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QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES
Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council 

held on 14 December 2010 in The Space, Students’ Union

Present:
Nathan Anderson (Executive Management Committee, EMC)

Neil Anderson (School Representative)

Niall Bole (EMC)

Aisling Boylan (Medicine, Health and Life Sciences, MH&LS)

Matt Broderick (School Rep)

David Brooks (Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, AH&SS)

Richard Clements (AH&SS)

Kevin Comber (Engineering and Physical Sciences, EPS)

Cathy Corbett (EPS)

Joe Corina (Open, in the Chair)
Derek Crosby (AH&SS)
Gary Daly (EPS)

Conall Devaney (School Rep)

Marianne Doherty (Postgraduate, PG)

Jay Downs (EMC)
Damien Edgar (Open)
Leigh Egerton (PG)

Lara Ellis (AH&SS)
Rita Farrell (EPS)

Paul Fletcher (MH&LS)
Fionnuala Flynn (School Rep)

Ciaran Gallagher (AH&SS)
John Graham (AH&SS)

Lucy Griffin (AH&SS)

Ryan Hamilton-Bryce (EPS)
Mark Hassan (EPS)

Xin Hong (AH&SS)
Matthew Hunt (Open First Year)

John Hussey (PG)
Bobby Kane (EPS)

Fiona Kidd (EMC)

Heather Kitt (MH&LS)
Justyn Mackay (AH&SS)
Somhairle Mag Uidhir (EPS)
Gearoid Manley (EPS)
Paul Maybin (School Rep)

Elizabeth Rose McCavana (AH&SS)

Adam McGibbon (EMC)
Gareth McGreevy (EMC)

Killian McKeever (PG)
Ciara McPhillips (Open First Year)
James Mills (AH&SS)

Chloe Minish (AH&SS)
Jonathan Mitchell (Open)

Drew Neill (AH&SS)

Adema Nurgaliyeva (AH&SS)
Jason O’Neill (AH&SS)

John Osborn (School Rep)

Claire Parris (Open)

Catherine Potter (Open)

Samuel Price (Open First Year)

Daragh Robinson (EPS)

Jordan Rusk (EPS)

Claire Scott (School Rep)
Gary Spedding (MH&LS)

Samantha Tan (EMC)

Sarah Tilbury (EPS)

David Trew (PG)

Mark Wallace (Open)
Ruth Wilson (MH&LS)
Lynn Kaythy Win (MH&LS)

Sarah Wright (AH&SS)
In Attendance:
Dominic Doherty (Clerk of Council)

Kate Guelke
Ádhamh O’Hearcáin

514.
APOLOGIES.

Apologies were received from the following Councillors:

Carla Allen (MH&LS)

Darren Broderick (EPS)

Shane Brogan (PG)

Jonathan Clarke (Open)

Treasa Crumley (Open)

Ryan Cushley (School Rep)

Kenneth Erskine (PG)

Jordan Foy (School Rep)

Lauren Hamilton (Open)

Rachel Hanna (School Rep)

Coumilah Manjoo (School Rep)

Nuala McAdams (PG)

Owen McMeel (EPS)

Lorcan Mullen (AH&SS)

Matthew O’Connor (AH&SS)

Ryan O’Hagan (PG)

Susan Whitla (AH&SS)

515.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 25 NOVEMBER 2010
It was agreed that the minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 25 November 2010 (SUC/M/10/7) were a true and accurate record of proceedings.

516.
BUSINESS ARISING


There was none.

517.
COMMUNICATIONS

517.1
The Union President reported that he had received a communication from the University with regard to the motion proposed by Councillor Lorcan Mullen that had been passed at the last Statutory Meeting of the Council (minute 511.2 refers).  Mr McGreevy stated that the Vice-Chancellor had discussed this matter with the Chancellor.
517.2
The Union President reported that the Belfast Telegraph was launching a campaign on 15 December 2010 to retain the cap on tuition fees.
517.3
Councillors were urged to attend the QUB Strictly Dance event on 15 December 2010, in support of the Rag organisation.

517.4
Council noted the ‘All I Want For Christmas’ initiative.

517.5
Gary Spedding reported that the formal launch of the Palestine Solidarity Society was taking place on 15 December 2010 and he extended an invitation to all Councillors.

