

SUC/M/11/1


SUC/M/11/1

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES
Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council 

held on 7 February 2011 in The Space, Students’ Union

Present:
Carla Allen (Medicine, Health and Life Sciences, MH&LS)

Nathan Anderson (Executive Management Committee, EMC)

Neil Anderson (School Representative)

Samantha Banford (MH&LS)

Niall Bole (EMC)

Aisling Boylan (MH&LS)

Darren Broderick (Engineering and Physical Sciences, EPS)

Shane Brogan (Postgraduate, PG)

David Brooks (Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, AH&SS)
Jonathan Clarke (Open)

Kevin Comber (EPS)

Joe Corina (Open, in the Chair)
Derek Crosby (AH&SS)
Gary Daly (EPS)

Conall Devaney (School Rep)

Marianne Doherty (PG)

Stephen Dorrian (EPS)

Jay Downs (EMC)
Josh Duddy (EPS)

Damien Edgar (Open)
Leigh Egerton (PG)

Kenneth Erskine (PG)

Paula Fitzpatrick (AH&SS)

Paul Fletcher (MH&LS)
Fionnuala Flynn (School Rep)

Jordan Foy (School Rep)

Ciaran Gallagher (AH&SS)
John Graham (AH&SS)

Lucy Griffin (AH&SS)

Ryan Hamilton-Bryce (EPS)
Rachel Hanna (School Rep)

Judith Holmes (MH&LS)

Xin Hong (AH&SS)
Aidan Hughes (Open)

John Hussey (PG)
Ranmalie Jayawardana (AH&SS)

Fiona Kidd (EMC)

Heather Kitt (MH&LS)
Ethan Loughrey (AH&SS)

Somhairle Mag Uidhir (EPS)
Gearoid Manley (EPS)
Paul Maybin (School Rep)

Nuala McAdams (PG)

Adam McGibbon (EMC)
Judith McGimpsey (PG)

Gareth McGreevy (EMC)

Killian McKeever (PG)
Ciara McPhillips (Open First Year)
Robert McTernaghan (PG)

James Mills (AH&SS)

Chloe Minish (AH&SS)
Jonathan Mitchell (Open)

Lorcan Mullen (AH&SS)

David Murphy (AH&SS)

Elizabeth Murphy (AH&SS)

Drew Neill (AH&SS)

Hannah Niblock (School Rep)

Adema Nurgaliyeva (AH&SS)
Matthew O’Connor (AH&SS)

Ryan O’Hagan (PG)

Jason O’Neill (AH&SS)

John Osborn (School Rep)

Claire Parris (Open)

Catherine Potter (Open)

Samuel Price (Open First Year)

Daragh Robinson (EPS)

Claire Scott (School Rep)
Tara Smith (Open First Year)

Gary Spedding (MH&LS)

Samantha Tan (EMC)

Sarah Tilbury (EPS)

David Trew (PG)

Mark Wallace (Open)
Susan Whitla (AH&SS)

Ruth Wilson (MH&LS)
Sarah Wright (AH&SS)
Alison Wylie (EPS)

In Attendance:
Aidan Bannon (Queen’s University Belfast Red Cross)

Dominic Doherty (Clerk of Council)
David Kane (Queen’s University Belfast Archery Club)

Claire McPeake (Queen’s University Belfast Red Cross)

Stefanie Moore (Queen’s University Belfast Nursing Society)

Ádhamh O’hÉarcáin (Queen’s University Belfast Republican Congress)
530.
APOLOGIES.

Apologies were received from the following Councillors:

Ellen Bunting (School Rep)

Marie-Claire Campbell (AH&SS)

Ryan Cushley (School Rep)

Lara Ellis (AH&SS)

Madeleine Fitzpatrick (School Rep)

Justyn Mackay (AH&SS)

Elizabeth McCavana (AH&SS)

Peter McCormack (E&PS)

Jordan Rusk (E&PS)
531.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 14 DECEMBER 2010
It was agreed that the minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 14 December 2010 (SUC/M/10/8) were a true and accurate record of proceedings.

