

SUC/A/07/7

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
To:  Members of the Students’ Union Council

Dear Councillor,

Please attend a Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council to be held on Wednesday 5 December 2007 at 6.15 p.m. in the Club Rooms, 3rd Floor, Students’ Union.

Yours sincerely,

DOMINIC DOHERTY

Clerk to the Students’ Union Council

AGENDA
1.
Minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 26 November 2007 (SUC/M/07/6).
2.
Business Arising.
3.
Communications.
4.
Bye-Elections
5.
Elections
6.
Constitutional Amendments / Rule Amendments
6.1
Amend:  Paragraph 820 as follows, to include:

1. QUB Greens
Proposer:
Adam McGibbon (13973061)
Seconder:
Steffan Rafferty (Vice President Clubs and Services)

2.
QUB Animal Welfare Society


Proposer:
Michelle Delavega (10282068)
Seconder:
Steffan Rafferty (Vice President Clubs and Services)


3.
Queen’s University Belfast Giants Supporters’ Club


Proposer:
Danielle Topping (16192042)
Seconder:
Steffan Rafferty (Vice President Clubs and Services)


4.
Queen’s Medics Uniting Every Corner (UEC)

Proposer:
Benjamin McNaull (15101045)

Seconder:
Steffan Rafferty (Vice President Clubs and Services)


5.
Queen’s Ski and Snowboarding Club


Proposer:
Peter Mallett (14308053)
Seconder:
Steffan Rafferty (Vice President Clubs and Services)


6.
Queen’s University Christian Medical Fellowship

Proposer:
Rachel McCollum (14588048)
Seconder:
Steffan Rafferty (Vice President Clubs and Services)


7.
Queen’s University Oxfam Ireland Society


Proposer:
Steffan Rafferty (Vice President Clubs and Services)


Seconder:
Sarah McCaffrey (Deputy President)

7.
Report of the Executive Management Committee and Recommendations

Report of the Union President (SUC/P/07/20)

Report of the Deputy President (SUC/P/07/21)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/07/22)


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/07/23)


Report of the Vice President Clubs and Services (SUC/P/07/24)


Report of the Student Community Action Officer (SUC/P/07/25)


Report of the Cultural Affairs Officer (SUC/P/07/26)

Report of the Mature Students’ Officer (SUC/P/07/27)
Reports have not been submitted within the requested timeframe by the following officers:


Women’s Officer

International Students’ Officer

Postgraduate Students’ Officer
8.
Reports from other Union Committees and Recommendations
9.
Reports from University Committees
10.
Constitutional Questions

There are none.

11.
Questions

To the Vice President Education
11.1 For a number of years now, law students at this University have been campaigning for greater transparency in the IPLS system of selection.  Given the work done by the previous Vice President Education in this area, what representations have you made to follow up on this work?


Proposer: Mark Dodds (12991058)


Seconder: Brian Roulston (15891054) 


To the Vice President Clubs and Services
11.2
Further to his answer to question 11.15, given to Mr Cairns at the Statutory Meeting of 26 November 2007, will the Vice President investigate and inform Council what policy was in force for the allocation of stalls at the Freshers’ Bazaar in the years 2004, 2005 and 2006, under whose authority such policies were enforced, and at what point and under whose authority these policies were changed? 


Proposer: Michael Shilliday (11592079)


Seconder: Richard Cairns (12501042)

11.3
Will the Vice President Clubs and Services investigate and list all non-affiliated (at the time) political societies who were afforded stalls at the Freshers’ Bazaar in the years 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007, and inform Council of who they were and how much they paid for this service?


Proposer: Michael Shilliday (11592079)



Seconder: Richard Cairns (12501042)

12.
Motions
12.1
This Council recognises and endorses the proposed University-Student Charter, as codifying students’ rights and responsibilities, and benefiting the student experience, as opposed to the proposed University-Student Contract of last year. 



Proposer: John Roger (Union President)



Seconder: Sarah McCaffrey (Deputy President)

12.2
This Council acknowledges that, in view of increasing public concern over environmental issues, the Students’ Union should lead by example in promoting these issues and effectively dealing with them.

Council therefore proposes that a Union Environmental Committee be established to work with students, University officials, the University’s Estates Department and the Students’ Union Executive Management Committee, in implementing (among other ideas) the environmental proposals outlined in the 2007-08 Plan of Work, and that elections be held at some time in the near future for positions on this committee.



Proposer:  Adam McGibbon (13973061)



Seconder:  Petrina Doyle (15511006) 

12.3
This Council recognises that students’ untitled essays may need to be copied in order to be sent to an external moderator.  However, this Council believes that it is unacceptable that a University department should ask a student to pay for a second copy of their work, just in case their essay may need to be externally moderated.
This Council believes that it would be fairer for those individual essays being sent to a moderator to be copied by the department as required.  This would save students money on printer credits and would also prevent hundred of sheets of paper from being wasted.
This Council demands that all departments fall in line with those that can manage with only one copy, in order to save students money and to save the environment’s trees.