518.
BYE-ELECTIONS


There were none.

519.
ELECTIONS


There were none.

520.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULES AMENDMENTS

520.1
Proposed Recognition of New Clubs and Societies
Council was requested to amend Rule 8 in order to recognise the following proposed clubs and societies:

Queen’s University Belfast Republican Congress


/ Comhdhail Poblachtach Ollscoil Banriona

Queen’s University Belfast Rotaract Society

Queen’s University Belfast Spark Opera Society

It was noted that all of the above had provided all of the stipulated documentation, which was available for inspection upon request.

A proposal to defer consideration of the recognition of the proposed Queen’s University Belfast Republican Congress, on the grounds that a number of Councillors believed that sections 5.5 and 5.6 of its constitution were incompatible with the Students’ Union Constitution, was approved.  It was further agreed that this organisation should liaise with the Vice President Clubs and Societies and identify amendments, as appropriate, to its constitution, preferably in advance of the next Statutory Meeting.
A proposal to defer consideration of the recognition of the proposed Queen’s University Belfast Rotaract Society on the grounds that a representative was not present was approved.

Recognition of the Queen’s University Belfast Spark Opera Society was approved following appropriate discussion and some minor clarifications by the proposer of this group.
520.2
Proposed Creation of Constitutional Rule 10
The creation of a proposed Rule 10, as outlined in paper SUC/P/10/42 (proposed by Samantha Tan, seconded by Adam McGibbon) was approved by the required number and proportion of Councillors (59 in favour, none against, no abstentions).

520.3
Proposed Amendment of Constitutional Rule 6, Section 1.6

The followed was proposed:


Removal of the current Rule 6, Section 1.6, to be replaced with:

All forms of gaming, for money or substitutes for money, are strictly forbidden within the premises of the Students’ Union, with the exception of gaming for substitutes of money for charitable purposes.  Any gaming for charitable purposes within the premises of the Students' Union shall require the approval of the Executive Management Committee.

Proposer:
Jay Downs (Vice President Community)


Seconder:
Lara Ellis (40003600)
Jay Downs, proposing the motion, indicated that, under the current Constitutional arrangements, the Rag organisation was being prohibited from staging events that technically constituted gaming but were clearly not the type of activities that the original Rule had been designed to combat.

Killian McKeever, speaking on the motion, stated that the current Rule was archaic and had been introduced as a response to the gambling practices that were once a regular occurrence in the Students’ Union premises, during the 1970s and early 1980s.

The proposed amendment of Rule 6, Section 1.6 was approved by the required number and proportion of Councillors (59 in favour, none against, no abstentions).
520.4
Proposed Amendment of Constitutional Rule 8
A series of proposed changes to Rule 8, as outlined in paper SUC/P/10/43 (proposed by Niall Bole, seconded by Gareth McGreevy) was approved by the required number and proportion of Councillors (58 in favour, none against, no abstentions).

521.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following Reports were considered by the Council:

Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications (SUC/P/10/44)

Report of the Vice President Community (SUC/P/10/45)

Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies (SUC/P/10/46)

Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (SUC/P/10/47)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/10/48)

Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/10/49)


The Council noted that the Union President had not submitted a formal report within the required timeframe.

521.1
Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications 
The Vice President expressed the hope that Danny Kennedy MLA, Minister for Employment and Learning would follow the funding model that had been recently announced by the devolved Welsh Assembly.
Paper SUC/P/10/44 approved.

521.2
Report of the Vice President Community
The Vice President stated that, at a recent meeting of Partners and the Community Together (PACT), there had been a rare positive comment by its Chair, Liam Kielty, in relation to the work that the Students’ Union had been delivering to improve community relations in the Holylands area.  Mr Downs further reported that he had attended a positive meeting regarding the regeneration of this area of South Belfast.

Paper SUC/P/10/45 approved.
521.3
Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies

The Vice President highlighted the following matters:

· The recent refurbishment of the Club Rooms on Level 3 of the Students’ Union premises.

· The creation of a new Board Room in the same area.