532.
BUSINESS ARISING


There was none.

533.
COMMUNICATIONS

533.1
The Union President requested that Councillors made themselves available for interview for the Times Graduate Survey.
533.2
Councillor noted that Rag Week would be taking place during the week beginning 7 March 2011.
533.3
Councillors noted that Wellbeing Week would be taking place during the week beginning 7 February 2011.

533.4
It was noted that the updated Stuart Report into Higher Education funding was expected to be released on 8 February 2011.  The Union President urged all Councillors to contact their local media outlets in order to register their opposition to any attempt to increase the present tuition fees cap.
533.5
It was noted that a demonstration in opposition to any proposed increase of the current tuition fees cap would be taking place on 6 April 2011, featuring a march from Botanic Gardens and a protest at Belfast City Hall.  The Union President reported that the Students’ Union would be liaising with other student organisations and campus trade unions that have pledged their support to these activities.
534.
BYE-ELECTIONS

534.1
Education and Welfare Committee – Bye Election (3 vacancies)


The following nominations were received:


Councillor Samantha Banford


Councillor Claire Scott


Councillor Sarah Tilbury

The three duly nominated Councillors were declared elected to this Committee for the remainder of the current academic year.

535.
ELECTIONS

535.1
Sabbatical Elections 2011

Councillors noted the following:

· Nominations for the 2011 Sabbatical Elections were now open.

· Nominations would close at 5.00 p.m. on Monday 21 February 2011.

· The Sabbatical Elections would take place, via Queen’s Online, on Tuesday 1 March 2011 and Wednesday 2 March 2011.

536.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULES AMENDMENTS

536.1
Proposed Recognition of New Clubs and Societies
Council was requested to amend Rule 8 in order to recognise the following proposed Clubs and Societies:

Queen’s University Belfast Nursing Society
Queen’s University Belfast Red Cross

Queen’s University Belfast Archery Club

Queen’s University Belfast Rotaract Club

Queen’s University Belfast Republican Congress


/ Comhdhail Poblachtach Ollscoil Banriona

It was noted that all of the above had provided all of the stipulated documentation, which was available for inspection upon request.

Recognition of the Queen’s University Belfast Nursing Society was approved following appropriate discussion and some minor clarifications by a representative of this group.

Recognition of the Queen’s University Belfast Red Cross was approved following appropriate discussion and some minor clarifications by a representative of this group.

Recognition of the Queen’s University Belfast Archery Club was approved following appropriate discussion and some minor clarifications by a representative of this group.

A proposal to defer consideration of the recognition of the proposed Queen’s University Belfast Rotaract Society on the grounds that a representative was not present was approved.
It was noted that a proposal to defer consideration of the recognition of the proposed Queen’s University Belfast Republican Congress, on the grounds that a number of Councillors believed that sections 5.5 and 5.6 of its constitution were incompatible with the Students’ Union Constitution, had been approved at the Statutory Meeting of 14 December 2010.  Council noted that, subsequent to this Meeting, an amended constitution had been produced and circulated.
There was some debate by Council regarding whether or not membership of this political Society was actually open to all QUB students.  Council was satisfied that the Society was not prohibiting any student from membership on the basis of a personal characteristic and that the Society was entitled to set reasonable conditions of membership.  Recognition of the Queen’s University Belfast Republican Congress was approved following appropriate discussion and some clarifications by Ádhamh O’hÉarcáin in relation to a series of prior questions that had been submitted in writing.
537.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following Reports were considered by the Council:


Report of the Union President (SUC/P/11/1)

Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications (SUC/P/11/2)

Report of the Vice President Community (SUC/P/11/3)

Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies (SUC/P/11/4)

Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (SUC/P/11/5)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/11/6)

Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/11/7)


537.1
Report of the Union President

The Union President highlighted the following matters:
· An increase to date in the rate of response to the National Student Survey.
· His meeting of 7 February 2011 with the Health Trust regarding the issue of car parking charges for dentistry students based at the Royal Victoria Hospital.
· Arrangements for the forthcoming St Patrick’s Day Festival.
· The planned release of the updated Stuart Report on funding arrangements for Higher Education.
Paper SUC/P/11/1 approved.
537.2
Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications 
The Vice President highlighted the following matters:
· Arrangements for the forthcoming Wellbeing Week.
· The planned introduction of a ‘campaigns team’.

