

SUC/A/07/06

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend a Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council to be held on Monday 26 November 2007 at 6.15 p.m. in the Club Rooms, 3rd Floor, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting of 8 November 2007 (SUC/M/07/5).
2.
Business Arising.
3.
Communications.
4.
Bye-Elections
5.
Elections
Please note that the following election shall be held at this Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council:


Non Sabbatical Officer of the Students’ Union (without voting rights)

The Union Speaker





1 vacancy

NB: Members may vote for ‘Reopen Nominations’ in the above election
6.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
6.1
Proposal to adopt a further set of Rule Amendments, in order to enable the Students’ Union Constitution that was approved by the University Senate on 19 June 2007 (SUC/P/07/11).

Proposer: John Roger (Union President)


Seconder: Ciarnan Helferty (Vice President Welfare)

6.2
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University William Drennan Cumann Ógra Fhianna Fáil

Proposer:
Darran McCann (Council Member, Postgraduate Constituency)

Seconder:
Steffan Rafferty (Vice President Clubs and Services)
7.
Report of the Executive Management Committee and Recommendations

Report of the Union President (SUC/P/07/12)

Report of the Deputy President (SUC/P/07/13)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/07/14)


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/07/15)


Report of the Vice President Clubs and Services (SUC/P/07/16)


Report of the Student Community Action Officer (SUC/P/07/17)


Report of the Postgraduate Students’ Officer (SUC/P/07/18)

Reports have not been submitted within the requested timeframe by the following officers:


Cultural Affairs Officer


Women’s Officer

International Students’ Officer


Mature Students’ Officer
8.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations
9.
Reports from University Committees
10.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

11.
Questions

To the Union President

11.1 Queen’s Students’ Union in the past four years has contributed the following to National Union of Students/Union of Students in Ireland (NUS/USI):

2006-07 £51,052 affiliation fee and £11,750 regional levy

2005-06 £51,250 affiliation fee and £7,644 regional levy

2004-05 £46,546 affiliation fee and £7,644 regional levy

2003-04
£46,546 affiliation fee and £7,644 regional levy 

Can the Union President outline the benefits that this Union and the student body derive from membership of this organisation?



Proposer: Richard Cairns (12501042)


Seconder: Jonathan Crawford (12997072) 

11.2
Can you disclose individual budgets for student officers for the year ahead, and explain how they intend to allocate them?



Proposer: Richard Cairns (12501042)


Seconder: Stephen Goss (16303067)

11.3
I would like to thank the Deputy President, Vice President Welfare and Student Community Action Officer for representing the Students’ Union at the official University Act of Remembrance on Sunday 11 November 2007.  Could the Union President explain why, as the highest representative of the student body, he did not feel able to attend this most important of events?


Proposer: Thomas Hogg (12862061)



Seconder: Dean McSorley (15217078)

11.4
How does the Union President view the continued problems experienced within communities surrounding the University to date?



Proposer: Andrew Charles (12257036)



Seconder: Daniel Hendry (13823078)

11.5
Council notes with concern the high level of antisocial behaviour and vandalism over the Halloween period, most notably in the Holylands area.  What action did the Union President take in order to try to prevent such disgraceful behaviour emanating from members of the Students’ Union and, in retrospect, does the Union President feel that these steps have proved to be successful?



Proposer: Thomas Hogg (12862061)



Seconder: Kirsty Bell (12454079)

11.6
Can you please give a breakdown of the total costs incurred thus far through the SSHH campaign and the estimated costs for the remainder of the academic year?



Proposer: Nathan Anderson (12320072)



Seconder: Scott Carson (12780073)
11.7
Has the Students’ Union received financial assistance from any external bodies for the SSHH campaign and, if so, can you please detail such amounts?



Proposer: Nathan Anderson (12320072)



Seconder: David Meredith (15255077)

11.8
Council notes with disappointment that minutes of the Students’ Union Executive Management Committee meetings remain unavailable on the Union’s website, and can only be obtained upon request.  In the interest of transparency and accountability, would the Union President agree that such minutes should be made available online in the same way as minutes of the Council are?



Proposer: Thomas Hogg (12862061)



Seconder: Richard Wright (16454057)

11.9
In this year’s Plan of Work, you commit to “investigate the feasibility of staging a referendum on national union membership during 2007-08”.  Can you please inform Council of what progress has been made on this very important issue?



Proposer: Andrew Charles (12257036)



Seconder: Richard Wright (16454057)

11.10
Given the Constitution passed at the June 2007 meeting of Senate states that there must be a referendum on our membership of NUS/USI at least once every three years, does the Union President believe that the student body should now be given their say on this matter forthwith?



Proposer: Phil Allister (12153052)



Seconder: Mark Dodds (12991058)

11.11
Can the Union President update Council on the investigation into ‘Dohertygate’?



Proposer: Phil Allister (12153052)



Seconder: Mark Dodds (12991058)


To the Deputy President
11.12
In this year’s Plan of Work, you committed to “launch a campaign to encourage more women to stand for election to the Students’ Union Council”.  In retrospect, how successful do you feel that this campaign has been?



