

SUC/M/09/03

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

Statutory Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 29 April 2009 in The Space, Students’ Union.



	Present:






	Abraham, Philip (Postgraduate)

Allister, Phil (AH&SS)

Anderson, Nathan (AH&SS)

Brogan, Shane (EMC)
Campbell, Christopher (Postgraduate)

Corina, Joe (Open, in the Chair)
	

	Corridan, Damien (Postgraduate)
	

	Courtney, Paul (EMC)
Crawford, Jonathan (MH&LS)
Del Casale, Antonio (Postgraduate)
	

	Doherty, Conall (E&PS)
	

	Downs, Jay (AH&SS)

Gray, Peter (Open)

Hamilton-Bryce, Ryan (E&PS)
	

	Hawthorne, Laura (EMC)

Helferty, Ciarnan (EMC)
	

	Hill, Fiona (AH&SS)
	

	Hogg, Thomas (AH&SS)
Kelly, Kevin (EMC)
	

	Lilly, Paul (Open)
	

	McAleavey, Fergus (EMC)
McCormick, Patricia (MH&LS)
	

	McGibbon, Adam (Open)
	

	McGreevy, Gareth (AH&SS)
	

	McKeever, Killian (E&PS)

Murphy, James (EMC)

Pauli, Anne (AH&SS)

Perry, Christopher (AH&SS) 

Ryan-White, Georgina (Postgraduate)

Saar, Ulla (AH&SS)

Snooke, Roxanna (Postgraduate)

Stevenson, Katie (Open)

Wallace, Mark (E&PS)
	

	
	

	
	


In Attendance:
Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Clerk)

Jordan Junge (Community, Equality and Diversity Committee)
341.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received from the following members:


Charles, Andrew (Open)

Clarke, Jonathan (AH&SS)

Dunne, Stephen (AH&SS)

Greene, Karly (AH&SS)

Keatley, Libby (Open First Year)
Kernan, Martin (Open)

MacGiollaCheara, Seamus (AH&SS)

McGoran, John (MH&LS)


McIlveen, Stephen (Union Speaker)

Montgomery, Debra (AH&SS)


Redpath, Alex (AH&SS)


Reid, Richard (E&PS)


Sloan, Colin (AH&SS)
342.
COUNCILLORS DEEMED TO HAVE VACATED THEIR SEATS, AND NOTICE OF RESIGNATION
The Council noted that, under Rule 1 Section 3.1 of the Students’ Union Constitutional Rules: “A Councillor shall...be deemed to have vacated his/her seat on the Council if the Councillor fails to attend three consecutive meetings of the Council.”
It was further noted that the following Councillors had not attended on 10 February 2009, 19 March 2009 and 29 April 2009 and that, accordingly, they were now deemed to have vacated their seats:

Drumm, Robert (AH&SS)

Keenan, Gary (AH&SS)

Rafferty, Joe (Postgraduate)

The Union President announced that Andrew Charles (Open) had tendered his resignation in writing to the Union Speaker.

It was noted that the above developments had reduced the Council to a membership of 79 elected representatives, with a standard quorum of 20 voting members.

343.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 19 MARCH 2009
It was agreed that the minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 19 March 2009 (SUC/M/09/02) were a true and accurate record of proceedings.
344.
BUSINESS ARISING


There was none.

345.
COMMUNICATIONS
Paul Lilly congratulated the Union President with regard to his recent election to the post of NUS/USI President for 2009-10.  Council endorsed this view.
346.
BYE-ELECTIONS


There were none.

347.
ELECTIONS


There were none.

348.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULES AMENDMENTS

There were none.

349.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following reports were considered by the Council:

Report of the Union President (no advance report tabled)
Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications (SUC/P/09/20)

Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/09/21)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/09/22)


Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies (SUC/P/09/23)

Report of the Vice President Community (SUC/P/09/24)


Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (no advance report tabled)
349.1
The Union President tabled a written report at the meeting, there were no questions and the report in question was approved.


Anne Pauli congratulated Mr Helferty for producing a written report, excluding printed diary extracts, for the first time in several meetings of the Council.

349.2
Paper SUC/P/09/20 was formally proposed.


In response to a question from Killian McKeever, the Vice President Campaigns and Communications confirmed that his report had been drafted in advance of the St Patrick’s Day disturbances in the Holylands area.


In response to a question from Paul Lilly, the Vice President confirmed that he had not been a participant in the disturbances in question.


On a point of information, the Vice President Clubs and Societies confirmed that, at the time of the disturbances, he had been in the Hatfield Bar.