· Discussions with national trade unions regarding the fees protest.

· The imminent launch of SUTV.

In response to a question from Ryan Hamilton-Bryce, Ms Kidd stated that Annual Fund support had been received, enabling the refurbishment of the SUTV Studio; these works had resulted in a delay to the launch of the SUTV initiative.

Paper SUC/P/11/2 approved.

537.3
Report of the Vice President Community
The Vice President highlighted the following matters:
· Arrangements for St Patrick’s Week and the need for as many Councillors and student representatives as possible to volunteer to help on 17 March 2011.

· The Students’ Union would be leading on the overall coordination of ‘Volunteering at Queen’s’.

· Responses to a series of public consultations.

· The ‘community pledge’ within the ‘Vote For Students’ campaign plan.

In response to a question from David Murphy, Mr Downs stated that the ‘community pledge’ would initially be separate from the ‘fees pledge’ but these arrangements would be reviewed in the light of the level of ‘sign up’.

Sam Price raised concerns regarding the events of 2009 in the Holyland area of south Belfast.  Council expressed the hope that appropriate measures could be put in place to minimise the likelihood of a recurrence of such scenes.


Paper SUC/P/11/3 approved.
537.4
Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies

The Vice President highlighted the following matters:

· The successful Refreshers’ Bazaar that had been staged in The Space.
· The Clubs, Societies and Student Development Committee had met on 7 February 2011.

In response to a question from Jason O’Neill, Mr Bole reported that a number of Clubs and Societies had failed to provide membership details for a new database, despite several requests to do so and, in the light of this, it had regrettably been necessary to suspend the financial accounts of non-compliant groups until such time as the requested data was provided.


Paper SUC/P/11/4 approved.
537.5
Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity
The Vice President highlighted the Students’ Union’s response to a public consultation on proposed changes to immigration regulations.
Catherine Potter stated that there had been some difficulties regarding the provision of volunteers for the recent ‘international student bus runs’.  Ms Tan stated that she had offered to assist in relation to this matter but no-one from the University had contacted her.


Paper SUC/P/11/5 approved.

537.6
Report of the Vice President Welfare
The Vice President highlighted the following matters:
· The resolution of the issue regarding the Student Support Fund.

· The receipt of the additional funding that had been allocated in the light of this successful lobbying work.

In response to a question from James Mills, Mr McGibbon outlined the safeguards that were in place with regard to the ‘Cab Now, Pay Later’ initiative.


Paper SUC/P/11/6 approved.
537.7
Report of the Vice President Education
The Vice President highlighted the following matters:
· Elected student representatives in both the Students’ Union Council and the Staff Student Consultative Committees (SSCCs) were now entitled to additional email space and should contact Mr Anderson for details regarding how to access this.

· The forthcoming ‘Your Student Experience’ conference in The Space on 23 February 2011.
· Recent Progress Committee meetings.

· The Students’ Union’s work in relation to the Queen’s Online (QOL) Working Group.

· A planned Teaching Awards scheme whereby students would be proactively encouraged to highlight the good work that they had encountered in lecture theatres, laboratories and tutorial rooms.

In response to a question from David Murphy, Mr Anderson stated that those disabled students with reasonable need for web-based lecture notes would have a case for greater entitlement in terms of individual email capacity, but it should be noted that online School archives represented a more appropriate means of storing required lecture notes etc. 
In response to a further question from Mr Murphy, Councillors were asked to note that a review of examination practices was ongoing and all student representatives should submit their comments, in writing, to any sabbatical officer as soon as possible.


Paper SUC/P/11/7 approved.

538.
REPORTS FROM OTHER UNION COMMITTEES AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

Verbal reports were received from the Standing Committee and the Officer Review Group.
The Union President stated that he would ensure that written reports were provided to all Councillors as soon as possible.  It was noted that Mr McGreevy wished to introduce a new Entertainments and Services Committee.

