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Report of the Vice-President Equality and Diversity


Meetings attended and outcomes/Work Complete

As Sabbatical elect:
-Attended NUS-USI Annual Conference in Ballymena.
-Completed officer training and cross over training 22-26-6-09
-Attended meetings with elected representatives at Stormount discussing issues pertinent to students. Also in attendance was Incoming sabbatical officer Barry Duffy.

As sabbatical officer:
General
-Attended data protection meeting with Barry Kelly 2-7-09
-Attended focus group on careers in the Student Guidance Centre 2-7-09
-Met with Deirdre Deery to find out about the SGC.
-Week 2: Attended School of English and School of Medicine graduation.
-Attended the George Mitchell dinner.
-Week 3-Participated in media training on 15th July with Michael Mc Millan.
-Attended two meetings with LH regarding weekend activities and started devising a report which will be presented before EMC.
             -Participated in the clubs and societies review at the request of the VPCS.
-Attended all staff meetings and agreed to work on respective areas.
-Wednesday 29th organised a visit of St. Mary’s students Union. Gave a quick presentation in relation to QUBSU and found areas of mutual co operation.
-NUS Democracy training.

Disabled
Attended meeting with Shane Brogan and Disability Services on the role of the SU in the School of History: 2-7-09.
Investigated complaints in University Sq in relation to fire alarms and deaf students.


International
· Agreed to hold a meeting with Alliance MLA Anna Lo when she returns from annual leave. A meeting could not be scheduled before as she had to cancel her meeting with me, to meet instead with the PSNI over racist attacks.
              -Met with Helen Eastham on the 16th July in relation to events for international students and international orientation. Mooted the possibility of a thanksgiving dinner for students in November perhaps in the Space.
-Met with DD in relation to SMART objectives on 16th and in relation to Internationalising Student Unions
-Met with Head of Hospitality services, representatives from the international office and Kara Bailie in relation to international orientation and the international friendship organisation.
-Updated QUBSU website.
-Helped Denise with INTO students and spoke at orientation for INTO students.
-Presented a paper to EMC in relation to the points based system and QUBSU’s response.

Women
-Set up a meeting with Mary Catherine as regards the widening participation of women.
-Looking at targets for Student Council.

Student Community/Freshers
-Continuous work on strategy for Elms.
-Met with Rod in relation to activities at Elms and in the SU.
-Met with the community youth workers from Elms in relation to activities at Elms.
-Attended a meeting of the Widening Participation Unit.

LGBT

· Emailed LGBT Society to set up meeting.
· LGBT section added to website.
· Attended LGBT training provided by the National Union of Teachers. Event took place at Black Box Belfast City Centre.



Work Ongoing:
· Meeting Anna Lo (MLA South Belfast) on Friday.
· Attending Migration training next Tuesday as part of the South Belfast Roundtable.
· Widening Participation meetings and feeding in.
· Postgraduate Induction- meeting tomorrow with sabs and then with postgraduate office.
· Meeting international student in relation to racist attacks in South Belfast.
· Meet Fiona Kidd today in relation to student guides.
· Disabled section for handbook.
· Postgraduate section for handbook.
· Meeting LH and Jane O’Loughlin on Friday morning about International Induction.

Work Planned:
· Investigating BLegsci with Barry Duffy- a postgraduate matter.
· Meeting with Paul Browne on 29th.
· Meetings with other members of the international office in relation to American Society and possible promotion of programmes such as BEI.
· Improve website.
· Take part in disability, cultural and other training- as arranged through QUB by Dominic Doherty.
· Set up an information session on the PBS for all sabs.
· Other stuff: too much to list.
· Meeting chaplains.
· Meeting political parties.
· Continued liaising with Fiona Kidd and Helen Eastham and other relevant people in relation to orientation for specific groups.
· Working with Helen in relation to international students, cultural events etc.
· Help Gareth with magazine: compose two articles.
· Working constitutionally close with LH.
· Investigate whether or not the Union is a fair representation in terms of religion.
· Dealing with students on a case by case basis.
· Work on Mature Student Induction.


Conclusion

I have enjoyed my first month in the Students’ Union. This is a non-exhaustive list of stuff that I have been working on. I also have been helping students that have emailed me in relation to various matters. Please contact me if you require a more detailed breakdown of my work.

Paul Lilly
VP Equality and Diversity
