








SUC/M/07/6

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES

Statutory Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION COUNCIL

held on 26 November 2007 in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.



	Present:






	Allister, Philip (Open)
	Kearney, Susan (Arts 2)

	Anderson, Nathan (Arts 1)
	Keenan, Gary (Arts 1)

	Andrews, Christopher (Arts 1)
	Lamb, Christopher (Engineering 1)

	Boles, Sarah (Arts 2)
	Londeree, Phillip (Postgrad)

	Bower, Michael (Engineering 3)
	MacGiollaCheara, Seamas (Arts 2)

	Brogan, Shane (Arts 3)
	Martin, Benedict (Open)

	Byrne, Michelle (Arts 2)
	Martin, Stephen (Postgrad)

	Cairns, Richard (Postgrad)
	McCaffrey, Edward (Engineering 1)

	Carscadden, Ray (Engineering 2)
	McCaffrey, Sarah (EMC)

	Carson, Scott (Open First)
	McCann, Darran (Postgrad)

	Charles, Andrew (Postgrad)
	McGoran, John (Medicine 3)

	Clerkin, Conor (Arts 2)
	McGovern, Peter (Medicine 3)

	Corina, Joseph (Arts 1)
	McKeever, Killian (Engineering 3)

	Corridan, Damien (Postgrad)
	McKenna, Gemma (Arts 1)

	Crawford, Jonathan (Medicine 1)
	McKeown, David (EMC)

	Deb, Anurag (Medicine 1)
	McLister, Kathryn (Arts 3)

	Dodds, Mark (Arts 3)
	McMenamin, Aaron (Medicine 2)

	Donaghy, Katy (Medicine 3)
	McMillen, Katherine (Medicine 4)

	Dunne, Stephen (Arts 1)
	McNeill, Daryl (Medicine 2)

	Esan, Ayomide (Medicine 3)
	McShane, Cathal (Engineering 1)

	Ford, Helen (Medicine 3)
	McShane, Colin (Arts 3)

	Gartland, Neal (Arts 2)
	McShane, Stephen (Postgrad)

	Geddis, Frank (Postgrad)
	McSorley, Dean (Arts 1)

	Gilmore, Sunneva (Medicine 1)
	Meredith, David (Engineering 1)

	Gordon, Andrew (Engineering 3)
	Millar, Dominic (Engineering 2)

	Goss, Stephen (Open)
	Milligan, Rhonda (Postgrad)

	Gow, Ian (Arts 3)
	Mimnagh, Aidan (Open)

	Graham, David (Open First)
	Morrison, Suzanne (Arts 3)

	Hamilton, Ashleigh (Medicine 3)
	Murphy, James (Open)

	Hanna, Edward (Postgrad)
	O'Boyle, Daniel (Arts 2)

	Harkin, Michal (EMC)
	Ovens, Mark (Arts 1)

	Hawthorne, Laura (Arts 3)
	Parke, Kevin (Arts 2)

	Helferty, Ciarnan (EMC)
	Pauli, Anne (Arts 2)

	Hendry, Daniel (Open First)
	Quigley, Mura (Postgrad)

	Hobson, Alexandra (EMC)
	Rafferty, Joe (Arts 3)

	Hogg, Thomas (Arts 2)
	Rafferty, Steffan (EMC)

	Hughes, Conall (Postgrad)
	Riley, Joel (Medicine 2)

	Hunter, Adam (Medicine 1)
	Robinson, Gavin (Postgrad)

	
	

	Roger, John (EMC)
	

	Rogers, Neill (Arts 2)
	

	Ryan-White, Georgina (Arts 3)
	

	Saar, Ulla (Arts 2)
	

	Savage, Donal (Medicine 2)
	

	Scott, Mark (Open)
	

	Shaw, George (Medicine 1)
	

	Shilliday, Michael (Postgrad)
	

	Simpson, Sharon (EMC)
	

	Southwood, Ronny (Arts 2)
	

	Williams, Jonathan (Arts 2)

	Wright, Richard (Open)


In Attendance:

Dominic Doherty (Deputy General Manager, as Clerk)




Barney Hughes (General Manager)
172.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received in advance from the following members:





Abraham, Philip (Arts 3)




Bell, Kirsty (Arts 1)




Coulter, Peter (Arts 1)





Doyle, Petrina (Postgrad)





Dunn, Jennifer (EMC)





Hargey, Aine (Open)





Lagan, Caroline (EMC)





McGibbon, Adam (Arts 2)





O’Kane, Niall (Medicine 4)





Reid, Richard (Engineering 3)





Rice, Briege (Arts 2)





Wright, Andrew (Engineering 1)

173.
MINUTES OF THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF 8 NOVEMBER 2007 

Michael Shilliday stated that, not only did he have concerns regarding the Union Speaker being a voting member of the Executive Management Committee (minute 163 refers), it was his view that this postholder should not be a member of the Committee.

