

SUC/A/09/06

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend a Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council to be held at 

6.00 p.m. on Tuesday 17 November 2009 in The Space, 1st Floor, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting of 5 November 2009 (SUC/M/09/05).
2.
Business Arising.

3.
Communications.
3.1
Communication from Queen’s University Belfast Sub-Aqua Club regarding changes to its Constitution.

3.2
Communication from Queen’s University Belfast Swimming, Water Polo and Lifesaving Club regarding changes to its Constitution.

4.
Bye-Elections
5.
Elections
6.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
6.1
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. Queen’s University League Against Cruel Sports

Proposer:
Mary Friel (13326058)
Seconder:
Anna Friel (13488074)

6.2
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


2.
Queen’s University Belfast Christian Aid Society

Proposer:
Ben Matson (14481073)

Seconder:
Graham Scobie (40010657)
6.3
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

3.
Queen’s University Belfast Vegetarian and Vegan Society


Proposer:
Thomas Ireland (40005830)

Seconder:
Michael Robinson (40006146)
6.4
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

4.
Queen’s University Belfast Soc Soc Society

Proposer:
Elizabeth Byrne (15829065)

Seconder:
Paula Anne Toner (40026897)
6.5
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

5.
Queen’s University Belfast Softball Society


Proposer:
Adar Eisenburch (29038403)


Seconder:
Francis McCaughan (13793603)

6.6
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

6.
Queen’s University Belfast Lacrosse Club


Proposer:
Jonny Burke (29034823)


Seconder:
Claire Macartney (14356074)

6.7
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

7.
Queen’s University Belfast Business Club

Proposer:
Noel James McKevitt (14303035)


Seconder:
Paul Glover (12604062)

6.8
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


8.
Queen’s University Belfast IAESTE Society

Proposer:
Rebecca Lutton (14197049)


Seconder:
Jonny Milliken (15205045)

6.9
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

9.
Queen’s University Belfast Ultimate Frisbee Club


Proposer:
Alan Cooper (14791021)


Seconder:
David Scott (40011417)

6.10
Amend:  Byelaw 1.6 to read:
“All forms of gaming, for money or substitutes of money, are strictly forbidden within the premises of the Students’ Union without the approval of the Students’ Union Council.”

Proposer:
Laura Hawthorne (13663054)


Seconder:
Damien Corridan (10452079)


7.
Report of the Executive Management Committee and Recommendations

Report of the Union President (SUC/P/09/45) – to follow
Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications (SUC/P/09/46)









- to follow


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/09/47)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/09/48)

Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies (SUC/P/09/49)


Report of the Vice President Community (SUC/P/09/50)


Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (SUC/P/09/51)

8.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations

Report of the Environmental Committee (SUC/P/09/52)
9.
Reports from University Committees
10.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

11.
Questions

To the Union President
11.1
Can you please outline any student input in relation to (a) the layout of College Park Library facilities and the extended-hours study room, and (b) the closure of the Science Library?


Proposer : Anne Pauli (14692066)


Seconder : Charlotte Moughan (15890066)


To the Vice President Clubs and Societies
11.2
Council is aware that there is a Clubs and Societies Review ongoing.  Can the Vice President please update Council regarding the progress of this Review and any proposed major changes that may occur?

Proposer : Charlotte Moughan (15890066)


Seconder : Josh Eves (40020053)

11.3
In relation to the Clubs and Societies Review, can the Vice President please update Council regarding what measures the Students’ Union has implemented in order to encourage input from individual clubs and societies?

Proposer : Charlotte Moughan (15890066)


Seconder : Josh Eves (40020053)
To the Vice President Education

11.4
Could you provide an update regarding (a) the planned developments of the Seamus Heaney Library, the Main Library and the Science Library, and (b) any plans for extended library opening hours of College Park in relation to the examination periods and the Christmas and Easter vacation periods?

