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Students’ Union

25 March 2011


To:
All Students
Please attend a UNION GENERAL MEETING to be held on Wednesday 30 March 2011 at 1.15 pm in the Mandela Hall, Students’ Union.  

Yours sincerely

Dominic Doherty
Deputy General Manager (Membership and Democratic Services)
AGENDA
1.
Apologies
2.
Minutes of Previous Meeting
UGM/M/10/1
3.
Business Arising 
None
4.
Communications
5.
Notice of Bye-Elections
None 

6.
Elections
None
7.
Constitutional and Rule Amendments
7.1
Insert:



Constitutional Rule 10, as outlined in paper UGM/P/11/1

Proposer – Samantha Tan (Vice President Equality and Diversity)


Seconder – Adam McGibbon (Vice President Welfare)

7.2
Replace: 
Constitutional Rule 6, Section 1.6 with the following:
All forms of gaming, for money or substitutes for money, are strictly forbidden within the premises of the Students’ Union, with the exception of gaming for substitutes of money for charitable purposes.  Any gaming for charitable purposes within the premises of the Students' Union shall require the approval of the Executive Management Committee.

Proposer – Jay Downs (Vice President Community)


Seconder – Lara Ellis (40003600)
7.3     Proposed changes to Rule 8, as outlined within paper UGM/P/11/2 


Proposer – Niall Bole (Vice President Clubs and Societies)


Seconder – Gareth McGreevy (Union President)
7.4
Amendment to Constitutional Rule 1

Amend 4.4 to read:
“The Referendum must begin within 12 clear days from the receipt of the Referendum Petition, but no earlier than 8 clear days from the receipt of the Referendum Petition, and can last no longer than 10 working days (excluding Saturday and Sunday).”


Proposer – Jay Downs (Vice President Community)


Seconder – Adam McGibbon (Vice President Welfare)
7.5
Amendment to Constitutional Rule 7


Amend 1.8.3 to read:
“A question must be professionally relevant to the Students’ Union, and shall be addressed to an Officer of the Union, a member of the Executive Management Committee or the Chairperson or any Secretary of any Committee of the Council.”


Proposer – Jay Downs (Vice President Community)


Seconder – Adam McGibbon (Vice President Welfare)
7.6
Amendment to Constitutional Rule 7


Insert 1.8.4:
“Notwithstanding the provisions contained within 1.8.1, any Proposer and / or Seconder of a tabled question may request that his / her name shall not be published.  In such circumstances, the Union Speaker shall read out the tabled question and the right to any supplementary question shall be waived.

In such an instance, the question must first be ‘put’ to Council.  Any student may object to the question and shall be given three minutes to speak against the question being asked.  Any student can speak in favour of the question being asked and shall be given three minutes to speak.  There can only be one speech objecting and one in favour.  The question will be ‘put’ if this is passed by a simple majority of a quorate Council Meeting.”


Proposer – Jay Downs (Vice President Community)


Seconder – Adam McGibbon (Vice President Welfare)
7.7   Amendments to Constitutional Rule 4 Appendix 1 (Student Officer Protocol)

Approve amendments, as outlined in paper UGM/P/11/3

Proposer – Jay Downs (Vice President Community)


Seconder – Adam McGibbon (Vice President Welfare)
8.
Motions

8.1
This Union notes the October 2010 demonstration against the rise in tuition fees organised by this Union, and the subsequent demonstrations that have been organised against cuts to our education system and increased tuition fees for students.

This Union recognises the damage that is being dealt to our education system through a series of callous and ill-thought-out cuts.  We stand united with our colleagues in the trade union movement, and alongside the vast majority of ordinary people in Northern Ireland, to oppose these cuts.  We call upon every voter to use the upcoming Local Assembly elections as an opportunity to put the preservation of our education system at the top of the agenda, and we urge students to make their voices heard peacefully at every available opportunity.

Furthermore, this Union calls upon all of its members to attend the national march against fees and cuts on Wednesday 6 April 2011 at 1.00 p.m. starting in Botanic Gardens, in order to demonstrate to Westminster, Stormont and the media that we will not accept a rise in tuition fees or cuts to our education system, and that we will not stand by while the government attempts to deny future generations of students their right to an affordable education.

Proposer – Fiona Kidd (17065062, Vice President Campaigns and Communications)


Seconder – Adam McGibbon (13973061, Vice President Welfare)

8.2
This Union notes:
That the current government is using the financial crisis as an excuse to launch an unprecedented ideological attack on public services, jobs, and the welfare state as a whole.  One area under attack is Higher Education, now facing threats of increased fees, cuts to funding, etc.  Lecturers and students alike will be hurt by these reactionary ‘reforms’ of higher education.  Queen's University Vice-Chancellor Peter Gregson, who received a free education, would still be able to afford to pay fees of £9,000 a year; however, the majority of ordinary people are not so lucky.

This Union believes:
1. We are opposed to all cuts in public funding to universities, whether they come from Stormont or Westminster.
2. Fees should be abolished.
3. If the government prosecutes tax avoidance and evasion, and holds bankers accountable, there will be plenty of money to deliver Higher Education and public services.
4. We are opposed to all cuts in public services, and we reject divisive politics.
5. Therefore, all of those who are struggling for their rights (university students, school students, workers and pensioners) must unite in opposition to the destruction of our public services.
This Union resolves:
1. To advocate the right to a free education.
2. To support industrial action by any public sector workers to defend public services, and stand with university staff to defend Higher Education.
3. To support all forms of peaceful protest (up to and including civil disobedience).
4. 
To build a fighting, democratic campaign, as a matter of urgency, that will not renege until it succeeds.


Proposer – Sadie Fulton (13506072)


Seconder – Sarah Wright (40002922)
9.
Date of Next Meeting



To be confirmed.

