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QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend the Annual Business Meeting of the Students’ Union Council, to be held at 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday 12 May 2010 in The Space, 1st Floor, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 29 April 2010 (SUC/M/10/3).
2.
Business Arising.

3.
Communications.
4.
Bye-Elections
5.
Elections
6.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
6.1
Amend:  
Rule 7 

Insert:

1.8.4

“Notwithstanding the provisions contained within 1.8.1, any Proposer or Seconder of a tabled question may request that his / her name shall not be published.  In such circumstances, the Union Speaker shall read out the tabled question and the right to any supplementary question shall be waived.”


Proposer:
Jay Downs (13268074)


Seconder:
Adam McGibbon (13973061)

6.2
Amend:
Rule 1

Delete: 
Section 4.5


Replace with:

“Polling for any Referendum must open and close in term time on a Monday, Tuesday or Thursday.”


Proposer:
Jay Downs (13268074)


Seconder:
Adam McGibbon (13973061)
6.3
Amend:
Rule 6

Delete:
Section 1.6


Replace with:

“All forms of Casino Gaming (see 1.6.1) for money or substitutes of money are strictly forbidden within the premises of the Students’ Union.  Other forms of gaming, for money or substitutes of money, are strictly forbidden within the premises of the Students’ Union, without the prior approval of the Council.  Each application for gaming approval from the Council must be submitted on a case-by-case basis, with the date and time of each such event specified.” 


Also Insert:
“1.6.1
Casino gaming is recognised within this Constitutional Rule as referring to any (or any variation) of the following games: poker; blackjack; roulette; craps; and baccarat.”

Proposer:
Ryan Cushley
(Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences)


Seconder:
Laura Hawthorne (Vice President Community)


6.4
Amend:
Rule 8


Insert:

“17
No Club or Society may be recognised or approved by the Students’ Union if the sole purpose of the Club or Society is gaming for money, or for substitutes of money.”


Proposer:
Ryan Cushley
(Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences)


Seconder:
Laura Hawthorne (Vice President Community)

6.5
Proposed changes to Rule 4, as outlined within paper SUC/P/10/16.

Proposer:
Shane Brogan (Union President)


Seconder:
Laura Hawthorne (Vice President Community)

6.6
Proposed changes regarding conference delegations, as outlined within paper SUC/P/10/17.


Proposer:
Shane Brogan (Union President)


Seconder:
Barry Duffy (Vice President Education)

6.7
Proposed changes to the Student Officer Protocol, as outlined within paper SUC/P/10/18.

Proposer:
Shane Brogan (Union President)


Seconder:
Laura Hawthorne (Vice President Community)

6.8
Proposed changes to Rule 8, as outlined within paper SUC/P/10/19.

Proposer:
Shane Brogan (Union President)


Seconder:
Laura Hawthorne (Vice President Community)
6.9
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


Queen’s University Belfast Lingsoc


Proposer:
Gregory Fox (12489069)


Seconder:
Heather Cahoon (18039057)
6.10
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


Queen’s University Belfast Linfield Supporters Club


Proposer:
David Brooks (40004367)


Seconder:
Colin Sloan (40002433)

6.11
Amend:
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:


Queen’s University Belfast Cheerleading Club


Proposer:
Stephanie Helm (40002587)


Seconder:
Brooke Allen (40024041)

7.
Report of the Executive Management Committee and Recommendations
Report of the Union President (SUC/P/10/27) – appendices to follow
Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications (SUC/P/10/28)

Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/10/29)
Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies (SUC/P/10/30)

Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (SUC/P/10/31)


Report of the Vice President Community (SUC/P/10/32) – to follow
8.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations

There are none.

9.
Reports from University Committees

Report from the Senate (SUC/P/10/33) – to follow
10.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

11.
Questions

To the Vice President Education
11.1 What subjects have been removed from the QUB syllabus over the past five years?
Proposer: Peter Gray (13660071)
Seconder: Dean McSorley (15217078)

11.2 What subjects do you deem to be currently at risk?
Proposer: Peter Gray (13660071)

Seconder: Colin Sloan (40002433)
11.3 What has the Vice President Education done this year to save these subjects?
Proposer: Peter Gray (13660071)

Seconder: Dean McSorley (15217078)

11.4 You were due to attend a meeting of the Education and Welfare Committee at 5.00 p.m. on Wednesday 24 March 2010.  The meeting date had been in circulation for approximately three weeks but, on the day, you submitted apologies on the basis that you were away playing football in the afternoon.  Do you think that this is acceptable practice?

Proposer: Laura Hawthorne (Vice President Community)

Seconder: Ryan Cushley (40001788)

12.
Motions
12.1
This Council criticises the recent censorship with regard to ‘The Gown’ as being an attack on freedom of speech.  


Proposed:   
Colin Sloan (40002433)
Seconded: 
Peter Gray (13660071)
12.2
This Council recognises the need for new disciplinary procedures to cover the operation of clubs and societies and their members, in order to ensure that they are compliant with all necessary legislation and University and Students’ Union regulations.

This Council notes that such regulations should be incorporated into Rule 8 of the Students’ Union Constitution.
Pending the consideration of these regulations by this Council, the Management Board and the Clubs, Societies and Student Development Committee are hereby authorised to draw up and enforce an interim disciplinary procedure, which should be brought to the next Statutory Meeting of the Council.


Proposed:
Shane Brogan (Union President)

Seconded:
Paul Courtney
(Vice President Clubs and Societies)

12.3
This Council ratifies the following Environmental and Sustainability Policy:

Queen’s University Belfast Students’ Union, in common with the University, recognises that environmental and social protection is fundamental to the future health and wellbeing of those involved in this institution and the greater community.

The Students’ Union will understand the impacts of our activities on the environment at local, regional and global level, and will take action to minimise these impacts and to identify sustainable solutions to the challenges that arise.

The Students’ Union will continually strive to improve our environmental and social performance and, in particular, we will:

-
as a minimum, ensure that we comply with current and future environmental legislation and seek to go beyond what is required.

-
liaise and work with everyone who has an interest in our organisation and the environment, including our customers and suppliers, our staff, the environmental agencies and the general public.

-
identify and reduce any harmful environmental effects which arise from our activities, and we will demonstrate a continual commitment to the reduction and, where possible, prevention of pollution.

-
minimise, re-use and recycle all materials wherever practicable.

-
provide environmental awareness training for our student officers and staff, and encourage them to apply good environmental practice in the workplace.

-
discuss environmental and sustainability issues regularly at the highest decision making levels of the Students’ Union, and take authoritative action as necessary, making environmental and social factors as important in decision making as economic factors.

-
require our suppliers and customers to adopt the best possible environmental practices.

-
support University initiatives in this area, such as the Travel Plan.

The Students’ Union accepts the responsibility of demonstrating leadership in environmental protection and enhancement, and undertakes to cooperate with the University’s Estates Department and local and national environmental agencies, in order to deliver the above aims.

The Students’ Union seeks to harness and channel the enthusiasm for and interest in environmental initiatives that is continuously shown by our students and staff, and will provide appropriate information and support in order to ensure that they can fully exercise their environmental responsibility.

Proposer:
Shane Brogan (Union President)


Seconder:
Paul Courtney (VP Clubs and Societies)

12.4
This Council approves the Students’ Union Strategic Plan, as outlined within paper SUC/P/09/41.

Proposer:
Shane Brogan (Union President)

Seconder:
Gareth McGreevy (VP Campaigns and Communications)

13.
Any Other Competent Business
14.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

November 2010 (date to be confirmed)
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