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Report of the Vice-President Equality and Diversity

Hi all!

This is my last report to Council for 2010, and because of the short period of time between the last meeting and this one, you'll be glad to know that this report is a short one! 

Again, please do no hesitate to get in touch if you want more information on the contents of this report. Also, if any student would like to get involved with any of my projects or have any ideas on other things that I can work on, please let me know- I'd be very happy to meet with you!

Hope you all have a warm and happy Christmas (
Samantha Tan

Vice-President Equality and Diversity.

International Students' Forum

An Equality and Diversity forum for all international students was held on the 24th of November. The purpose of the forum was to get to know what issues international students were facing and to see what the Students' Union can do to improve the student experience. 6 students attended this, and I also got a list of issues from the members of Queen's International Students' Society (QISS). The meeting was very productive, but due to time constraints, we could not discuss as much as we would've liked. The main issues that were brought up was accommodation (especially Queen's Accommodation) and issues relating to the International and Welcome Orientation program. I have forwarded the minutes of the meeting to EMC, International Recruitment Office and International Students' Support Office so that they are aware of the problems. I will also be sitting down with the Deputy General Manager to draw up an action plan and try to get these problems fixed in time for next September. 

Postgraduate Students' Forum

I have organised for a similar session for postgraduate students to be held on the 9th of December. The summary will not be ready for the Council meeting as the deadline for council reports to be submitted is before the meeting itself.

Disability Audit

This was originally in the plan of work of my predecessor, and was also brought to my attention when it was brought up during the first meeting of the Community, Equality and Diversity Committee. I was initially in touch with Disability Action in July, expressing my interest in conducting an audit on the building, but due to the busyness of September, this was never carried out. I got into contact with Estates department of Queen's in early December, and they agreed to hire an external consultant to conduct the audit and the cost of this would be covered by their Disability Discrimination Act budget. I have had a building walkaround with Alan Beggs from Estates and an external consultant and am currently waiting on a quote from the consultant before moving forward with the audit itself.
January International Welcome and Orientation

I have been working with Helen McNeely (Head of Student Affairs) to plan the International Welcome and Orientation Program in January (26th-28th). They are expecting about 100 students, which will mostly be from Europe and North America under the Erasmus and Study Abroad programs respectively. This will be in the same format as the one in September, but on a much smaller scale. My role will include the coordinating the student volunteers, getting involved with the bus runs to the airports, and also coordinating social activities during the evening and weekends. If any councillor is interested in volunteering over the 3 days, please get in touch! Any time you can give is greatly appreciated.
Christmas Program

In my plan of work this year, one of the things I wanted to do is to establish a Christmas period program for any student that is staying in Belfast over Christmastime. I have been working together with various societies and the Community Youth Workers to come up with a (hopefully) comprehensive information sheet, which lists the events happening on and off campus over the holiday season, emergency numbers, opening times of shops, and other information that I thought would be helpful for anyone who was new to Belfast and were staying here over Christmas. 

Postgraduate Voice

I've had numerous meetings with students discussing the direction of Postgraduate Voice, our postgraduate-specific newsletter (submissions and ideas can be sent to pg.voice@qub.ac.uk). Many postgraduates have expressed interest in participating and we are hoping to have the first edition out in the new year. As this is a very new venture, we are  open to suggestions and are very keen to work towards what students want rather than follow a specific format at present. The Postgraduate Office and I have worked together to launch a logo competition, with the office contributing a £50 Amazon.com vouchers for the winner. The competition will be judged by the postgraduates themselves in the International and Postgraduate Students' Centre. 

Thanksgiving World Day

The final World Day in this semester was held from the 24th-26th November, celebrating Thanksgiving. In this celebration, there was a Thanksgiving Dinner held up at Elms, American movie screening, American football screening with food promotions, and trips to the Belfast Giants game and also the Ulster American Folk Park. 

I worked closely with the Community Youth Workers to run the World Day, and would like to thank them for their hard work and enthusiasm.

Fees Campaign Update

Since the last Council Meeting, we’ve decided to campaign harder in conjunction with Winter Graduations, which we thought was an appropriate time to target students and their families. With this, I have worked with the rest of the exec in executing the ‘Don’t Double My Debt!’ campaign, where we set up a photobooth in the style of graduation photography. These photos will then be forwarded on to all the local newspapers for greater impact.

We have also taken advantage of the festive season to launch the ‘All I Want For Christmas Is...’ campaign, where postcards can be written to the Vice- Chancellor Peter Gregson on what students want.

Other Work

· Advised 3 groups of postgraduate Management students on their projects regarding international and mature students.

· Worked together with Kerry Fee in setting up an official Friends International Society at Queen’s, so that it would be easier for them to participate in Welcome & Orientation and the room booking process.
· Postgraduate Students' Drop In Sessions (2/12) 
· Attended the Politicians Panel (24/11).

· Attended the Inclusive Neighbourhood Festival (24/11).

· Worked together with VP Education for the formation of a Postgraduate Students’ Strategy.
· Working together with VP Education and the Marketing Manager to plan a postgraduate welcome event.
· Started work on Chinese New Year World Day.

· Section on International Student e-zine.

Meetings Attended:

Helen McNeely (Head of Student Affairs)- 19/11
Bridget Carey (Recruitment Officer at the International Recruitment Office)- 30/11
Alan Beggs (Estates)- Disability Audit- 1/12
VP Education- 3/12
Kara Bailie (Head of Student Welfare at the Student Guidance Centre)- discussing the possibility of organising a mature students' event.
FEE QUB- 6/12
Equality& Diversity Video Meeting- 7/12
Aisling Harkin (Postgraduate Office)- discussing Postgraduate Students’ Strategy- 7/12
Kerry Fee (Friends International)- 7/12

Frock Off Working Group- 8/12

Student Meetings

Students’ Union Awards Planning Group

Executive Management Committee

Management Board

Community, Equality and Diversity Committee

Management Team

Officer Briefing Group

