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QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council, to be held at 6.00 p.m. on Monday 8 March 2010 in The Space, 1st Floor, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 3 February 2010 (SUC/M/10/1).
2.
Business Arising.

2.1
The Union President shall report with regard to the provision of written answers to tabled questions submitted to the Statutory Meeting of 3 February 2010.

3.
Communications.
3.1
Mr David Bradley (Clubs and Societies Coordinator, Students’ Union) shall address the Council with regard to planned activities.

4.
Bye-Elections
5.
Elections
6.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
6.1
Amend:  
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

Queen’s University International Business with a Modern Language Society


Proposer:
Aisling Polley (40002320)


Seconder:
Claire Kennedy (40005694)

6.2
Amend:  
Rule 7 

Insert:

1.8.4

“Notwithstanding the provisions contained within 1.8.1, any Proposer or Seconder of a tabled question may request that his / her name shall not be published.  In such circumstances, the Union Speaker shall read out the tabled question and the right to any supplementary question shall be waived.”


Proposer:
Jay Downs (13268074)


Seconder:
Adam McGibbon (13973061)

6.3
Amend:
Rule 1

Delete: 
Section 4.5


Replace with:

“Polling for any Referendum must open and close in term time on a Monday, Tuesday or Thursday.”


Proposer:
Jay Downs (13268074)


Seconder:
Adam McGibbon (13973061)
6.4
Amend:
Rule 6

Delete:
Section 1.6


Replace with:

“All forms of Casino Gaming (see 1.6.1) for money or substitutes of money are strictly forbidden within the premises of the Students’ Union.  Other forms of gaming, for money or substitutes of money, are strictly forbidden within the premises of the Students’ Union, without the prior approval of the Council.  Each application for gaming approval from the Council must be submitted on a case-by-case basis, with the date and time of each such event specified.” 


Also Insert:
“1.6.1
Casino gaming is recognised within this Constitutional Rule as referring to any (or any variation) of the following games: poker; blackjack; roulette; craps; and baccarat.”

Proposer:
Ryan Cushley
(Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences)


Seconder:
Laura Hawthorne (Vice President Community)


6.5
Amend:
Rule 8


Insert:

“17
No Club or Society may be recognised or approved by the Students’ Union if the sole purpose of the Club or Society is gaming for money, or for substitutes of money.”


Proposer:
Ryan Cushley
(Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences)


Seconder:
Laura Hawthorne (Vice President Community)

7.
Report of the Executive Management Committee and Recommendations

Report of the Union President (SUC/P/10/11)

Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/10/12)

Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/10/13)

Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (SUC/P/10/14)

Reports were not received within the required timeframe from the following officers:


Vice President Campaigns and Communications

Vice President Clubs and Societies

Vice President Community

8.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations
8.1
Report of the Standing Committee (SUC/P/10/15).
9.
Reports from University Committees

There are none.
10.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

11.
Questions

To the Union Speaker
11.1 At the previous Statutory Meeting of this Council, you stated that a complaint had been received with regard to the motion on performance related pay (PRP).  As part of this complaint, you further stated that you had decided that, for it to have an effect, it would need to be an amendment, but that Councillors were free to debate it as a motion.  Under what provision of the Constitution do you have this power?
Proposer: Ryan Hamilton-Bryce (12739065)
Seconder: Laura Mooney (15317072)

11.2 At the previous Statutory Meeting of this Council, before the motion on performance related pay (PRP) was tabled, you made a speech with regard to your ruling on the motion.  During this speech, you stated that the “motion would have no effect” and, due to your emphasising of certain words, you implied that it would be a waste of time to debate the motion.  As from the fact that this contradicts what you stated in your report that Councillors were free to debate the motion, this could be constituted as a speech against the motion which, as Union Speaker, you are not entitled to make, as stipulated with Rule 4 Section 9.3, before the motion was tabled.  What is your response to this?
Proposer: Ryan Hamilton-Bryce (12739065)

Seconder: Laura Mooney (15317072)
11.3 At the previous Statutory Meeting of this Council, at several times during proceedings, you stated that you had a clear vested interest in the motion being proposed at the time.  Under Rule 4 Section 9.4, the chair must be passed to the Deputy Union Speaker, the Union President or a Chairperson elected for that particular issue.  No provision exists to petition Council if they are happy for the Union Speaker to continue to chair during this time.  Why was this Rule ignored?
Proposer: Ryan Hamilton-Bryce (12739065)

Seconder: Laura Mooney (15317072)

11.4
What progress have you made to date with regard to your election manifesto promises to increase Councillors’ email inbox storage space, Special Council Meetings dedicated to analysing Executive Management Board (EMB) reports and liaising with committee chairpersons?
Proposer: Ryan Hamilton-Bryce (12739065)

Seconder: Laura Mooney (15317072)

12.
Motions
12.1
At the last Statutory Meeting of Council, the Union Speaker made an introductory speech to a motion which in itself is unprecedented.  This was not an impartial speech.  The Speaker undermined the motion stating it would be pointless if it passed anyway. This clearly contradicts Rule 4, Section 9.3 where it states “the Union Speaker shall only have a casting vote and may not take part in any deliberation of the Council”. 

The Union Speaker had a clear vested interest, as he had already mentioned several times during the night, and as became evident when he came to certain decisions of his own accord. Under Rule 4, Section 9.4 “In matters where the Union Speaker has a clear vested interest, the chair shall be passed to the Deputy Speaker (if one has been appointed), the Union President or a Chairperson specifically elected by the meeting for that particular issue.”

Rule 4, Appendix 1 – 

The term ‘Student Officer’ shall mean ‘a Sabbatical Officer or the Union Speaker’.

“A Student Officer shall not engage in behaviour which brings or may bring the name of the University into disrepute.” – By breaking the above rules in the constitution and the speakers integrity and neutrality having been brought into question by a University publication, it has brought the council, and hence the Students’ Union into disrepute.” 

It is thus that the Council brings forward this motion of no confidence in the current Union Speaker and asks that the Speaker remains impartial in the future.

This vote should also take place by secret ballot. due to the sensitive nature of the issue.  


Proposed:   
Ryan Hamilton-Bryce (12739065)
Seconded: 
Dean McSorley (15217078)
13.
Any Other Competent Business
14.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

Monday 19 April 2010 at 6.00 p.m. in The Space, Students’ Union
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