· The work carried out in relation to the amendment of Rule 8 of the Constitution, in response to the Clubs and Societies Review that had been ratified by the Council during its 2009-10 session,


Paper SUC/P/10/46 approved.
521.4
Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity
The Vice President requested volunteers from amongst the membership of the Council to assist with an international welcome event on 27 January 2011.
Fiona Kidd praised the programme of work that had been delivered by Ms Tan during her term of office to date.


Paper SUC/P/10/47 approved.

521.5
Report of the Vice President Welfare
The Vice President highlighted the recent positive result that had been achieved in relation to the Student Support Fund, resulting in the planned release (during December 2010) of an additional sum of approximately £300k from the Department of Finance and Personnel to the Department for Employment and Learning.


Paper SUC/P/10/48 approved.
521.6
Report of the Vice President Education
The Vice President apologised for the grammatical shortcomings of his Report.
Mr Anderson highlighted the work that was being carried out in relation to the development of a Postgraduate Strategy.


Paper SUC/P/10/49 approved.

521.7
Report of the Union President
The Union President apologised for the late submission of his report (tabled as SUC/P/10/50).

In response to a question from Ryan Hamilton-Bryce, Mr McGreevy stated that copies of the agreed protocol with The Gown (Independent Newspaper) were available for consultation at the Statutory Meeting.


Paper SUC/P/10/50 approved.

522
PROTEST OF 9 DECEMBER 2010
Standing orders were suspended for a period of ten minutes to consider issues arising from the protest of 9 December 2010 in Belfast city centre.
Fiona Kidd condemned the actions of those protesters who had blocked the road adjacent to Belfast City Hall and had engaged in violence.

Council noted that there had been a failure by the organisers to complete the Parades Commission documentation that had been required in advance of this event.

Somhairle Mag Uidhir believed the proposed increase in the tuition fees cap and the cutbacks to essential services represented a much greater crime than any actions that had been taken by protesters on 9 December 2010.  He stated that the failure to complete the required Parades Commission paperwork had been a simple oversight and he added that he had been proud to have been one of the protesters who had sat down on the road.
In response to a question from James Mills regarding whether or not the student fees issue was of more importance than respect for the law of the land, Mr Mag Uidhir stated that it was “not a black and white issue”.  Mr Mills felt that the actions of the protesters on 9 December 2010 had brought students into disrepute and had damaged the impact of legitimate actions in relation to the fees issue. 
Jay Downs believed that it would be more appropriate for Council to consider a competent motion at its Statutory Meeting of 7 February 2011.  This was agreed and standing orders were reinstated.
523.
REPORTS FROM OTHER UNION COMMITTEES AND RECOMMENDATIONS.


There were none.

524.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES.


There were none.

525.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.


There were none.

526.
QUESTIONS.


There were none.

527.
MOTIONS.

527.1
Emergency Motion
This Council notes the devastating impact that the Home Office’s proposals will have on international students, by severely restricting them.  Council believes that these proposals will stop students from coming to our University, will place many in financial difficulties, and will prevent international students from enjoying the same university experience as home students. 

Council calls upon the Executive Management Committee, specifically the Vice President Education and the Vice President Equality and Diversity, to respond to the consultation, to work with bodies opposing these measures, and to lobby to effect changes with regard to these proposals.

Proposer: Nathan Anderson (Vice President Education)

Seconder: Samantha Tan (Vice President Equality and Diversity)

The Vice President Education, proposing the motion, outlined the likely impacts of the Home Office proposals, including additional restrictions on the right to work and the imposition of stricter entrance criteria for students from outside the European Union (EU).
The Union President, speaking on the motion, stated that the implementation of these proposed measures would also have a negative impact upon the University’s ability to recruit and retain high quality members of staff from outside the EU.

A proposal to proceed to the vote was agreed.  The right to a summary speech was waived by the proposer.  Following a show of voting cards, the motion was passed.
528.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

528.1
Council noted the postcards campaign that was being coordinated by the Vice President Campaigns and Communications, in relation to the campaign against the removal of the current tuition fees cap.

528.2
Cathy Corbett stated that she wished, on behalf of the Council, to express thanks to the student officers in recognition of the programme of work that they had delivered during the academic year to date.

529.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Union Speaker announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council would take place at 6.00 p.m. on Monday 7 February 2011 in The Space, 1st Floor, Students’ Union.


DOMINIC DOHERTY (Clerk to Students’ Union Council)
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