There were no further questions and the Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications was approved.
349.3
Paper SUC/P/09/21 was formally proposed, there were no questions and the Report of the Vice President Education was approved.
349.4
Paper SUC/P/09/22 was formally proposed, there were no questions and the Report of the Vice President Welfare was approved.

349.5
Paper SUC/P/09/23 was formally proposed, there were no questions and the Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies was approved.

349.6
Paper SUC/P/09/24 was formally proposed, there were no questions and the Report of the Vice President Community was approved.

349.7
The Vice President Equality and Diversity apologised for the fact that he had not been able to produce a written report and he stated that he would produce a detailed annual report for the Statutory Meeting of 7 May 2009.


Mr Brogan reported that he had been consulted during the preparations for the introduction of an International and Postgraduate Centre at the site of the Seamus Heaney Library.  In response to a question from Jay Downs, Mr Brogan stated that this Centre would be the first point of contact for international students and would not act specifically as a social centre (although it would occasionally serve such a function).  Mr Downs commented that Great Britain students attending Queen’s had no such centre and the Vice President responded that the Students’ Union would be addressing this type of issue via the new strategic plan.

Ulla Saar stated that, whilst there would be a common room within the International and Postgraduate Centre, this would predominantly serve as a ‘meet and greet’ facility for international students.


The Vice President indicated that he had also been working with regard to other initiatives, including the following:

· Disability Action Campaign (including a mystery shopper scheme).

· South Asian Students’ Society Concert at St George’s Church.

· Malaysian Students’ Society Festival

· Postgraduate Students’ Association film nights.    
350.
REPORTS FROM OTHER UNION COMMITTEES AND RECOMMENDATIONS.


There were none.

Thomas Hogg reported that the Education and Welfare Committee had failed to form a quorum on two occasions.  The Chair of this Committee was asked to provide a written report to the Statutory Meeting of 7 May 2009 (the Annual Business Meeting).
Jay Downs reported that the Campaigns and Communications Committee had failed to meet during the 2008-09 academic year to date.

351.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES.


There were none.

352.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.


There were none.

353.
QUESTIONS.

353.1
To the Union President

It has come to our attention that some students have raised concerns that student welfare counselling services, on a one-to-one basis, could be axed.  Is there any development regarding this or is it just an unfounded rumour? 


Proposer : Peter Gray (13660071)


Seconder : Phil Abraham (12111058)

Mr Helferty stated that the view expressed was an unfounded rumour.  
There was no supplementary question.

353.2
Have any measures been taken to ensure that examination results in June 2009 will be released to students more promptly than was the case in January of this year, when many results were received after the published deadline? 


Proposer : Peter Gray (13660071)


Seconder : Jonathan Crawford (12997072)

Mr Helferty stated that, of the 167 modules examined in January 2009, the results for 21 of these had not been published within the agreed timeframes.  He stated that, arising from this situation, he had negotiated and received a memorandum of assurance from the Director of Academic and Student Affairs and the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Education and Students), outlining an acceptable timeframe for the publication of examination timetables and results.  Council noted that, under the terms of this memorandum, students could expect to receive details of their timetable four weeks in advance of any examination.  It was further noted that examination results would be published via QSIS, located within a different area of the Queen’s Online facility.

There was no supplementary question.

354.
MOTIONS

There were none.

355.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

355.1
History of Science
The Vice President Community reported that, further to the motion that Council had previously approved regarding the University’s plans to discontinue its History of Science (HoS) course (minute 322.9 refers), representatives of Council (Nathan Anderson, Ciarnan Helferty and Laura Hawthorne) had met with Professor Peter Bowler and Ruth Bayles.
Council noted that, as a result of new module arrangements and the retirement of key staff, it would be no longer viable for the HoS option to be offered from 2009-10 onwards.  Ms Hawthorne stated that the Students’ Union would be petitioning to have HoS reinstated as a core module within the School of Politics, International Studies and Philosophy.
355.2
Love Music Hate Racism Event
Anne Pauli reminded Council of the forthcoming ‘Love Music Hate Racism’ event on Monday 4 May 2009 in the Speakeasy Bar, Students’ Union.

355.3
Strategic Plan
Council noted that a proposed Strategic Plan for the Students’ Union will be tabled at the next Statutory Meeting on 7 May 2009 (the Annual Business Meeting).

355.4
Financial Statement for Student Officers
The Union President circulated a summary financial statement for the attention of Council.

356.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Mr Corina announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council (the Annual Business Meeting) shall take place at 6.00 p.m. on Thursday 7 May 2009 in the Club Rooms, 3rd Floor, Students’ Union.


DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to Students’ Union Council  
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