

SUC/A/08/04

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend a Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council to be held on Thursday 8 May 2008 at 6.00 p.m. in the Club Rooms, 3rd Floor, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 10 April 2008 (SUC/M/08/03).
2.
Business Arising.
3.
Communications.
4.
Bye-Elections
5.
Elections
6.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
6.1
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University Philosophorum Academia Society

Proposer:
Nathan Anderson (12320072)
Seconder:
Steffan Rafferty (Vice President Clubs and Services)

6.2
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

2. Queen’s University Humanist Society


Proposer:
Andrea McCullough (14681048)

Seconder:
Arran Dickson (16541073)

6.3
Report of the Student Officer Review Group (SUC/P/08/29) 
7.
Report of the Executive Management Committee and Recommendations

Report of the Deputy President (SUC/P/08/30)


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/08/31)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/08/32)

Report of the Vice President Clubs and Services (SUC/P/08/33)


Report of the Mature Students’ Officer (SUC/P/08/34)


Report of the Postgraduate Students’ Officer (SUC/P/08/35)


Report of the Union Speaker (SUC/P/08/36)


Report of the Union President (SUC/P/08/37 – to follow)
Reports have not been submitted within the requested timeframe by the following officers:


Women’s Officer

International Students’ Officer

Student Community Action Officer

Cultural Affairs Officer
8.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations
9.
Reports from University Committees
10.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

11.
Questions

To the Union President
11.1
Will the Union President inform Council regarding the current status and relationship between Queen’s University Belfast Students’ Union (QUBSU) and Queen’s University Belfast (QUB), how this relationship changed under the presidencies of Mary Durkan (2002-03) and Jonathan Hill (2003-04), and what approval was given to any such change in that relationship, in particular from this Council?


Proposer : Shane Brogan (12412058)


Seconder : Andrew Gordon (13466046)

11.2
Will the Union President inform Council regarding the current status of the Queen’s Union Club (QUC), how the operation of this society changed under the presidencies of Mary Durkan (2002-03) and Jonathan Hill (2003-04), what approval was given to any such change in that relationship, in particular from this Council, and what has happened to the funds held by QUC?


Proposer : Shane Brogan (12412058)


Seconder : Andrew Gordon (13466046)

11.3
Can the Union President detail what steps have been taken to organise recycling at the Queen’s Elms site since the Statutory Meeting of the Council that took place on 10 April 2008?

Proposer : Joseph Corina (12942073)


Seconder : Edward McCaffrey (16818075)
11.4
Can the Union President present to Council, an update on the progress of the Executive Management Committee’s implementation of  its agreed Plan of Work for the 2007-2008 academic year?

Proposer: Damien Corridan (10452079)

Seconder: Stephen McShane (14442035)

11.5
Can the President present to Council, an update on the implementation of the agreed action plans arising from the Union’s participation in the Students’ Union Evaluation Initative (SUEI)?

Proposer: Damien Corridan (10452079)

Seconder: Stephen McShane (14442035)

11.6
Could the President present to Council, an overivew of the key outstanding action items regarding the restructuring process within the Students’ Union?

Proposer: Damien Corridan (10452079)

Seconder: Stephen McShane (14442035)

11.7
The Quality Assurance Agency are undertaking an institutional audit of the University in 2008/2009. The Students’ Union has secured independent input to the process by means of a written submission. In light of the importance of this review as a means to hightlight our issues of concern to an external review body and the inevitable loss of institutional knowledge caused by a changing Executive Management Committee in the next few months, what steps are being taken to ensure that this submission is as informed and as complete as is possbile?

Proposer: Damien Corridan (10452079)

Seconder: Stephen McShane (14442035)

To the Vice-President Education

11.8
The Quality Assurance Agency have published a draft paper on approches to student engagement and have sought feedback from students on the draft paper by Wednesday 30 April 2008. What submission, if any, was made on behalf of QUB Students’ Union and what is the position of QUBSU’s Executive Management Committee on the draft paper?

Proposer: Damien Corridan (10452079)

Seconder: Stephen McShane (14442035)
12.
Motions
12.1
The individual Councillors, the Committees and the motions passed are not only essential for the democratic process within the Union, but are also a means to hold the Executive Management Committee and the management team to account.  Council is aware that motions that are passed are not followed-up.

Therefore, a Working Group should be set up in order to investigate into how to enhance the implementation of motions and the production of feedback with regard to the above. The Working Group should report back at the next Council Statutory Meeting.


Proposer : Anne Pauli (14692066)


Seconder : Ulla Saar (14926067)

12.2
In order to enhance the democratic process and the accountability of the Council to its electorate, decisions taken in the Council need to be disseminated among students.  Council recognises that there is a lack of transparency and information regarding questions asked and motions passed within the Council.

Therefore, the Union Speaker should be responsible for summarising and explaining Council decisions and this post holder should send an article to the Vice President Campaigns and Communication, to be included in a future edition of the Students’ Union Magazine.  Minutes of Council should be displayed on ground floor noticeboard in the Union.

Proposer : Anne Pauli (14692066)


Seconder : Ulla Saar (14926067)

12.3 Council notes that for a student to take a test for learning disabilities – such as dyslexia or dyspraxia – in the University’s Department of Psychology, a charge of £250 must be paid in full by the student.
Council believes that a student who may have a learning disability but who may be unable to afford to pay this fee, could be in need of aid and would be unable to receive this as the University will not cover the cost of such a test.

Council also believes that this situation could leave such a student at a huge disadvantage and that it is unfair to charge a student tuition fees if the University is not prepared to help them make the most of the available teaching.
Council mandates the Executive Management Committee and the incoming Vice President Equality and Diversity to lobby the University to communicate funding opportunities for the testing process, in order to ensure that every student is given the same opportunity to make the most of the Student Experience at Queen’s University Belfast.

Proposer : Joseph Corina (12942073)


Seconder : Edward McCaffrey (16818075)

12.4
Council notes that, according to the 2009 edition of the Good University Guide that was published in ‘The Independent’ on 24 April 2008, Queen’s University Belfast spends £831 on all academic services per student, whilst the University of Ulster spends £1,194 per student for the equivalent services.

Council believes that this seems to be grossly unfair, considering that Queen’s University Belfast is the premier learning establishment in the region, yet it spends £363 less per student on academic services.

Council mandates the Union President and the Executive Management Committee to investigate this matter, raising it with relevant University officials and to attempt to bring about a satisfactory solution, reporting the outcome of their investigations to the Council at the earliest opportunity.

Proposer : Joseph Corina (12942073)


Seconder : Edward McCaffrey (16818075)

13.
Any Other Competent Business
14.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

To be announced.
