

SUC/A/08/06

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend a Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council to be held on Thursday 27 November 2008 in The Space, 1st Floor, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting of 27 November 2008 (SUC/M/08/05).

These will be considered at the Statutory Meeting of 4 December 2008.

2.
Business Arising.
There is none at this time.
3.
Communications.
4.
Bye-Elections
5.
Elections
6.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
6.1
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University Debating and Mooting Society

Proposer:
Ulla Saar (14926067)
Seconder:
Helen Clarke (12838071)

6.2
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

2. Queen’s University Land Use and Environmental Management Society


Proposer:
Martin Kernan (16796071)

Seconder:
Rebecca Sheppard (16048075)

6.3
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

3.
Love Music Hate Racism QUB


Proposer:
Anne Pauli (14692066)

Seconder:
Paul Simpson (15019063)
6.4
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

4.
Queen’s University Belfast Bulls Society


Proposer:
Steven Campbell (12544043)

Seconder:
Paul Courtney (Vice President Clubs and Societies)
6.5
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

5.
QUB Electronic Arts Research Society (EARS)


Proposer:
Paul Courtney (Vice President Clubs and Societies)

Seconder:
Laura Hawthorne (Vice President Community)
6.6
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

6.
Queen’s University Parkour Society


Proposer:
Jimmy Blair (16988078)


Seconder:
Mark Weeks (17037077)

6.7
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

7.
Queen’s University Model Flying Club


Proposer:
David Lisk (15464024)


Seconder:
Daniel-Patrick Heatley (13688049)

6.8
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

8.
Queen’s University Jeet Kune Do Society


Proposer:
Henry Yeung (11807075)


Seconder:
Mark Patrick McCoy (11123079)

7.
Report of the Executive Management Committee and Recommendations

Report of the Union President (SUC/P/08/38) – to follow
Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications (SUC/P/08/39)

Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/08/40)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/08/41)

Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies (SUC/P/08/42)


Report of the Vice President Community (SUC/P/08/43)


Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (SUC/P/08/44)

8.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations
A report from the Students’ Union Management Board shall be considered at the Statutory Meeting of 4 December 2008.

9.
Reports from University Committees
10.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

11.
Questions

To the Union President
11.1
What ‘perks of the job’ do the sabbatical officers receive and are these justified?


Proposer : Ulla Saar (14926067)


Seconder : Anne Pauli (14692066)

11.2
Could you give a brief description of the progress of and your contribution to the student written submission to the institutional audit?

Proposer : Joe Corina (12942073)


Seconder : William Wyeth (40019011)

11.3
What representations have been made by the Students’ Union in respect of the problems with QSIS; in particular, the difficulties encountered with student registration, online voting and incidents of incorrect timetables being issued to students?

Proposer : Thomas Hogg (12862061)


Seconder : Debbie Montgomery (40001890)
To the Vice President Education

11.4
Could you give a brief description of the progress of and your contribution to the student written submission to the institutional audit?

Proposer : Joe Corina (12942073)


Seconder : William Wyeth (40019011)

11.5
In the current year, Queen’s is undergoing an institutional audit by the QAA (Quality Assurance Agency).  What specific actions have you undertaken since taking office, as Vice President Education, to ensure that students shall have an opportunity to participate fully in the institutional audit process?
Proposer: Damien Corridan (10452079)

Seconder: Stephen McShane (14442035)
11.6 In anticipation of the review into higher education funding in 2009, what specific actions have you undertaken since taking office, as Vice President Education, to develop policy on and prepare to defend against any increases in student fees?

Proposer: Damien Corridan (10452079)

Seconder: Stephen McShane (14442035)
11.7 What specific actions have you undertaken since taking office, as Vice President Education, to strengthen and develop the relationship between SSCCs, their representatives and the Students’ Union?

Proposer: Damien Corridan (10452079)

Seconder: Stephen McShane (14442035)

To the Vice President Clubs and Societies
11.8 Is there a complete database of clubs and societies’ e-mail addresses and contact details?
Proposer:  Conall Doherty (12221066)

Seconder:  Patricia McCormick (13860062)

11.9
Could the Vice President provide an update on the clubs and societies’ resource centre?

Proposer:  Thomas Hogg (12862061)


Seconder:  Debbie Montgomery (40001890)


To the Vice President Equality and Diversity
11.10
With regard to your position and obligation that you shall maintain and promote regular communications with under-represented or disadvantaged groups, can you describe the extent to which you have carried this out?