Proposer : Anne Pauli (14692006)


Seconder : Charlotte Moughan (15890066)

11.5
Can you please provide an account of the number of computer and study spaces available in College Park Library, compared to the number of computer and study spaces that were available collectively in the Seamus Heaney Library, the Main Library and the Science Library?
Proposer: Charlotte Moughan (15890066)

Seconder: Anne Pauli (14692006)
12.
Motions
12.1
This Council endorses the Students’ Union Plan of Work for 2009-10 (SUC/P/09/53).

Proposer : Shane Brogan (Union President)


Seconder : Gareth McGreevy (Vice President Campaigns & Communications) 
12.2
This Council recognises the lack of student input into the development of library facilities and their opening hours and further recognises the detrimental effect that this can have on academic achievement.

This Council calls upon the management of the University to consider the repercussions to students arising from limited library opening hours.

This Council mandates the student officers and those Councillors who sit on the Students’ Union Management Board, Academic Council, Academic Board and the SSCCs to ensure that this issue is included on their agendas.

Proposer:  Charlotte Moughan (15890066)


Seconder:  Anne Pauli (14692006)

12.3
This Council recognises the lack of transparency and accountability in relation to motions passed by Council.
This Council believes that there needs to be a streamlined process by which the elected officers can report back to Council in relation to any developments relating to motions that have been passed.

This Council mandates the Officer Review Group to address this issue and to report back to the December 2009 Statutory Meeting.

Proposer : Anne Pauli (14692006)


Seconder : Charlotte Moughan (1589006)

12.4
This Council notes that the new library facilities are further away from the Ashby Building and the David Keir Building than the old Science Library.  

This Council recognises that many students only have classes in these buildings.  This Council also notes that there is now less computer and study space available for students who would previously have used these facilities.

This Council mandates the Executive Management Committee to campaign for more study space to be made available in the vicinity of the Ashby Building and the David Keir Building. 
Proposer : Mark Ballantine (40000442)

Seconder : Nathan Anderson (12320072)

12.5
This Council recognises that student representatives are given a considerable amount of documentation.  This Council further recognises that the sheer amount of documentation can fill up the 48.83 MB email space allocated to all students very quickly.

This Council therefore mandates the Executive Management Committee to liaise with the relevant bodies in order to increase the amount of email space made available to all students.


Proposer : Ryan Hamilton-Bryce

Seconder : Derek Crosby
12.6
This Council notes the excessive burden of bureaucracy thrust upon clubs and societies.  This Council further notes the difficulties that some clubs and societies have encountered when attempting to remove monies that they have raised from their accounts.
This Council mandates the Executive Management Committee to investigate the possibility of giving clubs and societies greater access to their own raised funds; for instance, by giving them a cheque book.
Proposer: Nathan Anderson (12320072)

Seconder: Andrew McDowell (40025931)
12.7
This Council recognises that QSIS can be very difficult for people to operate, especially for first-time users.
This Council mandates the Executive Management Committee to campaign in favour of the University offering induction courses to guide people through the system.


Proposer: Nathan Anderson (12320072)

Seconder: Jonathan Fitzsimons (40002679)

12.8
This Council recognises that the Library is an excellent facility in which to carry out computer-based work.  This Council, however, notes with concern that the Library’s supply of computers does not often meet demand.
This Council therefore mandates the Executive Management Committee to campaign for the provision of additional computers in the Library.


Proposer: Nathan Anderson (12320072)


Seconder: Daniel Critchlow (12054062)

12.9
This Council is aware that, over the past three years, there have been numerous problems with University computer systems.  This Council believes that the problems caused by system failures have been exacerbated by a lack of communication from the University.

This Council is also aware that, during the recent change in username for Queen’s Online (QOL) login, the University failed to provide adequate information to student users.
This Council mandates the Executive Management Committee to campaign for the University to provide adequate and timely information to students, regarding any system failures or planned changes to its computing services.


Proposer: Nathan Anderson (12320072)


Seconder: Mark Ballantine (40000442)

13.
Any Other Competent Business
14.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

Monday 7 December 2009 at 6.00 p.m. in The Space, Students’ Union
