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Report of the Students’ Union President

1.
Review of SSCCs

The Students’ Union has been working with student members of staff student consultative committees for the past three years to highlight areas of best practice and issues that need to be addressed in order to deliver effective student representation across the University. This work fed into the Student Written Submission to the Quality Assurance Agency audit of the University last year, which pointed to SSCCs as a key area where there were inconsistencies in the quality of the student experience from School to School.

Using the final report, and the need to address key issues such as assessment and feedback, the Students’ Union has engaged with Schools and students to review the current system and to draw up new guidelines to reform SSCCs. These have been put forward to Academic Board for consideration (AB/P/10/6), with four key proposals to be implemented for the 2010-11 academic year:

1. The development of a partnership approach between the Schools, the Students’ Union and the Academic Support Directorates, regarding the continued embedding of best practice and the provision of additional support.
2. The development of SSCCs that can facilitate more proactive engagement between staff and students, while involving students at all levels of decision making.
3. The development of improved engagement between staff and student members of SSCCs, with verifiable efforts to explain the role and impact of the SSCC to all students, thus facilitating an effective ‘feedback cycle’.
4. The enhancement of existing student representation at a University level.
2.
Cloisters
Cloisters, the canteen area at the Elmwood Avenue end of the Union building, have announced that they are ending their contract with the University. The Union is therefore in the process of reviewing the current provision to address the large number of complaints that have been received from students about the current provision, including the cost and quality of the offering. Any further feedback on the current provision or suggestions on what should replace it are more than welcome.

3.
Seven day campus

One of the key areas that was highlighted by students during the drawing up of the Students’ Union Strategic Plan 2009-12 was the need for the Union to work on delivering a seven day university experience. As part of this, the University has agreed that Schools should move to have at least 20% of classes on Fridays. The Students’ Union welcomes this commitment, and to help deliver a step-change in the attitudes of students to University life, the Union is currently working on a strategy to improve the attraction of spending weekends in Belfast. An action plan will be presented to the Supporting Student Attainment Sub-Group at the end of May and input from both staff and students is appreciated.

4.
Joint Library Campaign

The Students’ Union and the McClay Library will role out a joint campaign in the second half of this semester and around the examination period, based on the complaints that have been received over the past few months from students using the Library. This campaign aims to tackle ‘student behaviour’ in the Library, to ensure that a better environment is created. As part of this a ‘student charter’ will be drawn up which will include rules set by students, aimed at reducing litter and noise and ensuring that study spaces aren’t left empty (‘reserved’) for extended periods when they are in high demand. Any feedback from staff or students on how this campaign can be most effective or expanded is welcome.
5.
Students’ Union Evaluation Initiative (SUEI)

The Students’ Union has been confirmed as the ninth students’ union in the UK and the second in the Russell Group to receive accreditation to the national benchmark, SUEI (bronze award). The full report from the accreditation committee can be downloaded from the Students’ Union website. The Union aims to receive a silver award within two years, but to do so will require the achievement of further improvements in the areas of membership focus and delivery of services. The Union will shortly be asking students for their suggestions on how this can be achieved, but if you would like more information in the meantime, please get in touch.

6.
Students’ Union elections

As previously reported the Students’ Union elections were held on 2 and 3 March 2010. The number of students who logged on to vote for one or more of the seven sabbatical officer elections that were staged was 4,525 (or 20.4% of the eligible student electorate of 22,181). This proportion represents a record position (outstripping the prior year figure of 3,806 voters) and compares most favourably with other students’ unions of a similar scale.  Average sabbatical elections turnout at UK students’ unions in 2008-09 was reported at 13.66% by the National Union of Students.

In the election for Union President, a total of 3,961 votes were cast.  The average turnout in this election during the 2004-06 period was 1,435 and the 2010 poll represents an increase of 176% in comparison with this figure.

Two current members of Academic Board, Niall Bole and Jay Downs have been elected to the posts of Vice-President Clubs and Societies and Vice-President Community respectively. The current Vice-President Campaigns and Communications, Gareth McGreevy, is a former member of Academic Board and was elected to the post of President.

The new officers take up their posts from 1 July 2010 and further information is attached in Appendix 1.
7.
National Conferences

The Students’ Union sent delegations to the following national union conferences; key election results have also been summarised below.
Union of Students in Ireland Congress

-
President Election results:

· Linda Kelly (current USI Equality Officer) 

= 107

· Gary Redmond (current President of UCD SU) 

= 109*

· Re-open nominations (RON)



= 3

Gary Redmond elected on second count, 111 to 107.

National Union of Students (UK) Conference

· 
President Election results:

· Chirs Marks (Hull University)



= 28
· Aaron Porter (current NUS VP Higher Education)
= 444*
· Bellavia Ribeiro-Addy (current NUS Black Students' 
= 182
Officer)
· Re-open nominations (RON)



= 24
Aaron Porter elected on first count.

