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Report of Vice-President Campaigns and Communications
Introduction
Due to the length of time due to be covered in this report, I have given a daily breakdown for this Council which highlights activities, initatives, issues discussed, decisions taken and any other information deemed relevant. I feel this is the most effective way to inform council of my progress to date.
Late June 2009

Attended Crossover training in the Anne Maguire Room with members of staff, student officers (past and present!) Unfortunately my predecessor resigned so I was unable to get an in-depth report of where to pick up on initiatives that he had started last year so I have started afresh!

I was in contact with prospective writers for the Students’ Union magazine – both current students and students who had emailed the general Students’ Union email account in relation to getting involved! This proved quite a task as the officer in my post last year had left no contact information for any of the previous journalists for the publication. As a result of the limited number of Students’ Union magazines published last year and other reasons, some individuals were reluctant to get involved.
I enquired about the Student Media Training Event with Andrew Henry (NUS) to take place by NUS in King’s Cross London on 3rd  November 2009 – feasibility to be reviewed at a later date. 

All Students’ Union Staff were emailed to ask them to consider important events and dates to be included in a Desktop calendar to be distributed as a part of the Freshers’ Pack. 

All departments of the University and Students’ Union were emailed in relation to the publication of the Students’ Union Handbook. Most relevant bodies emailed back with the exception of the careers service (Student Guidance Centre) and Childcare – these two services were followed up at a later date.
National Student Survey Poster Competition was advertised by myself both internally and on the Students’ Union website. This service gives us critical feedback. No entrants from Queen’s were shortlisted for the final poster.

July 2009

1st - 
Attended a meeting with the rest of the Executive in relation to the year ahead and what was to be carried out, including plan of work, SMART Objectives and other initiatives to be rolled out throughout the year. The office was re-arranged after this meeting.

Was in communication with Mr. Jay Downs in relation to the Student Media Society, Student Media Forum and Students’ Union television. The main reason being to obtain a copy of the constitutions and terms of references for the aforementioned groups and their history as no information on these initiatives for left for me by the outgoing Vice-President Campaigns and Communications.

Talked to Declan Keeney, Film Studies, in relation to the development of SUTV and the possibility of gaining training for our students on final cut pro for SUTV. Another date was scheduled for further discussions. 


Meeting with Denise Murtagh, Enterprise co-ordinator, to discuss opportunities were we could help each other throughout the year.


Hosted a meeting with Connie Craig, Advice Centre Manager and Brian Slevin, Education and Welfare Advisor in the Students’ Union Advice Centre to discuss ways in which we could help each other throughout the year.
2nd - 
As part of a PR and community building initiative, I was in touch with The Belfast Telegraph, The Newsletter and The Irish News to determine the possibility of a weekly column in their education section to promote Students’ Union initiatives and to increase “good news stories” surrounding students at Queen’s and their active involvement on campus and in the local community. Simon Doyle of the Irish News did not “see the value in having a weekly column” but we came to an agreement that we would send one off stories that would be of interest.


Completed a design brief for the Students’ Union Handbook which was sent to prospective designers and printers for consideration and pricing. 


Was in communication with Sarah McCaffrey, SU Deputy President 2007-2008 to discuss her role in the media while at the Students’ Union. Sarah now works in UTV and has offered to support me in my role in any way she can. 


I announced my new internal newsletter initiative that I had been working on due to one on one meetings with a few staff members who were off the opinion that internal communication amongst staff in the Students’ Union needed to be improved. This newsletter is called Staff Stuff and deadline for submission is 10am every Friday and it will be distributed by 5pm that evening. This has gone out every week without fail. I will happily place any councillor on the mailing list.  

Received the revised brand guidelines from Seana Skeffington, Marketing Manger and challenged certain aspects of this as in one’s opinion, it does not take many issues into consideration. This document is yet to be passed by Executive Management Committee.

Met with Denise Murtagh, Enterprise SU to discuss student publications and communication messages throughout the year.


I attended the management meeting of the Students’ Union


I attended the careers focus group meeting which was in relation to the careers service and the service they provide and how they can have more of an impact. I raised the issue that the Queen’s message is normally to corporate and un- engaging for students and that this should be reviewed! As a result of this I have been invited to other meetings which has resulted in a more contemporary advertising method and a bit more of a ‘retro’ design in their publicity.

