, this Council criticises the Institute of Professional Legal Studies at Queen’s University Belfast, for its highly secretive and expensive application process.

This Council notes that students are required to pay in excess of £200 in order to apply (a fee that has risen by over 25% in the last two years), in addition to approximately £7,000 per annum in fees, if successful.

This Council further notes that, in return for this money, students receive the date of their admissions examinations and no further information with regard to the format of the examinations.  Past papers are available upon payment of a further fee.  However, as no corresponding mark schemes are available and the format of the examinations changes greatly on an annual basis, these resources are rendered somewhat useless.

This Council notes that, unlike the University of Ulster, Queen’s University provides no classes in order to prepare students for the examinations, thus leaving our students at a disadvantage.

This Council calls upon Queen’s University and the Institute of Professional Legal Studies to do the following:

· provide information regarding the format of forthcoming examinations.

· provide answer schemes for past examination papers.

· provide the reasoning behind the increase in application fees.

· provide classes for those students undertaking the examinations, in order to negate the advantage current enjoyed by students of the University of Ulster.



Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
13.5
MOTION 5
This Council calls upon the Executive Committee to work with the Elms Village and other relevant University accommodation departments, in order to realign – in the student’s favour – the payment of accommodation fees.


Proposer:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)


Seconder:
David McKeown (14296039)

13.6
MOTION 6
This Council calls upon the Executive Committee to work with the Elms Village and other relevant University accommodation departments, in order to examine and remove the deeply unjust policy of collective punishment which is applied to residents of the Elms Village.


Proposer:
David McKeown (14296039)


Seconder:
Ciarnan Helferty (13681052)

13.7
MOTION 7
This Council notes the current national debate regarding the replacement of the United Kingdom’s present nuclear deterrent system, Trident.  
This Council supports the idea of a re-evaluation of the size and nature of nuclear deterrent required by the United Kingdom going into the mid 21st century.  
This Council would support a scale-back in the size of the national nuclear deterrent, if this were the outcome of a rational evaluation process.  
This Council, however, maintains that the United Kingdom will continue to need some form of nuclear deterrent for the foreseeable future and, as such, any talk of scrapping our nuclear capabilities entirely is not in the national interest.  And is damnably un-British.


Proposer:  
David Cather (14708027)


Seconder:  
Mark Roy (16115015)
13.8
MOTION 8


This Council notes the proposed introduction of water charges in Northern Ireland.  In the era of student fees, more charges to students should not be welcomed.

This Council mandates the Vice-President of Welfare and the Executive Committee to lobby on behalf of students to the Water Service, local government and political parties, in order to get the best deal possible for the student body, in relation to water charges.

Proposer:
Ben Preston (Union President)

Seconder:
Colin Caughey (Vice-President of Welfare)

13.9
MOTION 9

This Council vehemently opposes racism and sectarianism in all of its forms.

This Council recognises the suffering caused by this blight on our society, and commits itself to the ideal of a Students’ Union, and indeed a world in which all people are treated with respect, and in which racism and sectarianism no longer exist.

This Council acknowledges the many benefits of diversity, and commits itself to ensuring that racism and sectarianism have no place in our student body, or in our society.


Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)


Seconder:
Colin Caughey (12246034)

13.10
MOTION 10
This Council notes with concern the shockingly high number of tragic deaths on this country’s roads, and extends its sympathies to those bereaved by road accidents.

This Council calls upon the Executive Committee to implement a high profile poster campaign to raise students’ awareness of the dangers of the road and to remind them to drive safely, in the hope that this may reduce their risk of being involved in road accidents.

Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)

Seconder:
Colin Caughey (12246034)

13.11
MOTION 11
This Council notes with alarm the disturbing increase in incidents of drink-spiking in Belfast.

Whilst accepting that this issue has particular magnitude for female students due to the risk of ‘date rape’, Council recognises that anyone can be a victim: male, female, young and including those who do not drink alcohol.

Council also acknowledges the suffering and fear that drink-spiking and ‘date rape’ can cause, as well as the current inadequacies in the system with regard to bringing perpetrators to justice.

In order to raise awareness of this very serious issue and to seek to lower the risk to students, this Council recommends the following preventative measures:

(i) that a high profile poster campaign be launched in the Students’ Union to raise awareness of this issue and to remind students not to leave their drinks unattended and to keep an eye out for any changes in behaviour of their friends which may indicate drink-spiking.

(ii) that the Students’ Union considers investing in anti-spike products (e.g. beer mats, bottle stoppers), to be supplied free to students.

(iii) that the Students’ Union’s bars introduce background checks for bar staff and glass collectors, similar to those already in place within the education system, in the hope that our good example may encourage other establishments to introduce similar measures.

(iv) that bar staff, door staff and other relevant staff receive basic training to raise their awareness of drink-spiking, and to ensure that they know what to do if they suspect that someone’s drink has been spiked. 

Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)

Seconder:
Colin Caughey (12246034)
13.12
MOTION 12
This Council calls upon the University Faculties to display more sympathy towards those students who act as carers to sick or differently-abled relatives, or who must support their family financially.

Council calls upon teaching staff to make every effort to ensure that notes are made available to students who, through no fault of their own, miss classes due to their assumed responsibilities and, at their discretion, to extend coursework deadlines should circumstances so dictate.

Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)

Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
13.13
MOTION 13
Whilst recognising the difficulties faced by the University Faculties through short-staffing and student numbers, this Council registers its concern that many of the modules advertised in recent prospectuses have been cancelled, leaving students with limited or no choice.

Council notes that this is of particular significance when these modules have a direct link to a specific career pathway.

This Council calls upon the University Schools and Faculties to make every effort to ensure that students are offered the widest range of choice that is possible, and that students be made aware of any changes to module options.

Proposer:
Natalie Nic Shim (15182037)

Seconder:
Michael Forde (12833037)
13.14
MOTION 14
This Council notes that the introduction of top-up fees has deterred many students throughout Britain from attending University. 
This Council further notes that the Universities and Colleges Admissions 

Service has released figures showing a decrease of 3.7% - or 15,163 

students for this year.   This Council believes that people from the poorest communities are now terrified at the thought of have to pay back an average of £10000 when they leave university.

This Council notes that our local politicians are against the top up fees and Council proposes that as many students as possible be mobilised for a demonstration to coincide with the restoration of the assembly, in order to put pressure on the politicians to act.

Proposer:
Michael Collins (11953063)

Seconder:
Sean Mitchell (15231054)
13.15
MOTION 15
This Council believes that the introduction of water charges in April will increase the growing problem of student debt. 
This Council notes that, contrary to what Peter Hain says, the people of N. Ireland already pay for their water through their district rates.

This Council opposes the introduction of water charges and aims to fight 

against the water tax by linking with the Trade Unionists Against Water 

Charges campaign.

Proposer:
Michael Collins (11953063)

Seconder:
Sean Mitchell (15231054)

13.16
MOTION 16
This Council is the only body mandated by the Students’ Union Constitution of Queen’s University to “promote the interests of the students and represent them in all matters affecting their interests.”
This Council reminds the National Union of Students / Union of Students in Ireland (NUS / USI) of this fact.  It disassociates the students of the said University from all campaigns organised by NUS / USI.  This Council requires that NUS / USI make this clear on their website and publications.

If this Council wishes to associate itself with any campaign organised by NUS / USI, it will pass a motion endorsing the specific campaign.  The proposer of any such motion must make the nature of the campaign crystal clear.  They will outline aims and objectives, and state clearly how NUS / USI hope to achieve these aims and objectives.
Proposer:
Samuel Morrison (10974067)

Seconder:
Thomas Hogg (12862061)
13.17
MOTION 17
This Council commends both the Irish Blood Transfusion Service and the Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion Service for their valuable work in saving lives.

In accordance with the above, this Council condemns USI LGBT (a body which describes itself as “independent of the USI Officer Board, Congress and the USI National Council” but which has, as its name suggests, very close links with USI.  “Pink Training”, an event organised by LGBT students is, for example, described on the USI website as “one of USI’s largest events”) for describing the rules of the Irish Blood Transfusion Service as “disgusting and homophobic”.

This Council believes that what USI LGBT describes as “so-called medical experts” are eminently more qualified than politically correct students to make medical decisions.
Proposer:
Samuel Morrison (10974067)

Seconder:
Thomas Hogg (12862061)
13.18
MOTION 18
Council commends all of those who have been involved in the regeneration of the Students’ Union building.

Council believes that, whilst the Students’ Union meets the needs of most students in a satisfactory manner, more could be done in order to fulfil its potential.

Council proposes that the Phase 5 regeneration of the Beech Room area of the Students’ Union building should incorporate some form of kitchen facility, for students’ own use during University hours.

Council believes that such a provision would cater for the needs of the whole University population, especially the large group of home students who travel to University every day and who find the need to eat out on a daily basis to be very expensive.

Proposer:
Helen Ford (13292056)

Seconder:
Ayomide Esan (13171054)
13.19
MOTION 19
This Council recognises the serious violations of human rights that take place in the state of Israel, especially in the light of the recent report by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights, which drew parallels with the South African apartheid regime.

Remembering how international pressure, and specifically the student movement, was so instrumental in toppling that system, this Council commits itself to solidarity with oppressed people in Israel and will work towards finding peaceful and constructive ways to effect change in this unjust system.

Proposer:
Ayomide Esan (13171054)

Seconder:
Helen Ford (13292056) 

14.
Any Other Competent Business
15.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

Monday 30 April 2007 at 6.15 p.m. in the Students’ Union