Proposer: Kirsty Bell (12454079)



Seconder: Rhonda Milligan (15203042)


To the Vice President Education
11.13
Given that the Students’ Union is a neutral working environment and that student officers are to provide assistance to all students, does the Vice President feel that the displaying of a copy of the 1916 Irish Proclamation of Independence in a student officer’s office is beneficial towards maintaining such neutrality?



Proposer: Thomas Hogg (12862061)



Seconder: Rhonda Milligan (15203042)

11.14
Could the Vice President please give a breakdown of the costs associated with his SSHH campaign posters?


Proposer: Stephen Dunne (13306073)



Seconder: Ray Carscadden (12776076)


To the Vice President Clubs and Services
11.15
Can you set out the criteria for a non-affiliated club/society/business to be entitled to a stall at the Freshers’ Bazaar, and demonstrate how these criteria were met in relation to the 2007 Freshers’ Bazaar?



Proposer: Richard Cairns (12501042)



Seconder: Richard Reid (15778045)

11.16
When does the officer plan to run the societies’ officers’ training event?

Proposer: Andrew Charles (12257036)



Seconder: Ian Gow (13472054)
11.17
Last year the previous Vice President Clubs and Services gave Council a commitment that the Clubs and Societies Resource Centre would soon be reopened.  That commitment was unfortunately unfulfilled.  Could you please inform Council when the Resource Centre will be reopened and indicate what services it will offer?



Proposer: Stephen Dunne (13306073)



Seconder: Jeremy Bennett (12464074)

11.18
Given the lack of a functioning Clubs and Societies Resource Centre for over a year, how does the Vice President intend to reimburse clubs and societies for costs incurred during the day-to-day running of their organisations, due to the failure of the Students’ Union to provide adequate facilities?



Proposer: Thomas Hogg (12862061)



Seconder: Gavin Robinson (11192062)

12.
Motions
12.1
This Council recognises and endorses the proposed University-Student Charter, as codifying students’ rights and responsibilities, and benefiting the student experience, as opposed to the proposed University-Student Contract of last year. 



Proposer: John Roger (Union President)



Seconder: Sarah McCaffrey (Deputy President)

12.2
This Council recognises the importance of reforming the current system of the Board of Visitors – the highest level of appeal open to students – and seeks to lobby the Department of Employment and Learning (DEL) to fundamentally review this system and bring parity with the rest of the United Kingdom to the students of Northern Ireland. 



Proposer: John Roger (Union President)



Seconder: Sarah McCaffrey (Deputy President)

12.3
This Council welcomes the installation of a Wireless network by the University.  Council requests that the Union President invites a representative of the University’s Information Services Department to the next Statutory Meeting in order to update Council on progress of the ‘roll out’ of this service.



Proposer: Michael Shilliday (11592079)



Seconder: Richard Stewart Reid (15778045)

12.4
This Council recognises not only the physical and mental strains on students, but also the emotional strains affecting many, not least of all freshers.

Council also recognises that this includes students who are struggling with issues of gender confusion and sexuality.

Council notes that, unlike the University of Ulster, Queen’s University does not and never has provided a trained sabbatical or non-sabbatical post, specifically appointed to deal with LGBT issues and awareness.  With this in mind, Council urges Queen’s University Belfast to immediately catch up with other Universities across Northern Ireland and beyond.

Council supports the creation of a non-sabbatical post for a LGBT Officer and supports the holding of an election at the earliest possible time in order to full such a post.

Council proposes that a sub-committee of Council, consisting of Councillors and at least one sabbatical officer, be established in order to work with University officials, in order to make appropriate arrangements to enable the timely creation of such a non-sabbatical post. 



Proposer: Ciarnan Helferty (Vice President Welfare)



Seconder: Aaron McMenamin (Member of Council, Medicine 2)
12.5
This Council requests that the Students’ Union gives its support to the Stop World Aids QUB Coalition and its forthcoming campaign centred around World Aids Day (1 December).
Council recognises this campaign as being a Union-wide event and calls upon as many of the University’s clubs and societies as possible to participate.

Council notes that the campaign is based upon raising awareness of the worldwide Aids epidemic and seeks to lobby governments to reach their G8 targets.



Proposer: Peter McGovern (Medicine 3)



Seconder: Katy Donaghy (Medicine 3)
12.6
This Council recognises the continued problems in the Holylands and beyond with student housing and antisocial behaviour, and mandates the Union President and his officer team to take steps to see that these problems are addressed accordingly and with drastic action.



Proposer: Andrew Charles (12257036)



Seconder: Mark Scott (15925048)

12.7
This Council recognises the immense contribution rendered by members of Her Majesty’s security forces during 38 years of deployment in Northern Ireland.  Their integrity and immense sacrifice was pivotal in securing peace and upholding the rule of law in this province.
This Council regrets that so many innocent lives were cut short during years of terrorist violence on both sides of the community.  With constitutional issues settled and all political parties now embracing democracy and the rule of law, this Council looks forward to a prosperous and vibrant Northern Ireland for many generations to come.



Proposer: Thomas Hogg (12862061)



Seconder: Stephen Dunne (13306073)

13.
Any Other Competent Business
14.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

Wednesday 5 December 2007 at 6.15 p.m.