3rd - 
Set up a twitter account for the Students’ Union- emailed all the details to every student officer and recommended that each officer set up an officer twitter so we can increase our visibility amongst the student body.


Penned a newly proposed structure to SUTV. In consultation with Jay Downs, this was deemed the best way forward as the media society failed in previous years. My vision is to see SUTV associated to the Students’ Union – a bit like RAG – not a club or society! This way it would be overseen by an officer and staff member and someone would be responsible for it’s development.


Read the NUS Blueprint proposal received from Ciarnan Helferty, President of NUS-USI


Met with Shane Brogan, SU President in relation to SUTV and how to advance this project speedily! A few issues were raised surrounding the facilities available and funding etc. As a result, I have looked for funding from different areas including The Annual Fund, Invest N.I., Northern Ireland Screen and Belfast City Council.

4th- 
Reviewed the Weekend Survey results to examine the possibility of organising a campaign to promote a seven day Queen’s University Students’ Union experience. This would be developed at a later date. 

6th- 
Registered with the NUS Media List and the Union of Students in Ireland online databases.


Edited submitted material for the Students’ Union Handbook (this task was continuous throughout the month of July and August and took a lot of time, including many late nights in the office to ensure the publication was a quality one!)


Attended a meeting in Kingshead in relation to the design of our Students’ Union Handbook. I obtained one quote in relation to the publication at this date but was later deemed to be extortionate. 

7th - 
Completed the training needs analysis for Dominic Doherty which was required.


Assisted Denise Murtagh, enterprise co-ordinator, promote the Graduate Apprenticeship Placement Programme (GAPP) to Graduates. As part of this I was involved in the designing of a poster and leaflet as well as relevant campaigning ideas surrounding this as well as one on one discussions with students and parents before and after graduation ceremonies. 


Attended a meeting with Sarah Hughes from the QFT to discuss how we could market the QFT as more of a student venue and to increase footfall from our students. We discussed marketing techniques and it was agreed that the Students’ Union would discuss running different events with the QFT over the year, in particular the second semester. I also followed up on the QFT’s submission to the Students’ Union Handbook.


Attended the Honorary Graduation meal in the Whitla Hall which saw Senator George Mitchell’s last function at Queen’s.
8th -
Confirmed my SMART Objectives with Dominic Doherty, Deputy General Manager and signed these off. 


Held a meeting in relation to the Students’ Union website and the problems surrounding it where it was decided that the layout was a little confusing and there were some adjustments to be made. In particular: a) A Calendar section to be introduced b) A Photo gallery to be introduced c) More visibility from officers from the Website d) A Forum to be introduced e) A general revamp in style and layout (still undergoing). 

Started to pen the Editorial Policy for the Students’ Union media groups.

Represented the Students’ Union at the School of English and School of Geography Graduation Ceremonies. 

9th - 
Met with Plus2Print, Downpatrick in relation to the design of the Students’ Union Handbook. After receiving another quote on this date, it was agreed that Plus2Print were the cheapest company who showed a passion for designing such a publication. There was over £1,000 saved for the handbook in comparison to last year’s design and the advertising within the publication also increased which made it a little more self-financing. 
10th- 
Off on Annual Leave for Graduation

Received media request surrounding allegations that Postgraduate Expertise is squandered, resulting in unnecessary cuts. Informed the Students’ Union President. I was advised at a later date to make no comment. 

11th- 
Was in communication with Experience Days.tv to secure advertising for the Students’ Union Magazine as well as competition prizes. 

13th- 
Off on Statutory Holidays

Filled in the NUS Student Media Contacts survey on behalf of the Students’ Union.

13th- 
Off on Statutory Holidays

15th- 
Attended McMillan Media Studios for media training which provided guidance for television and radio interview techniques in case we were ever asked to comment on any issue. This was very beneficial and worthwhile and has been very useful to date and will be so in the future. 

Promotion of Queen’s Radio Summer Workshops

16th - 
Met with the president to discuss Political Activism Week and the Mandela Award which was due to be awarded for the first time this year in aid of the anniversary of the anti- apartheid movement. However, the President decided in October that the distribution of this award should be suspended until a later date. 


Had a meeting in relation to the production of a DVD which my predecessor was to carry out for Convocation. This project was due to be finished last year and was not. I am currently still working on this DVD which will promote Convocation (you become a member of this group when you graduate from Queen’s University – it is, in essence, a graduate group)

17th- 
Met with Queen’s comedy to discuss working partnership for throughout the year with the SU Mag, possibility of Club and societies events and interviews for our media outlets.