Sarah McCaffrey (Deputy President) noted that a number of student journalists from the Students’ Union Magazine and The Gown had been in attendance at the Inaugural Meeting of 8 November 2007.

Having noted the above comments, it was agreed that the minutes of the Inaugural Meeting of 8 November 2007 be accepted as a true and accurate record.

174.
BUSINESS ARISING


There was none.

175.
COMMUNICATIONS
Council noted that the Students’ Union’s Political Awareness Week would be taking place during the week commencing Monday 3 December 2007.  It was further noted that full details of the events that were taking place are available on the Students’ Union website.
176.
BYE-ELECTIONS


There were none.

177.
ELECTIONS


John Roger (Union President) invited nominations for the following position:

177.1 Election to the post of Union Speaker (1 vacancy)
Phillip Londeree was duly proposed.  This election also featured Re-Open Nominations (RON).  Following the casting of votes, the result of this election was:

Phillip Londeree

66 votes

RON



21 votes

Spoilt Votes


  0 votes

Total Valid Poll

87 votes

Quota



44 votes

Mr Londeree was declared elected and took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.  He graciously thanked Council and emphasised that he bore no ill will towards RON.
178.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULE AMENDMENTS


178.1
Amendments to the Constitutional Rules
The Union President tabled a proposal to adopt a set of Rule Amendments (SUC/P/07/11) in order to enable the Students’ Union Constitution that was approved by the University Senate on 19 June 2007.  It was noted that Council had, at the Inaugural Meeting of 8 November 2007, approved an earlier set of Rule Amendments (SUC/P/07/10).
Mr Roger stated that these proposals were being brought forward in order to address inconsistencies within the document considered at the Inaugural Meeting and, in addition, to address some concerns that had been raised by Councillors at that time.  He further stated that the key changes proposed included:

(i) amendment of Rule 1 in order to clarify procedures for Union General Meetings;
(ii)
amendment of Rule 9 in order to stipulate 2007 as the base year for future financial subvention payments by the University to the Students’ Union;
(iii)
amendment of Rule 2 in order to specify the minimum number of seats in Council constituencies;

(iv)
amendment of Rule 3 in order to stipulate that the Students’ Union website be henceforth categorised as an official noticeboard;

(v) amendment of Rule 4 to clarify that the General Manager and Deputy General Managers of the Students’ Union would be full members of the Executive Management Committee, but would not be present for items of reserved student officer business;
(vi) further amendment of Rule 4 to stipulate that the Postgraduate Students’ Officer must be a postgraduate student during his/her term of office;
(vii) further amendment of Rule 4 to remove the voting rights of the Union Speaker at meetings of the Executive Management Committee;
(viii) further amendment of Rule 4 to stipulate that a failure by a student member of the Executive Management Committee to attend three consecutive meetings of that Committee would normally be deemed as a de facto resignation from his/her post.
Damien Corridan was supportive of the stipulation of 2007 as a funding base year.  He questioned the appropriateness of having policies lapse after one year, as opposed to the original suggestion that a five-year period be employed.
In response to a question from Andrew Charles, Council noted that an undergraduate student could stand for the position of Postgraduate Students’ Officer, as long as he/she would be a postgraduate student during any subsequent term of office.

Michael Shilliday offered his congratulations to the newly-elected Union Speaker.  He praised the inclusion of the Students’ Union website as an official noticeboard, but expressed the view that the Union President should never chair Council.  He called for greater Senate oversight of Council affairs, and, furthermore, he felt that Senate (rather than the General Manager of the Students’ Union) should appoint the Returning Officer for elections and determine the size of the Council.
Edward Hanna asked whether an undergraduate student, whose course of study ended whilst he/she was a non-sabbatical student officer, would be allowed to complete his/her term of elected office.  It was agreed that the Clerk would seek clarification from the Director of Academic and Student Affairs.
Anne Pauli called for a definition of an ‘international student’, given that eligibility to stand for the post of International Students’ Officer was restricted to this category of student.  Again, it was agreed that the Clerk would seek clarification from the Director of Academic and Student Affairs.