Proposer: Joe Corina (12942073)



Seconder: Eddie McCaffrey (16818075)

12.4
This Council recognises that preventing sexual attacks on campus is the responsibility of every student, the Executive Management Committee and the University.  Any sexual attack is a despicable and inexcusable action.  

Council believes that particular responsibility lies with the Women’s Officer in leading campaigns to prevent the sexual abuse of women and to counsel students who have experienced such distress.

Council proposes that the Women’s Officer, and the Executive Management Committee as a whole, support the production of a student information package on sexual abuse and harassment, in order to deal with this most important of issues.

Council also strongly urges that the Women’s Officer publicly supports and is at the forefront of future campaigns to stop sexual violence against female students.



Proposer: John McGoran (14830051)



Seconder: Ulla Saar (14926067)
12.5
This Council notes the proposed review of all elected positions in the Students’ Union over the coming months and agrees that the need for such a review is well overdue.
This Council decides that such a review will commence no later than February 2008 and that the recommendations of such a review will, subject to University approval, be implemented at the earliest possible opportunity, and hopefully in time for the sabbatical and non-sabbatical elections of 2008.

This Council further decides that the membership of the review group will be as follows:



Six members of the Students’ Union Council



Current elected student officers of the Students’ Union



General Manager & Deputy General Managers of the Students’ Union

Council recommends that the six members of Council be elected at the end of business at tonight’s Statutory Meeting of Council.

Council further recommends that the review group will report its findings and recommendations to Council for consideration prior to implementation.



Proposer: Ciarnan Helferty (Vice President Welfare)



Seconder: Mark Dodds (12991058)
12.6
This Council notes that, in recent years, the sub-committees of this Council have met infrequently, if ever at all.  This Council further notes that this fact reflects a level of disrespect for the students of this Union and for the members of the respective Students’ Union Council who took the time, energy and effort to elect those committees.

This Council resolves to mandate elected members of sub-committees (through the Chair) to provide a written report, with recommendations, to each Statutory Meeting of this Council, and to provide a detailed end-of-year report to the Annual Business Meeting of the Council.

This Council further resolves that sub-committees will be required to ensure that full, proper and accurate minutes of each and every meeting convened are maintained and presented to this Council as an appendix to its written reports.

This Council decides that it will hold the Chair of a sub-committee responsible for any failure with regard to the above, and will take any action as this Council may deem appropriate, such as the consideration of a motion to censure.

This Council further decides that the failure of any sub-committee to provide the above in full (within the same timeframe that elected student officers are obliged to submit their written reports) shall be recorded in the official minutes.



Proposer: Ciarnan Helferty (Vice President Welfare)


Seconder: John Roger (Union President)

12.7
This Council recognises that, regardless of degree pathway, adequate provision must be made with regard to information about postgraduate and working world opportunities.  This Council believes that more emphasis should be placed and more provisions made for those undertaking vocational pathways.
Council requests that a career opportunities and graduate scheme fair, specific to those from non-vocational backgrounds be held both in the first-half and the second-half of the academic year.  Council acknowledges that the former will not be possible until the 2008-09 academic year.

Council recognises that, with 2,476 humanities students registered with Queen’s University in 2003-04 and 52 arts seats being held on this Council alone (not including candidates who were previously arts students or who are taking a sabbatical from their arts course) that this is a more than adequate number for this matter to be deeply considered.



Proposer:  Laura Hawthorne (13663054)



Seconder:  Peter McGovern (14837056)

12.8
This Council welcomes that Northern Ireland now has a legislative assembly in place and recognises that this gives its people direct influence over the governance of the country.

Council therefore gives the Executive Management Committee of the Students’ Union the mandate to meet with members of the Department of Employment and Learning, in order to discuss issues specific to Queen’s University students and to higher education students in general.



Proposer:  Michael Bower (12334057)



Seconder:  Stephen Martin (13745034)

12.9 This Council welcomes that the Department of Employment and Learning Committee rejected plans by the Minister for employment and Learning to increase student fees from £3,070 to £3,145 for the 2008-09 academic year.  However, Council is dismayed that the Minister still plans to push the increase in fees through the Assembly on 10 December 2007.

Council rejects any plans to add further financial burden on students and urges the Minister to reconsider his decision.



Proposer:  Michael Bower (12334057)



Seconder:  Christopher Andrews (12325074)

13.
Any Other Competent Business
14.
Date of Next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council

Monday 11 February 2008 at 6.15 p.m.
