

SUC/M/08/05

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

Inaugural Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 27 November 2008 in The Space, Students’ Union.



	Present:






	Allister, Philip (AH&SS)
	Lilly, Paul (Open)

	Anderson, Nathan (AH&SS)
	MacGiollaCheara, Seamus (AH&SS)

	Baillie, Mark (Open First Year)
	McAleavey, Fergus (EMC)

	Baird, Neil (AH&SS)
	McCauley, Ashleigh (Open First Year)

	Brogan, Shane (EMC)
	McCauley, Ryan (E&PS)

	Cairns, Richard (Postgraduate)
	McCobb, Hollie (MH&LS)

	Campbell, Christopher (Postgraduate)
	McCormick, Mark (E&PS)

	Carscadden, Raymond (E&PS)
	McCormick, Patricia (MH&LS)

	Charles, Andrew (Open)
	McGibbon, Adam (Open)

	Clarke, Jonathan (AH&SS)
	McGlew, Stephen (E&PS)

	Conroy, Padraic (MH&LS)
	McGoran, John (MH&LS)

	Corina, Joe (Open)
	McGreevy, Gareth (AH&SS)

	Corridan, Damien (Postgraduate)
	McIlveen, Stephen (Postgraduate)

	Courtney, Paul (EMC)
	McKeever, Killian (E&PS)

	Crawford, Jonathan (MH&LS)
	McMahon, Martin (AH&SS)

	Digney, Ronan (AH&SS)
	McShane, Stephen (Postgraduate)

	Doherty, Conall (E&PS)
	McSorley, Dean (AH&SS)

	Downs, Jay (AH&SS)
	Meredith, David (E&PS)

	Drumm, Robert (AH&SS)
	Montgomery, Debra (AH&SS)

	Duffy, Barry (AH&SS)
	Murphy, James (EMC)

	Dunne, Stephen (AH&SS)
	Nicholl, Stephanie (E&PS)

	Finlay, Caroline (MH&LS)
	Oliver, Nathan (MH&LS)

	Gamble, Jason (MH&LS)
	Pauli, Anne (AH&SS)

	Gilmore, Sunneva (MH&LS)
	Perry, Christopher (AH&SS)

	Graham, Soha (MH&LS)
	Rafferty, Joe (Postgraduate)

	Gray, Peter (Open)
	Redpath, Alex (AH&SS)

	Greene, Karly (AH&SS)
	Reid, Richard (E&PS)

	Hamilton-Bryce, Ryan (E&PS)
	Saar, Ulla (AH&SS)

	Hawthorne, Laura (EMC)
	Savage, Donal (MH&LS)

	Heath, Conor (E&PS)
	Savage, Patrick (Postgraduate)

	Helferty, Ciarnan (EMC, in the Chair)
	Shaw, George (MH&LS)

	Hogg, Thomas (AH&SS)
	Simpson, Ashleigh (AH&SS)

	Hurst, James (E&PS)
	Simpson, Paul (AH&SS)

	Kearney, Susan (AH&SS)
	Sloan, Colin (AH&SS)

	Keatley, Libby (Open First Year)
	Sneddon, Gary (E&PS)

	Keenan, Gary (AH&SS)
	Snooke, Roxanna (Postgraduate)

	Kelly, Kevin (EMC)
	Spence, Leah (MH&LS)

	Kidd, Fiona (Open)
	Wallace, Mark (E&PS)







            Wyeth, William (Open First Year)

In Attendance:



Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Clerk)

263.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received in advance from the following members:





Anderson, Gavyn (AH&SS)




Coulter, Peter (AH&SS)




Del Casale, Antonio (Postgraduate)




Helm-Grovas, Stephanie (E&PS)




Hobson, Alexandra (Open)




Kernan, Martin (Open)





McKay, Aisling (MH&LS)





Rafferty, Steffan (Postgraduate)





Ryan-White, Georgina (Postgraduate)





Stevenson, Katie (Open)

264.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 8 MAY 2008 


It was noted that David McKeown (EMC) had been present at this meeting.

It was agreed that, taking into account the above clarification, the minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 8 May 2008 (SUC/M/08/04) should be accepted as a true and accurate record.