-
Vice-President Higher Education Election results:
· Emmanuel Akpan-Inwang (LSE and Chair of the 
= 58
Aldwych Group: students’ unions of the Russell Group)
· Usman Ali (University of Salford)



= 160*
· Mark Bergfeld (University of Essex)


= 79
· Kit Friend (University of the Arts)



= 34
· Charlie Leyland (York University)



= 158
· Michael Payne (Lancaster University)


= 26
· Re-open nominations (RON)



= 0
Usman Ali elected on fifth count, defeating Charlie Leyland 247 to 238.
NUS-USI: The Student Movement in Northern Ireland Conference

· 
President Election results:

· Liam Duggan (UU)




= 11

· Ciarnan Helferty (QUB and current NUS-USI President)= 19

· Alasdair O’Hara (UU and current NUS-USI 

= 14

Environment Officer)

· Re-open nominations (RON)



= 0
Ciarnan Helferty elected on third count, defeating Alasdair O’Hara 22 to 15.
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Students’ Union – Sabbatical Elections 2010
1.
Background
1.1
In order to attain the Students’ Union’s key performance indicator of increasing electoral turnout, it was decided in 2007 to introduce electronic online voting through the “Queen’s Online” facility.  An appropriate software package was identified, piloted and introduced; online polling is now embedded within the Union’s democratic processes.

1.2
Online voting arrangements have proved to be successful and popular with the student body.  

1.3
The traditional eight hours of voting that took place prior to 2007 have been extended to a window of 34 hours, commencing at 7.00 am on Day 1, with the polls closing at 5.00 pm on Day 2.

1.4
The 2010 sabbatical elections took place on Tuesday 2 and Wednesday 3 March 2010.

2.
Electoral Turnout
2.1
The impact of electronic online voting upon electoral turnout has exceeded expectations with 25,018 votes being cast for seven positions compared with 19,338 in 2009.  This increase of 29.4% was achieved despite a reduction in the total number of candidates standing for the 2010 sabbatical elections (16 candidates, as opposed to 20 in the prior year).

2.2
The number of students who logged on to vote for one or more of the seven sabbatical officer elections that were staged was 4,525 (or 20.4% of the eligible student electorate of 22,181).  This proportion represents a record position (outstripping the prior year figure of 3,806 voters) and compares most favourably with other students’ unions of a similar scale.  Average sabbatical elections turnout at UK students’ unions in 2008-09 was reported at 13.66% by the National Union of Students.

2.3
In the election for Union President, a total of 3,961 votes were cast.  The average turnout in this election during the 2004-06 period was 1,435 and the 2010 poll represents an increase of 176% in comparison with this figure.

2.4
A full analysis of polling figures for the 2010 elections is attached as Annex A.

3.
Sabbatical Officers for 2010-11
3.1
The victorious candidate in the election for Union President, receiving 2,037 first-preference votes, was Gareth McGreevy, a twenty-one year old Law graduate from Downpatrick, County Down.


Mr McGreevy is the current Students’ Union Vice President Campaigns and Communications, and has a keen interest in student media and the activities of the Law Society at Queen’s.

3.2
The victorious candidate in the election for Vice President Campaigns and Communications, receiving 1,973 first-preference votes, was Fiona Kidd, a twenty-two year old Social Anthropology and Social Policy student from Edinburgh.

Ms Kidd is involved with Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) and the Rag organisation at Queen’s.

3.3
The victorious candidate in the election for Vice President Education, receiving 1,757 first-preference votes, was Nathan Anderson, a twenty-one year old Philosophy student from Glenavy, County Antrim.

Mr Anderson is the current President of the Creation Society at Queen’s, and is also a keen member of a number of campus societies, including the Ulster Society, the Democratic Unionist Association, the Orange Society and the Pro-Life Society.

3.4
The victorious candidate in the election for Vice President Welfare, receiving 1,765 first-preference votes, was Adam McGibbon who is a twenty-two year old Masters student, reading Politics, from Belfast.

Mr McGibbon is a founder member of the QUB Greens (Green Party branch) and is also involved in the activities of the Politics Society and the History Society.

3.5
The victorious candidate in the election for Vice President Clubs and Societies, receiving 1,455 first-preference votes, was Niall Bole, a twenty-two year old Mechanical Engineering student from Belfast.


Mr Bole is an active member of Queen’s Dragonslayers and the Radio Club.

3.6 The victorious candidate in the election for Vice President Equality and Diversity, receiving 2,032 votes, was Samantha Tan, a twenty-one year old Medicine student from Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia.

Ms Tan is actively involved in the activities of the Christian Union and the International Friendship Association, whilst she regularly volunteers with the Christian Medical Fellowship during her spare time.

3.7
The victorious candidate in the election for Vice President Community, receiving 1,788 votes, was Jay Downs, a twenty-one year old English Literature student from London.

Mr Downs is a founder member of the Photographic Society at Queen’s and is also involved in a number of other groups at the University, including Rag, the Politics Society, the Movie Making Society, the Media Society and SIFE. 

3.8
The above students will commence their sabbatical term of office on Thursday 1 July 2010.

4.
Summary
4.1
The introduction of electronic online voting has proved to be popular with a significant number of students, more of whom are participating in the democratic process than at any other time during the history of the Students’ Union.

4.2
The availability of the Queen’s Online facility enabled students to vote from remote sites and analysis of the data produced by the electoral software indicated that students of the University voted from outside the United Kingdom and Ireland.