There was some debate regarding whether it would be appropriate to consider the proposed Rule Amendments in the absence of the requested clarifications.  After appropriate discussion, Council agreed to deal with the Rule Amendments before it, reserving the right to bring forward further proposed amendments at a future date if so required.
Following a proposal by Michael Shilliday that a decision on the Rule Amendments be put to the vote, this proposal was accepted and, following a subsequent vote on the substantive issue, the Rule Amendments contained within paper SUC/P/07/11 were approved.

178.2 Recognition of Queen’s University William Drennan Cumann Ógra Fhianna Fáil
Darran McCann proposed this amendment, stating that he wished to promote political pluralism.  He stated that his party was the largest all-Ireland student party political branch, and it was now appropriate for them to organise at Queen’s University Belfast in order to make a constructive contribution to the current political environment.
Rhonda Milligan questioned why political parties from foreign countries would wish to involve themselves in the affairs of Northern Ireland.  She stated that there were already more than enough student political groups on campus.
Andrew Gordon pointed out that Fhianna Fáil already has a local Northern Ireland political presence.
Damien Corridan stated that Council does not make a distinction between political societies and other groups within its Rules, with regard to whether or not a proposed society has to be a recognised local political party.
Gavin Robinson argued that Fhianna Fáil should have a proper party structure in place before seeking recognition of a student branch at Queen’s University.
The Vice President Welfare stated that the requirements of the Rules with regard to recognition of societies had been fully met on this occasion.

Michael Bower stated that Queen’s University Alliance Society welcomes political pluralism and would be supporting recognition of this society.  

Mr Bower alleged that the Democratic Unionist Association at Queen’s had previously agreed to support this application for recognition in return for support for the candidature of its member, Thomas Hogg, in the election for the University Senate.  Mr Hogg denied that this was the case, but Mr Bower insisted that he stood by his remarks.
Michael Shilliday proposed that this matter now be put, seconded by David McKeown.  This proposal was accepted and, following a subsequent vote on the substantive issue, the Rule Amendment proposed was approved.

179.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS


The following reports were tabled:


Report of the Union President (SUC/P/07/12)


Report of the Deputy President (SUC/P/07/13)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/07/14)


Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/07/15)


Report of the Vice President Clubs and Services (SUC/P/07/16)


Report of the Student Community Action Officer (SUC/P/07/17)


Report of the Postgraduate Students’ Officer (SUC/P/07/18)

Council noted that reports had not been submitted within the requested timeframe by the following student officers:


Cultural Affairs Officer


Women’s Officer

International Students’ Officer


Mature Students’ Officer
Richard Cairns called for greater consultation with Council with regard to the approval of budgetary expenditure for student officers.  Michael Shilliday echoed this viewpoint, describing Council as a large and effective focus group that wanted to contribute.

Andrew Charles sought clarification with regard to the specific proposals on tenants’ rights that had been put to the Minister for Social Development.  The Vice President Welfare stated that the aim of the campaign was to afford students in University residences the same level of protection as those students living in the private sector.
In response to a question from Damien Corridan, Council noted that the legal advice that was being offered to students on Wednesday afternoons by A G Lundy and Co. (Solicitors) incurred no fee.  It was the view of Council that this provision was most welcome.
Mr Charles asked whether additional provision could be provided for those on low income with regard to the supply of print credits.  The Vice President Education stated that the campaign focus was on the provision of adequate credits for all students, regardless of social background and/or financial situation.

Ulla Saar and Anne Pauli suggested that the provision of double-sided printing would be cost effective and environmentally friendly.  The Vice President Education stated that he would bring forward this suggestion. 
In response to a question from Frank Geddis, the Vice President Education stated that he was campaigning for the right of students to have at least one meeting per annum with their Advisor of Studies (and, if feasible, two meetings).
In response to a question from Killian McKeever, the Vice President Clubs and Services provided clarifications with regard to the procedures for clubs and societies’ grant applications.  
It was noted that the training day for the officers of clubs and societies would take place on 12 December 2007, and that grant applications would be accepted prior to 20 December 2007.
Stephen Goss called for the more equitable funding of smaller sports clubs in future.  The Vice President Clubs and Services supported Mr Goss’ call but pointed out that the allocation of such funds was made by a committee rather than by himself.  He stated that he would bring Mr Goss’ viewpoint forward.

Ulla Saar praised the organisation of the Freshers’ Bazaar event and called for more inter-society activities.  It was noted that the Students’ Union Magazine and the Enterprise and Employability Centre are facilities that should be used by clubs and societies in order to promote their activities.
Mark Dodds suggested that the physical lay-out for the Bazaar should be altered next year.  Mr Rafferty noted that the 2008 Bazaar would be the responsibility of his successor, but he/she would have the availability of the newly-refurbished Beech Room to factor in when planning the event.