265.
BUSINESS ARISING

Damien Corridan (Postgraduate) stated that a number of questions that had been tabled to members of the 2007-08 Executive Management Committee remained unanswered to this day, despite a constitutional requirement for student officers to post replies on the official noticeboard.  This point was duly noted.
266.
COMMUNICATIONS
266.1
Constitutional Rule pertaining to Non-Attendance
It was noted that Rule 1, Section 3.1 of the Students' Union's Constitutional Rules states that "a Councillor shall.....be deemed to have vacated his/her seat on the Council if the Councillor fails to attend three consecutive meetings of the Council".  A number of Councillors had observed that, given the fact that an Inaugural Meeting and a Statutory Meeting were both taking place on the same evening (27 November 2008), those Councillors who were unable to attend on that evening could be technically deemed to have missed two meetings.
 
Council agreed that this Rule was not drafted in order to deal with an admittedly uncommon scenario in this seemingly unjust manner.  It was felt that the spirit and the wording of the Rule sought to apply to and deal effectively with non-attendance by a Councillor on three consecutive meeting dates.  
Council therefore agreed that those Councillors who were unable to attend tonight’s Inaugural Meeting and Statutory Meeting would be deemed to have missed only one meeting


267.
BYE-ELECTIONS


There were none.

268.
ELECTIONS

The Chair invited nominations to the following positions:

268.1
Union Speaker (1 vacancy)
Joe Corina and Stephen McIlveen were duly proposed.  This election also featured Re-Open Nominations.
Following the tallying of votes cast, Mr McIlveen was declared elected but, as he had a prior commitment in his role as Chair of Convocation, it was agreed that Jay Downs would chair the remainder of tonight’s business.

Mr Downs invited nominations to the following positions:


268.2
Education and Welfare Committee (15 vacancies)
Phil Allister, Nathan Anderson, Mark Baillie, Neil Baird, Kirsty Bell, Jonathan Clarke, Joe Corina, Ronan Digney, Barry Duffy, Paul Lilly, Seamus MacGiollaCheara, Ryan McCauley, Stephen McShane, Alex Redpath and Colin Sloan were duly proposed, and were declared elected.
268.3
Campaigns and Communications Committee (10 vacancies)
Andrew Charles, Jonathan Crawford, Jay Downs, Peter Gray, Thomas Hogg, Ashleigh McCauley, Gareth McGreevy, Debra Montgomery, Anne Pauli and William Wyeth were duly proposed, and were declared elected.
268.4
Community, Equality and Diversity Committee (14 vacancies)
Christopher Campbell, Ray Carscadden, Conall Doherty, Robert Drumm, Stephen Dunne, Sunneva Gilmore, Karly Greene, Fiona Kidd, Stephen McGlew, Stephen McShane, Anne Pauli, Alex Redpath, Donal Savage, Paul Simpson and Mark Wallace were duly proposed.
268.5
Clubs, Societies and Student Development Committee (10 vacancies)
Nathan Anderson, Neil Baird, Ronan Digney, Jay Downs, Barry Duffy, Conor Heath, Seamus MacGiollaCheara, John McGoran, Martin McMahon, Dean McSorley and Christopher Perry were duly proposed.

268.6
Students’ Union Management Board (3 vacancies)
Phil Allister, Christopher Campbell, Damien Corridan, Paul Lilly and Ulla Saar were duly proposed.

268.7
Students’ Union Environmental Committee (4 vacancies)


Jonathan Clarke, Libby Keatley, Mark McCormick and Roxanna Snooke were duly proposed, and were declared elected.

268.8
University Senate (1 vacancy)
Damien Corridan and Thomas Hogg were duly proposed.

268.9
Academic Council (1 vacancy)
Andrew Charles was duly proposed, and was declared elected.

268.10
Academic Board (4 vacancies)
Kirsty Bell, Joe Corina, Gareth McGreevy and Ulla Saar were duly proposed, and were declared elected.

(NB: The successful candidates’ names are in bold type)
269.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULES AMENDMENTS
There were none.
270.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS

It was noted that this would be presented at the November Statutory Meeting, immediately following this Inaugural Meeting.

271.
REPORTS FROM OTHER UNION COMMITTEES AND RECOMMENDATIONS.


There were none.

272.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES.

It was noted that these would be presented at the November Statutory Meeting, immediately following this Inaugural Meeting.

273.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.


There were none.

274.
QUESTIONS.


There were none.

275.
MOTIONS.


There were none.

276.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS


There was none.

277.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Mr Downs announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council shall take place immediately after this Inaugural Meeting.


DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to Students’ Union Council  
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