

SUC/A/07/04

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend a Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council to be held on Wednesday 9 May 2007 at 6.15 p.m. in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Acting Secretary to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Apologies.
2.
Minutes of Statutory Meeting of 30 April 2007 (SUC/M/07/3)
3.
Business Arising from the Minutes of Statutory Meeting of 30 April 2007
4.
Communications.
5.
Bye-Elections
6.
Elections
7.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
7.1
RULE AMENDMENT 1 (regarding Clubs and Societies)
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


1.
Queen’s University International Medical Student Society

Proposer:
Benjamin McNaull (15101045)
Seconder:
Ardalan Zolnourian (16432045)
8.
Report of the Executive Committee and Recommendations

The following Executive Committee report is enclosed:


Report of the Women’s Officer (SUC/P/07/9)
9.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations
10.
Reports from University Committees
11.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

12.
Questions

There are none.

13.
Motions
13.1
MOTION 1
This Council commends both the Irish Blood Transfusion Service and the Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion Service for their valuable work in saving lives.

In accordance with the above, this Council condemns USI LGBT (a body which describes itself as “independent of the USI Officer Board, Congress and the USI National Council” but which has, as its name suggests, very close links with USI.  “Pink Training”, an event organised by LGBT students is, for example, described on the USI website as “one of USI’s largest events”) for describing the rules of the Irish Blood Transfusion Service as “disgusting and homophobic”.

This Council believes that what USI LGBT describes as “so-called medical experts” are eminently more qualified than politically correct students to make medical decisions.
Proposer:
Samuel Morrison (10974067)

Seconder:
Thomas Hogg (12862061)
13.2
MOTION 2
Council commends all of those who have been involved in the regeneration of the Students’ Union building.

Council believes that, whilst the Students’ Union meets the needs of most students in a satisfactory manner, more could be done in order to fulfil its potential.

Council proposes that the Phase 5 regeneration of the Beech Room area of the Students’ Union building should incorporate some form of kitchen facility, for students’ own use during University hours.

Council believes that such a provision would cater for the needs of the whole University population, especially the large group of home students who travel to University every day and who find the need to eat out on a daily basis to be very expensive.

Proposer:
Helen Ford (13292056)

Seconder:
Ayomide Esan (13171054)
13.3
MOTION 3
This Council recognises the serious violations of human rights that take place in the state of Israel, especially in the light of the recent report by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights, which drew parallels with the South African apartheid regime.

Remembering how international pressure, and specifically the student movement, was so instrumental in toppling that system, this Council commits itself to solidarity with oppressed people in Israel and will work towards finding peaceful and constructive ways to effect change in this unjust system.

Proposer:
Ayomide Esan (13171054)

Seconder:
Helen Ford (13292056) 

13.4
MOTION 4
This Council calls upon the Constitutional Review Group to amend the Students’ Union Constitution, in order to oblige all societies that are seeking recognition to send a representative to all Statutory Meetings of Council at which said recognition is being considered.


Proposer:
Samuel Morrison (10974067)


Seconder:
Thomas Hogg (12862061)
13.5
MOTION 5
This Council notes that many Councillors fail to attend Statutory Meetings of Council.

Council calls upon the Constitutional Review Group to amend the Students’ Union Constitution, in order that any Councillor who fails to attend three consecutive Statutory Meetings shall be deemed to have resigned from Council.


Proposer:
Samuel Morrison (10974067)


Seconder:
Thomas Hogg (12862061)

13.6
MOTION 6
Council believes that a considered debate on membership of National Union of Students / Union of Students in Ireland (NUS / USI) is long overdue.

Council calls upon the Executive Committee to debate this issue, and call a referendum on the Students’ Union’s continued membership of NUS / USI.


Proposer:
Samuel Morrison (10974067)


Seconder:
Thomas Hogg (12862061)

14.
Any Other Competent Business
15.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

November 2007 (to be confirmed)