Proposer:  Anne Pauli (14692066)


Seconder:  Ulla Saar (14926067)  


To the Vice President Campaigns and Communications
11.11
Can you explain to Council how it is acceptable for an officer of the this Union to be forcibly removed from the Students’ Union building by security staff on a Friday evening, for being rude and offensive to a member of their staff?

Proposer:  Dean McSorley (15217078)


Seconder:  Philip Allister (12153053)

11.12
Could you explain how describing the students of the University of Ulster as “Poly dumb asses” and using the words “tw*t” and “sh*te” help to deliver the message of the Union to its members and the general public?

Proposer:  Joe Corina (12942073)


Seconder:  William Wyeth (40019011)

11.13
After the SU Mag had been approved by the Marketing Manager of the Students’ Union, could you explain your reasoning for returning to it and changing the picture relating to the article on page 26?

Proposer:  Paul Simpson (15019063)


Seconder:  Joe Corina (12942073)

11.14
Do you believe that it was appropriate to insert a photograph that appears to make an offensive reference to the respective nationality of the writer of the above article, thus bringing the Union into disrepute?

Proposer:  Paul Simpson (15019063)


Seconder:  Joe Corina (12942073)


11.15
Do you understand that, in the Students’ Union Constitution, it says that you shall not engage in behaviour which brings or may bring the name of the University into disrepute and that this would be worthy of dismissal at any public or private enterprise?


Proposer:  Joe Corina (12942073)


Seconder:  William Wyeth (40019011)

12.
Motions
12.1
This Council recognises that the sabbatical officers are employed and paid as full-time employees.
This Council urges the officers to work for at least the core hours of 10.00 am until 4.00 pm and welcomes any additional effort on their behalf.
Council mandates that the officers must sign in and out at the porters’ desk, in order to prove adherence to the above, and that explanation of hours not met should be presented in writing to this Council.

Proposer : Anne Pauli (14692066)


Seconder : Ulla Saar (14926067)

12.2
Council understands that there is a full-time responsibility associated with the sabbatical positions.  Council believes that it is necessary that the officers should be contactable during working hours.
Council mandates the officers to display both their diaries and work mobile telephone numbers on the window of the Executive Management Committee office, in order to accommodate the above obligations.

Proposer:  Joe Corina (12942073)


Seconder:  William Wyeth (40019011)

12.3 Council mandates that five working days notice must be provided by the sabbatical officers to the Union President in advance of taking any leave.  The Union President must provide such notice to the General Manager (or Head of Unit) of the Students’ Union.
Council understands that there may be exceptional circumstances and these will be handled on an individual basis.
Proposer : Conall Doherty (12221066)


Seconder : Patricia McCormick (13860062)

12.4
Council believes that it may be difficult for students who are not members of the Council to access the reports of the sabbatical officers.
Council mandates that monthly sabbatical officer reports must be posted online at www.qubsu.org in order to increase transparency and permit public scrutiny.  Appropriate action points must be highlighted in order to show what problems were faced and how these were dealt with. 
Proposer : Ulla Saar (14926067)

Seconder : Anne Pauli (14692066)

12.5
This Council notes the poor levels of hygiene in the Students’ Union toilets and in other areas of the Union, and feels that this not only portrays a negative image of the Students’ Union to non-members, but also deters members from using the facilities of the Union.

Council mandates the Executive Management Committee to review the current arrangements pertaining to hygiene in the Students’ Union, in order to improve upon the present situation, and to report to the next Statutory Meeting of the Council.


Proposer : Jonny Clarke (40003139)


Seconder : Thomas Hogg (12862061)

12.6 This Council notes that there are two seats available for representatives from clubs and societies respectively on the University’s Academic Board, and that these positions have remained vacant for some time.
Council further notes that there is no provision within the Students’ Union Constitution that addresses election to these positions and that maximising student representation on University Committees is of great importance.

Council mandates the Standing Committee of Council to consult with members of Council and with the Students’ Union’s clubs and societies, and to bring forward procedures to enable the filling of these seats.
Proposer: Damien Corridan (10452079)

Seconder: Stephen McShane (14442035)
13.
Any Other Competent Business
14.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

To be announced.
