

SUC/A/09/04

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend the Annual Business Meeting of the Students’ Union Council to be held on Thursday 7 May 2009 in the Club Rooms, 3rd Floor, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 29 April 2009 (SUC/M/09/03)
2.
Business Arising.
3.
Communications.
3.1
PTQ – Memorandum of Understanding (SUC/P/09/26)

4.
Bye-Elections
5.
Elections
6.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments

6.1
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


Queen’s University Belfast City Breakdance Society


Proposer:
Kim Calvert (18647057)

Seconder:
Fergus McAleavey (14374056)

6.2
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


Queen’s University Success Chinese Lion Dance Society


Proposer:
Yuk Shan Lui (10711066)


Seconder:
Shane Brogan (Vice President Equality and Diversity)
7.
Annual Report of Executive Management Committee and Recommendations

Annual Report of the Union President (SUC/P/09/27)
Annual Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications 






(SUC/P/09/28)

Annual Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/09/29 – to follow)


Annual Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/09/30)

Annual Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies (SUC/P/09/31) 

Annual Report of the Vice President Community (SUC/P/09/32)


Annual Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (SUC/P/09/33)

8.
Annual Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations

Annual Report of the Management Board (SUC/P/09/34 – to follow)

Annual Report of the Standing Committee (SUC/P/09/35)


Annual Report of the Education and Welfare Committee 







(SUC/P/09/36 – to follow)

Annual Report of the Campaigns and Communications Committee 







(SUC/P/09/37 – to follow)

Annual Report of the Community, Equality and Diversity Committee 







(SUC/P/09/38 – to follow)

Annual Report of the Clubs, Societies and Student Development Committee 

(SUC/P/09/39 – to follow)

9.
Reports from University Committees

Report from University Senate (SUC/P/09/40)

10.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

11.
Questions

To the Union President
11.1
Concerns have been voiced by several delegates to the National Union of Students / Union of Students in Ireland (NUS/USI) Conference that they felt that they were ill prepared by the Students’ Union in relation to the conference and the motions that were put forward.  What steps were taken to prepare delegates for the conference? 

Proposer : Anne Pauli (14692066)

Seconder : Ulla Saar (14926067)
11.2
Delegates to the NUS/USI Conference were not informed of the option of abstaining as a matter of conscience when voting on those motions with a mandate.  Why did the delegate leader refrain from communicating this information and does he think that this lack of clarity on the nomination forms led some students to refrain from nominating themselves for the conference, especially in the light of the £40 penalty imposed? 


Proposer : Anne Pauli (14692066)


Seconder : Ulla Saar (14926067)

11.3
When the new sabbatical officer positions were established in March 2008, a review was to take place regarding all of the current posts and a report delivered to Council after the new positions had been established for one year.  Can the Union President provide Council with an update regarding this review?

Proposer : Patricia McCormick (13860062)

Seconder : Conall Doherty (12221066)

11.4
Council has passed a motion mandating Executive Management Committee officers to upload their officer reports to the Students’ Union website.  Can the Union President explain why, at the end of the year, his report section still reads “reports coming soon”?

Proposer : Patricia McCormick (13860062)


Seconder : Conall Doherty (12221066)


To the Vice President Clubs and Societies
11.5
In light of the problems encountered by several societies when setting up their own websites, what efforts have you undertaken to assist societies with regard to this issue?


Proposer : Patricia McCormick (13860062)


Seconder : Conall Doherty (12221066)


To the Vice President Campaigns and Communications
11.6
In the light of your job description and the Union’s aim to encourage student participation, what efforts have you undertaken to promote the NUS/USI Conference to students and to encourage them to put themselves forward as delegates?


Proposer : Anne Pauli (14692066)


Seconder : Ulla Saar (14926067)


To the Vice President Education
11.7
It has come to our attention that students who are taken examinations in May 2009 or who have coursework to hand in at the end of the semester feel disadvantaged by the new library regulation stating that books taken out from before Easter need not be returned until the end of the summer vacation period.  What efforts did you undertake to ensure that those student voices were heard when this new regulation was implemented? 

Proposer : Ulla Saar (14926067)


Seconder : Anne Pauli (14692066)


To the Vice President Equality and Diversity
11.8
When voting on those motions with a mandate at the NUS/USI Conference, you asked Queen’s University Belfast Students’ Union delegates to show their ballot papers to you before casting their vote.  Can the Vice President explain how this action is consistent with the principal that ‘each delegate is allowed a secret and free vote’?


Proposer : Anne Pauli (14692066)


Seconder : Ulla Saar (14926067)

12.
Motions
12.1
This Council approves the Students’ Union Strategic Plan, as outlined within paper SUC/P/09/41.

Proposer : Ciarnan Helferty (Union President)


Seconder : Shane Brogan (Vice President Equality and Diversity)
12.2
This Council recognises that some clubs and societies who do not hold meetings within the Students’ Union premises are unaware that they can still advertise their events within the Union building.

This Council therefore mandates the Vice President Clubs and Societies to notify such clubs and societies of this option, and to ensure that all such clubs and societies may have full access to advertising space within the Students’ Union premises, regardless of where their events are being staged, except where such events are being staged in another bar venue.

Proposer : Ulla Saar (14926067)


Seconder : Anne Pauli (14692066)

12.3
This Council recognises that students who come to study at Queen’s University from outside Northern Ireland are sometimes unaware of its history and do not therefore know what may cause offence to people.  This Council furthermore notes that such students are not given proper guidance regarding the different areas of Belfast and where it is safe to venture.
This Council mandates the elected officers of the Executive Management Committee to ensure that those students who are not from Northern Ireland are given appropriate guidance on how to be ‘streetwise’ whilst in Belfast.

Proposer : Ulla Saar (14926067)


Seconder : Anne Pauli (14692066)

12.4
This Council recognises the constraints that are placed upon international students with regard to their movement between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, and the problems that can arise from such restrictions.
This Council mandates the Union President to liaise with relevant bodies and organisations in order to establish a waiver for international students at Queen’s University that will permit them to travel to the Republic of Ireland if they hold a visa for the United Kingdom.


Proposer : Ulla Saar (14926067)


Seconder : Conall Doherty (12221066)

12.5
This Council believes that all students are entitled to equal representation on issues that are important to them.  Council notes that, at present, issues exist on which the Students’ Union has mandated delegates at Regional Conference to follow a particular pattern of voting. 

This Council further believes that delegates should be mandated to vote proportionally to the recorded support for such issues, whether that support has been recorded at a referendum, Union General Meeting, any meeting of the Council, a poll or via any other means.


Proposer : Stephen McShane (20587066)


Seconder : Jordan Junge (40000288)

13.
Any Other Competent Business
14.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

November 2009 