Anne Pauli called for greater communication with regard to the promotion of Student Community Action events.

At the request of Damien Corridan, the Cultural Affairs Office gave a short verbal report of her activities to date, which included contribution to the Plan of Work, finance training, participation in the Freshers’ Bazaar, door-to-door awareness campaign work regarding student forums, and the organisation of a cross-cultural event to take place in February 2008.

The papers outlined above were noted by Council.
180.
REPORTS FROM OTHER UNION COMMITTEES & RECOMMENDATIONS 

There were none.
181.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES
Damien Corridan reported verbally on his attendance at Academic Council, stating that the main issues raised were:
181.1 the need for students to acquire skills in addition to their degree qualification, accreditation schemes and the launch of the University’s Degree Plus programme;

181.2 the University’s Widening Participation Policy, targeting students from non-traditional backgrounds, especially socially-deprived areas;

181.3 improving the transition from a further education (FE) background into degree programmes;

181.4 agreeing the semester dates for the next few academic years;

181.5 discussion of the need for a policy regarding allegations of misconduct against students;

181.6 announcement that an institutional audit is to be performed on the University, which the Students’ Union will have input towards.

The Union Speaker, on behalf of Council, thanked Mr Corridan for his report.

182.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS

There were none.

183.
QUESTIONS

183.1 Question 11.1
The Union President stated that membership of the national student organisations offered the Union the opportunity to participate in real collectivism, as part of a wider student movement, as well as permitting the Union to benefit from the commercial advantages offered by the National Union of Students’ Services Limited (NUSSL).  Mr Roger further stated that the Union had access to a fully-resourced regional office, including researchers and lobbyists, and the national unions played a key role in coordinating inter-college campaigns.

In his follow-up question, Mr Cairns asked about the feasibility of staging a referendum on national union membership during the current academic year.
Mr Roger stated that the feasibility of this suggestion was still being investigated.  It was noted that the Union has already paid affiliation fees for the 2007-08 academic year.  It was further noted that the Union is not currently purchasing alcohol from NUSSL.
Mr Roger stated that he had been informed by the Registrar and Chief Operating Officer that, in the event of the Union choosing to disaffiliate from the national student unions, it would be permitted to retain the monies that are currently expended on affiliation fees.

183.2 Question 11.2
The Union President stated that the requested information was contained within Appendix 1 of his officer report.

In his follow-up question, Mr Cairns suggested that Council should approve the student officers’ Plan of Work.

Mr Roger stated that, due to the large amount of business that had to be conducted, it had not been possible to formally present the Plan of Work to Council to date, but it was noted that this document is available to view on the Students’ Union website.  It was further noted that the Union President shall deliver a presentation on the Plan of Work to the December 2007 Statutory Meeting of the Council.

183.3 Question 11.3
The Union President stated that this was a despicable question that brought discredit upon the questioner.  Mr Roger stated that, as a matter of personal faith, he did not work on a Sunday.

In his follow-up question, Mr Hogg asked whether Mr Roger could have attended the event in a personal capacity.

Mr Roger stated that he had attended a Remembrance Day ceremony at his own church.

183.4 Question 11.4
The Union President condemned the unfortunate behaviour of a minority of students and stressed his commitment to continue to work proactively on this issue.
In his follow-up question, Mr Charles asked whether there were any other events planned, in addition to the SSHH campaign.

Mr Roger stated that the Students’ Union was continuing to participate in and give support to student forums and residents’ meetings, as well as planning to launch an additional flyer campaign.

183.5 Question 11.5
The Union President stated that he had sent out an all-student e-mail in order to encourage responsible behaviour amongst the student body.  He further stated that he had also addressed first-year students on this issue.

There was no follow-up question.

183.6 Question 11.6
The Union President stated that £639.80 had been expended on lollipops and £205.00 had been expended on posters.

In his follow-up question, Mr Anderson asked whether the Union President had not felt that this had simply been a pointless public relations exercise.
Mr Roger disagreed, stating that it was important to generate positive public relations on behalf of those students who were in the majority and who were conducting themselves properly within local communities.  He further stated that complaints relating to alleged student misconduct tended to be reduced when such campaigns were at their height.