539.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES.

Verbal reports were received in relation to recent meetings of the Senate and Academic Board.
540.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.


There were none.

541.
QUESTIONS.

The tabled question (proposed by Ryan Hamilton-Bryce and seconded by Chloe Minish) was withdrawn.

542.
MOTIONS.

542.1
This Council recognises the primary importance of International Law, with specific regard to the United Nations International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid (ICSPCA) and the 2002 Rome Statutes of the International Criminal Court.

This Council remembers the horrors of Apartheid in South Africa and notes with concern that there is currently no official Students’ Union policy regarding the crime of Apartheid. 

With regard to the promotion and protection of the rights and fundamental freedoms of all peoples, and the global, regional and national instruments created on the basis of basic human rights, this Council further recognises that, under the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights (1948), all people should live free and be legally protected against human rights abuses. 
This Council asserts that not only is it a basic human right for each human being as an individual to live free and be deserving of respect for his / her fundamental human rights, as espoused within the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it is also a basic fundamental right for human beings to be free of controlling regimes such as that of Apartheid.

This Council condemns the crime of Apartheid in all of its forms, as defined by the ICSPCA and the International Criminal Court (ICC), including:

· examples of Apartheid long since passed
· those instances of Apartheid that are currently ongoing, and
· any future acts that are, by definition, crimes of Apartheid.
This Council instructs the Executive Management Committee to publicly condemn the crime of Apartheid and, furthermore, to support those who are actively seeking to end Apartheid regimes around the world.


Proposer:
Gary Spedding (40046946)


Seconder:
Phillipa Brown (40000411)
Gary Spedding, moving the motion, stated that it was important for Councillors, as global citizens, to have an official position with regard to the issue of Apartheid.  He stressed that this motion did not trivialise past examples of Apartheid, including South Africa.
Heather Kitt, opposing the motion, stated that the 1998 Human Rights Act had already outlawed Apartheid and she did not see the point of passing a motion against something that was already illegal.  Ms Kitt further stated that she did not envisage the Council bringing forward motions in opposition to murder, arson and stalking.

Ryan Hamilton-Bryce, speaking on the motion, stated that the Council should bear in mind the relevance of the motion, as well as the scope of the powers within it.
Phillipa Brown, seconding the motion, stated that there was nothing within the Students’ Union Constitution that prohibited the Council from passing ‘non student’ motions.  She outlined a number of past examples where the Council had debated motions and issues that did not have direct ‘student relevance’ and she further stated that the Union should be showing leadership by having a public and unambiguous policy in opposition to Apartheid.  Ms Brown stated that the promotion of human rights affected everyone and she pointed out that there were a number of non-local Queen’s students who had direct experience of Apartheid regimes.

On a point of information, Nathan Anderson pointed out that we all live in an environment that contains instances of racism and sectarianism.
A proposal to move to the vote was agreed.

Gary Spedding, summarising in support, stated that we live in a world where Apartheid regimes were still in place and he pointed out that the powers of the 1998 Human Rights Act did not extend around the planet.


Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly carried.

542.2
This Council recognises the importance of having an effective, efficient and independent body to scrutinise the final appeals procedure within Queen’s University Belfast.

Furthermore, this Council believes that many students have lost faith in the board of visitors independence and are discouraged from appealing decisions because they perceive that the present system as being neither efficient nor effective. Students have approached sabbatical officers requesting that the Office of the Independent Adjudicator, or an equivalent system to be introduced in Northern Ireland.

