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QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council, to be held at 6.00 p.m. on Monday 7 February 2011 in The Space, 1st Floor, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 14 December 2010 (SUC/M/10/8).
2.
Business Arising.

3.
Communications.
4.
Bye-Elections
5.
Elections

Nominations for the 2011 Sabbatical Elections are now open.


These nominations shall close at 5.00 p.m. on Monday 21 February 2011.

Elections shall take place, via Queen’s Online, on Tuesday 1 March 2011 and Wednesday 2 March 2011.

6.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
6.1
Amend:  
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

Queen’s University Belfast Nursing Society

Proposer:
Stefanie Moore (12730084)


Seconder:
Louise Mahon (23015071)
6.2
Amend:  
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

Queen’s University Belfast Red Cross
Proposer:
Aidan Bannon (40037308)

Seconder:
Claire McPeake (40020042)
6.3
Amend:  
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

Queen’s University Belfast Archery Club
Proposer:
David Kane (40037351)

Seconder:
Matthew Drennan (40037700)

6.4
Amend:  
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

Queen’s University Belfast Rotaract Society

Proposer:
Thomas Eisenhart (29055950)

Seconder:
Andrew Smith (40022421)

6.5
Amend:  
Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

Queen’s University Belfast Republican Congress 

/ Comhdháil Poblachtach Ollscoil Banriona


Proposer:
Adam Harkens (40028439)


Seconder:
Michael Brentnail (9707107)

7.
Report of the Executive Management Committee and Recommendations
Report of the Union President (SUC/P/11/1)
Report of the Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications 







(SUC/P/11/2)

Report of the Vice President Community (SUC/P/11/3)

Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies (SUC/P/11/4)

Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (SUC/P/11/5)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/11/6)


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/11/7)
8.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations
9.
Reports from University Committees
10.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

11.
Questions
11.1
To the Vice President Education
Within the University, how many modules do not have the entirety of their lecture notes put on Queen’s Online, the School website or a module-specific website?


Proposer:
Ryan Hamilton-Bryce (12739065)


Seconder:
Chloe Minish (40025090)

12.
Motions
12.1
This Council recognises the primary importance of International Law, with specific regard to the United Nations International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid (ICSPCA) and the 2002 Rome Statutes of the International Criminal Court.

This Council remembers the horrors of Apartheid in South Africa and notes with concern that there is currently no official Students’ Union policy regarding the crime of Apartheid. 

With regard to the promotion and protection of the rights and fundamental freedoms of all peoples, and the global, regional and national instruments created on the basis of basic human rights, this Council further recognises that, under the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights (1948), all people should live free and be legally protected against human rights abuses. 
This Council asserts that not only is it a basic human right for each human being as an individual to live free and be deserving of respect for his / her fundamental human rights, as espoused within the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it is also a basic fundamental right for human beings to be free of controlling regimes such as that of Apartheid.

This Council condemns the crime of Apartheid in all of its forms, as defined by the ICSPCA and the International Criminal Court (ICC), including:

· examples of Apartheid long since passed
· those instances of Apartheid that are currently ongoing, and
· any future acts that are, by definition, crimes of Apartheid.
This Council instructs the Executive Management Committee to publicly condemn the crime of Apartheid and, furthermore, to support those who are actively seeking to end Apartheid regimes around the world.

Proposer:
Gary Spedding (40046946)


Seconder:
Phillipa Brown (40000411)

12.2
This Council recognises the importance of having an effective, efficient and independent body to scrutinise the final appeals procedure within Queen’s University Belfast.

Furthermore, this Council believes that many students have lost faith in the board of visitors independence and are discouraged from appealing decisions because they perceive that the present system as being neither efficient or effective. Students have approached sabbatical officers requesting that the Office of the Independent Adjudicator, or an equivalent system to be introduced in Northern Ireland.

This Council recognises that Queen’s University often benchmarks their achievements, administration, student support, student education and the wider University Experience against that of their peers within the Russell Group. This Council believes that it is unreasonable for Queen’s University Belfast to be the only University in the Russell Group to have the outdated Board of Visitors appeals system and mandates the Executive Management Committee to campaign for the introduction of the Office of the Independent Adjudicator to Queen’s University Belfast.
Proposer: 
Gareth McGreevy (Union President)

Seconder:  
Nathan Anderson (Vice President Education)
12.3
This Council recognises the importance that Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (AHSS) play at Queen’s and within society. 

This Council is aware that AHSS are under particular threat due to the proposals in the Browne Report and the Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR).

This Council notes that the winding down of courses can affect the quality that students experience.

This Council rejects the proposals in both the CSR and the Browne Review with respect to funding and support for AHSS.

This Council is in favour of good quality education and courses.

This Council supports the departments that Queen’s currently offers and is against any removal of departments or schools. 

This Council mandates the Executive Management Committee to liaise with staff and students in AHSS, to develop a strategy to ensure that departments are not lost and students at Queen’s are not disadvantaged. 

Proposer: 
Nathan Anderson (Vice President Education)

Seconder: 
Gareth McGreevy (Union President)
12.4
This Union believes in the principle of free third level education for everyone.

This Union accepts that at this time, in the current economic climate – with the release of a draft budget from DEL (Department of Education and Learning) which calls for an increase in tuition fees, the current and most pertinent campaign has to prioritise maintaining the current cap on fees rather than calling for free education. 

As such, this Union believes that any group or protest which calls for free education is being unrealistic to the student body by offering something which in this current climate is unachievable. 

Campaigning against the lifting of the cap on fees is the only credible response in the face of attempts to create a marketised higher education system. The Students’ Union will therefore work via various campaign styles to ensure that the cap on the fees remains at the current level. 

The Students’ Union would rather see the cap remain at the current level for all UK students studying in Northern Ireland, rather than see the introduction of a tiered system which charges those from different regions different amounts.

Proposer: 
Jay Downs (Vice President Community)
Seconder: 
Nathan Anderson (Vice President Education)
12.5
This Union supports, in principle, all peaceful, well organised, and non violent protests against any increase in student tuition fees where the sole message of the protest is regarding fees and is not tainted with other overtly party political or sectarian messages.

This Union will actively support any protest which it believes is in the best interests of students in Northern Ireland, is accessible to all students from all backgrounds and abilities, and at which planning has taken place to ensure the safety of its students. 

This Union believes that it is through both extensive political lobbying, and large, visible and peaceful protests which will help ensure a victory for Higher Education funding in Northern Ireland. 

This Students’ Union believes that holding a limited number of well timed and large demonstrations will have a greater impact for the course of the student movement, rather than an increased number of demonstrations with diminishing numbers of students in attendance. 

This Students’ Union also believes that it is very important to appreciate the local context of Northern Ireland and not necessarily coincide marches with the rest of the UK when it is not in the best interests, or the most pertinent, for students studying in Northern Ireland.

Proposer: 
Jay Downs (Vice President Community)
Seconder: 
Fiona Kidd (Vice President Campaigns and Communications)
13.
Any Other Competent Business
14.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

Wednesday 16 March 2011 at 6.00 p.m. in The Space, Students’ Union
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