183.7 Question 11.7
The Union President stated that £750.00 had been received from the University in order to support the SSHH campaign and that no further funding had been received to date.
In his follow-up question, Mr Anderson asked ‘what the deal was’ with regard to the lollipops.  Mr Rogers replied that ‘you suck them’.

183.8 Question 11.8
The Union President stated that Council, at its Statutory Meeting of December 2006, had decided to remove the minutes of the Executive Committee from the Students’ Union’s website, amidst concern that non-students could access them.
In his follow-up question, Mr Hogg asked whether these minutes could be stored within and accessed by means of the QUB Online facility.  Mr Roger stated that he would investigate this matter in advance of the February 2008 Statutory Meeting of Council.

183.9 Question 11.9
This question was withdrawn.
183.10
Question 11.10
The Union President agreed that this was a very important matter and he shared the questioner’s view that the opinion of students should be sought at the appropriate time.
In his follow-up question, Mr Dodds suggested that if it was possible to purchase alcohol from outside NUSSL, it should also be possible to source alternative purchase deals for other products currently supplied by this organisation.

Mr Roger suggested that Council needed to debate this issue at some length, and he felt that the submission of a future motion would assist this process.


183.11
Question 11.11
The Union President stated that this matter is currently being investigated by the University’s Computing Services department and, in the event of the culprit being identified, he/she shall then be subject to the full range of the University’s Conduct Regulations.

There was no follow-up question.

183.12 Question 11.12
The Deputy President stated that the level of female representation on the Council and the Executive Management Committee was poor.  Ms McCaffrey stated that she had only seen the Women’s Officer once since she was elected and she felt that the inactivity of this officer had undoubtedly contributed to the current situation.
Ms McCaffrey also believed that the posters advertising the Council elections had been extremely male-oriented, featuring gangsters and guns.

183.13 Question 11.13
The Vice President Education stated that such a display neither added to nor subtracted from a neutral working environment.

In his follow-up question, Mr Hogg asked whether such a display was ever present in the Vice President’s office.

Mr Harkin stated that, whilst it had been previously, this was no longer the case.

183.14 Question 11.14
The Vice President Education stated that the cost of printing the SSHH campaign posters had been £205.00 and he further stated that there had been no design costs, as a friend had carried out this task for the Union for no fee.
In his follow-up question, Mr Dunne asked whether the Vice President was in favour of transparency when it came to disclosing costs of this nature.  Mr Harkin stated that he was in agreement with the questioner on this matter.

183.15 Question 11.15
The Vice President Clubs and Services stated that this was an extremely important issue and he thanked the questioner for raising the matter.

Mr Rafferty stated that there was currently no formal protocol and he emphasised it was his intention to produce such a document prior to the end of his term of office.  He further stated that he had already been liaising with the Deputy General Manager and the Retail and Premises Manager with regard to this issue.

In his follow-up question, Mr Cairns asked what guidelines had been used for the 2007 Freshers’ Bazaar.

Mr Rafferty stated that, as indicated earlier, there had been no formal guidelines available for him to adhere to and he had used best judgement with regard to this event.

183.16 Question 11.16
The Vice President Clubs and Services stated that this event will take place on 12 December 2007.
There was no follow-up question.

183.17 Question 11.17
The Vice President Clubs and Services stated that he had already addressed this matter within his officer report.  Mr Rafferty stated that he was currently waiting for the University’s Computing Services department to reinstate the computing network within the Resource Centre.

There was no follow-up question.
183.18 Question 11.18
The Vice President Clubs and Services stated that, due to limited funding, he did not intend to reimburse clubs and societies.

In his follow-up question, Mr Hogg asked whether Mr Rafferty would give an undertaking to contact all clubs and societies when the Resource Centre was available again.  Mr Rafferty stated that he would be happy to comply with Mr Hogg’s request.

184.
MOTIONS

184.1 Motion 12.1
Council noted that this motion has been deferred until the December 2007 Statutory Meeting.

184.2 Motion 12.2
The Union President proposed the motion, reminding Council that the Board of Visitors was not independent from the University, unlike the Office of the Independent Adjudicator (OIA) that currently operates in Great Britain.

Council noted that, during the first year of the OIA’s activities, student complaints had risen by approximately 20%.

Following a proposal by Andrew Charles that this motion now be put, seconded by Edward Hanna, this proposal was accepted and, following a subsequent vote on the substantive motion, this was clearly carried.
184.3 Motion 12.3
Michael Shilliday proposed this motion, indicating that it was largely self-explanatory.
Michael Bower opposed the motion, questioning the need to compel a University staff member to appear before Council, when the Union President was quite capable of obtaining any required information on behalf of Council.