This Council recognises that Queen’s University often benchmarks their achievements, administration, student support, student education and the wider University Experience against that of their peers within the Russell Group. This Council believes that it is unreasonable for Queen’s University Belfast to be the only University in the Russell Group to have the outdated Board of Visitors appeals system and mandates the Executive Management Committee to campaign for the introduction of the Office of the Independent Adjudicator to Queen’s University Belfast.
Proposer: 
Gareth McGreevy (Union President)

Seconder:  
Nathan Anderson (Vice President Education)
Gareth McGreevy, moving the motion, stated that the University’s procedures were outdated and archaic.  He stated that Queen’s was the only Russell Group institution with a Board of Visitors system and that such arrangements resulted in greater unfairness than the mechanisms of the Office of the Independent Adjudicator.  He further stated that this matter was currently being considered by the Office of the First Minister and the Deputy First Minister, but the University had displayed reluctance to reform.  It was Mr McGreevy’s view that, if the University had nothing to fear from such reform, it should wholehearted express its support.

In response to a question from Ryan Hamilton-Bryce, it was noted that the University of Ulster had the same visitorial system in place.


A proposal to move to the vote was agreed and the proposer of the motion waived the right to summarise.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly carried.
542.3
This Council recognises the importance that Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (AHSS) play at Queen’s and within society. 

This Council is aware that AHSS are under particular threat due to the proposals in the Browne Report and the Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR).

This Council notes that the winding down of courses can affect the quality that students experience.

This Council rejects the proposals in both the CSR and the Browne Review with respect to funding and support for AHSS.

This Council is in favour of good quality education and courses.

This Council supports the departments that Queen’s currently offers and is against any removal of departments or schools. 

This Council mandates the Executive Management Committee to liaise with staff and students in AHSS, to develop a strategy to ensure that departments are not lost and students at Queen’s are not disadvantaged. 

Proposer: 
Nathan Anderson (Vice President Education)

Seconder: 
Gareth McGreevy (Union President)

Nathan Anderson, moving the motion, stated that the Comprehensive Spending Review had the potential to decimate a number of Schools within the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences.

A proposal to move to the vote was agreed and the proposer of the motion waived the right to summarise.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was unanimously carried.
542.4
This Union believes in the principle of free third level education for everyone.

This Union accepts that at this time, in the current economic climate – with the release of a draft budget from DEL (Department of Education and Learning) which calls for an increase in tuition fees, the current and most pertinent campaign has to prioritise maintaining the current cap on fees rather than calling for free education. 

As such, this Union believes that any group or protest which calls for free education is being unrealistic to the student body by offering something which in this current climate is unachievable. 

Campaigning against the lifting of the cap on fees is the only credible response in the face of attempts to create a marketised higher education system. The Students’ Union will therefore work via various campaign styles to ensure that the cap on the fees remains at the current level. 

The Students’ Union would rather see the cap remain at the current level for all UK students studying in Northern Ireland, rather than see the introduction of a tiered system which charges those from different regions different amounts.

Proposer: 
Jay Downs (Vice President Community)
Seconder: 
Nathan Anderson (Vice President Education)

Jay Downs formally moved the motion.
Somhairle Mag Uidhir, opposing the motion, stated that, whilst he broadly agreed with the opening line of the motion, he felt that the words ‘the principle of’ should be removed.  He believed that talk of ‘the current economic climate’ was a fallacy, pointing out that estimated tax evasion figures of £123 billion exceeded the total cuts package of £80 billion.  He also felt that the abolition of the Trident programme would address budgetary shortfalls.
Mr Mag Uidhir was opposed to the Union compromising by campaigning for retention of the fees cap and he stated that the present fee level was already a disincentive to potential students.  He felt that the Union was aiming too low and should instead commit itself wholeheartedly to a campaign to abolish fees.  He believed that the students’ union movement would not compromise with regard to its support for campaigns to end world poverty.

Fiona Kidd, speaking on the motion, stated that people were rightly passionate about the fees issue and it was important that the Students’ Union had a considered position.  She informed Councillors that, prior to casting their votes, they should ensure that they were representing the views held by their constituents rather than their individual convictions on the issue.
Nathan Anderson, supporting the motion, stated that the Students’ Union needed to think strategically in relation to this issue.  He further stated that, whilst he had much sympathy with the views expressed by Councillor Mag Uidhir, that particular analysis was nonetheless certain to fail strategically.


A proposal to move to the vote was agreed.
Jay Downs, summarising in support, stated that he personally agreed with the previous comments regarding tax evasion and Trident; however, a much different context existed in relation to this motion.  Mr Downs emphasised that ‘keep the cap’ was not simply a negotiating position.


Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly carried.
542.5
This Union supports, in principle, all peaceful, well organised, and non violent protests against any increase in student tuition fees where the sole message of the protest is regarding fees and is not tainted with other overtly party political or sectarian messages.

This Union will actively support any protest which it believes is in the best interests of students in Northern Ireland, is accessible to all students from all backgrounds and abilities, and at which planning has taken place to ensure the safety of its students. 

This Union believes that it is through both extensive political lobbying, and large, visible and peaceful protests which will help ensure a victory for Higher Education funding in Northern Ireland. 

This Students’ Union believes that holding a limited number of well timed and large demonstrations will have a greater impact for the course of the student movement, rather than an increased number of demonstrations with diminishing numbers of students in attendance. 

This Students’ Union also believes that it is very important to appreciate the local context of Northern Ireland and not necessarily coincide marches with the rest of the UK when it is not in the best interests, or the most pertinent, for students studying in Northern Ireland.

Proposer: 
Jay Downs (Vice President Community)
Seconder: 
Fiona Kidd (Vice President Campaigns and Communications)
Jay Downs, moving the motion, emphasised the importance of keeping the pressure on local politicians and responding strongly to the recommendations within the updated version of the Stuart Report.
A proposed amendment to the motion by John Hussey (seconded by Mark Wallace) was debated but was not accepted.
Somhairle Mag Uidhir, opposing the motion, stated that the issue of cuts had to be tackled every bit as strongly as the issue of tuition fee levels.  He believed that it was possible and acceptable for protesters to show their anger at the action of governments without resorting to violence and he stated that past street protests had led to many victories as a result of public outrage.  Mr Mag Uidhir stated that Danny Kennedy was a weak minister who could be subjected to further pressure and he emphasised that the politics of compromise should not be the default position of the Students’ Union.

The proposer of the motion agreed an amendment to remove the word ‘sole’ from the motion.

Council agreed that standing orders be suspended for a period of three minutes in order to enable Councillor Somhairle Mag Uidhir to answer the question ‘what did the FEE protest achieve?’  In response to this, Mr Mag Uidhir made the following points:
· That the subsequent media coverage had ‘not been great’.

· That this was not just a minority protest by a small number of protesters.
· That sitting on a road is not ‘violence’.

· That FEE in general and Gerry Carroll in particular were not acting in a violent manner.

· That the protest had clearly heightened awareness of the issue.

· That it cannot be denied that FEE is a visible organisation.

· That, whilst FEE could not be said to be on a par with groups such as the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Movement, such organisations had participated in street protests that had been the subject of opprobrium at the time.

· That FEE was a valid organisation that reflected the true views and feelings of many students and others.

Standing orders were reinstated at this point.

Fiona Kidd, seconding the motion, stated that the Students’ Union had adopted a strategic approach in relation to the fees campaign and it should be noted that the FEE organisation had not organised Parades Committee permission, risk assessment documentation or adequate stewarding for its protest.
Somhairle Mag Uidhir, on a point of information, stated that he had been acting as a steward at the event.

Ms Kidd stated that, because of the reasons stated, the Students’ Union could not support the FEE activity on the grounds of health, safety and the probable illegality of the event.  She stated that the winning and losing of the hearts and minds of the general public would determine the outcome of such campaigns; it was therefore essential for the Union to retain its reputation and credibility as a responsible democratic vehicle for the student viewpoint.

A proposal to move to the vote was agreed.

Jay Downs, summarising in support, emphasised that this was not an anti FEE QUB motion but was instead about uniting the student membership behind one key strategy.  He stated that a disunited student movement could not deliver effective outcomes for student members.

Following a show of voting cards, the motion was clearly carried.
543.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS


There was none.

544.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Union Speaker announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council would take place at 6.00 p.m. on Wednesday 16 March 2011 in The Space, 1st Floor, Students’ Union.


DOMINIC DOHERTY 
Clerk to Students’ Union Council
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