The Union President supported the motion, stating that he was happy to ask a member of staff to attend the next Statutory Meeting.

The motion was clearly carried.

184.4
Motion 12.4
The Vice President Welfare proposed the motion, noting that a review of all non-sabbatical posts was planned for later in the 2007-08 academic year.  Mr Helferty stated that this group of students was not currently represented by an elected officer and, given the rise in incidences of homophobic attacks, he did not feel that it was inappropriate for this group of students to receive comparable representation to other internal student groups.

Mark Dodds opposed the motion, stating that given the impending review of student posts, this motion would not actually achieve anything.  He accepted that the rights of vulnerable and under-represented groups should be respected, but felt that this should be extended to other groups, such as students with disabilities and students from different ethnic backgrounds.
Mr Dodds proposed an amendment to the motion which, following appropriate discussion, was defeated.

Following a proposal by David McKeown that this motion now be put, seconded by Damien Corridan, this proposal was accepted and, following a subsequent vote on the substantive motion, this was clearly carried.

Objections were raised by Gavin Robinson, Mark Scott and Edward Hanna that Councillors had not had a full opportunity to debate this motion in sufficient depth.  The Union Speaker stated that the proposal to put the motion immediately had been properly brought forward in accordance with the Constitutional Rules and, if Council had wished to continue the debate, it would have defeated Mr McKeown’s proposal.
184.5
Motion 12.5
Peter McGovern formally proposed this motion and called for the support of Council in relation to this important campaign.
Following a proposal by Edward Hanna that this motion now be put, seconded by Mark Dodds, this proposal was accepted and, following a subsequent vote on the substantive motion, this was clearly carried.

184.6 Motion 12.6
Andrew Charles proposed the motion, stating that he welcomed the initiatives that had been developed by the student officers with regard to this important issue.

The Union President proposed an amendment, accepted by Mr Charles, that all Councillors should lobby government with regard to overcrowding in houses of multiple occupancy (HMOs) and the continued provision of alcohol at low prices within supermarkets.

Mr Charles proposed a further amendment, accepted by Mr Roger, that the reference to HMOs should be removed and that, instead, Councillors should be called to lobby for the increased provision of appropriate student accommodation.

Following a proposal by Gavin Robinson that this amended motion now be put, seconded by George Shaw, this proposal was accepted and, following a subsequent vote on the substantive motion, this was clearly carried.
The Clerk of Council, in response to an earlier question from Gavin Robinson, provided clarification with regard to the wording of Rule 7, Section 1.9.1 – the procedure under which a proposal may be made that a motion ‘now be put’.

184.7 Motion 12.7
Mr Hogg proposed the motion, noting that Operation Banner had recently ended after thirty-eight years.  He stated that, in particular, part-time members of the Ulster Defence Regiment / Royal Irish Regiment had made a substantial sacrifice, without which Northern Ireland would have collapsed into all-out civil war.
The Union President challenged the legitimacy of this motion, given his view that it did not promote unity of spirit, a requirement stipulated within the University Statutes.  The Union Speaker chose not to rule on this challenge at this time, instead directing Mr Hogg to introduce the second paragraph of his motion.

Mark Dodds stated that Mr Hogg should be able to introduce his motion without interruption, but the Union Speaker indicated that the challenge had been legitimate.

Peter McGovern spoke against the motion, stating that it was a divisive tactic that was aimed at damaging the unity of Council.  He stated that Mr Hogg’s efforts to introduce bigotry in the place of student issues should be opposed.
Following a proposal by Peter McGovern that this motion now be put, seconded by Michael Bower, this proposal was accepted and, following a subsequent vote on the substantive motion, this was defeated.

Stephen Dunne stated that the real bigotry was being evidenced by those people who sought to prevent other Councillors from having their say on matters that are important to them.

185.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

185.1 The Postgraduate Students’ Officer stated that he was organising a meeting with Councillors from the Postgraduate constituency.
185.2 Stephen Martin expressed his gratitude to Council for electing him as a representative on the University Senate.
185.3 Gavin Robinson expressed, on behalf of Council, a vote of thanks to the Union Speaker with regard to the manner in which the meeting had been chaired.

185.4 Damien Corridan requested that the Union President compile a timetable for the sub-committees of Council.  John Roger stated that this would be completed within the next two weeks.

186.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Union Speaker announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council shall take place on Wednesday 5 December 2007 at 6.15 p.m. in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union.


DOMINIC DOHERTY


Clerk to Students’ Union Council