Attended the Queen’s Radio Workshops in the SPACE


University of Limerick Students’ Union rang me to discuss the possibility of a visit on Monday. This was agreed and I was to meet them on Sunday in Belfast.

18th-  
Researched the Political Activism Week Mandela Award 

Attended the Queen’s Radio Workshops in the SPACE

19th- 
Met with the University of Limerick Students’ Union Student Officers and went for dinner where we were joined by Laura and Susan. We went socialising with the group that evening after walking them through campus.

20th- 
Gave the Student Officers of Limerick Students’ Union a tour of the building and showed them all the services we have to offer and hosted a team meeting with Lorraine Meneilly, Dominic Doherty and Rod Martin to discuss certain areas where they felt our Students’ Union were very strong – this included merchandise, Bars and Ents and the democratic awareness side. At this point, I would like to note that there has been a very good relationship built up between these two students’ unions and we would still be in communication regarding certain issues.


Attended a meeting in relation to the Open Days at Queen’s for current sixth form students. This was a successful meeting where it was decided that I would contact external promotion companies to attend the event. Appletiser and Burn and Coca Cola expressed regret that they had no funding left to cover the event. I was in contact with some clubs and societies in relation to their presence on this day. I was also to launch my fees campaigns at this event.

A money plus DVD meeting was held in which I was in charge of all the filming and sound for the production. This was being headed by VP Welfare, Susan Kearney.

Got staff number and password of Media Services in the New Library


Met with Brian Heading in relation to Student Fees campaign where he suggested I talk to Sarah McCaffrey on this issue

21st- 
Met with Lorraine Meneilly, Retail and Premises Manager, and Andrew Gordon, Causal SU employee, to target campaign against the spread of swine flu and health and safety in general throughout the building as well as working on contingency plans. As a result three posters were drawn up and at the date this paper went to council, all posters are still distributed around campus and are on display in the Students’ Union. 


A further discussion on the Students’ Union website was held in relation to some problems that were remaining and certain hurdles and stumbling blocks still being presented. Present at this meeting was Shane Brogan, Laura Hawthorne and myself. An action log was drawn up by myself and presented to the Marketing Manager. Some tasks are still outstanding and currently being followed up.


I completed my Executive Management Committee Paper on the Students’ Union television proposals. This paper was passed in principle pending a financial breakdown 

22nd - 
Confirmed my attendance at the Student Journalism Association meeting in London. This is a body founded on a national level to provide support for student journalism on which I am now the Irish representative and am in charge of liaising with all Universities in the Island of Ireland! This is also a beneficial way to keep in contact with universities in relation to other matters such as campaigns and publications and has proved as a useful tool for ease of communication.

Met with Shane Brogan, president, to discuss the possibility of a revised student Roundup and the general consensus was that we needed a more student friendly publication which was colourful, could incorporate photo, video footage etc! It was anticipated this roundup would be embedded into an email, rather than a link from the email to a website as was previously the case. 


Met with Welcome Week co-ordinator Fiona Kidd to discuss the Students’ Union involvement on the website and also went through the Welcome Week Guide with Fiona to discuss how this publication could be made more student friendly. I met with Fiona on several other occasions to discuss these matters as well.

23rd-
Attended an all day training event on Indesign which is the package used to design the Students’ Union Magazine and posters for the Students’ Union etc. This was a beneficial course but was extremely condensed and there is limited knowledge one can learn in a crash course of this kind.

Attempted to contact BLAST FM, a new Belfast Student Radio Station, to see what their plans were for the year. The main aim being to ensure they would not try and be an immediate threat to Queen’s Radio. They failed to get back to me on several occasions and they have made no attempt to contact us in relation to anything. 

24th- 
Was in touch with Keelin McGrogan, South Eastern Regional College, in relation to their Freshers’ Bazaar as they were new to this set-up and wanting to know what businesses etc may be involved and how to market this event to students. 


Produced Staff Stuff- the internal publication amongst staff which has improved internal communications and the readership proves to be near 100%. It is disappointing to note, however that out of a trial test carried out some student officers and a minority of staff members do not read this publication. Andrew Dodge, Acting Director, has been very good at ensuring staff use this as a tool of communication.

27th- 
All day filming for MoneyPlus DVD in the Lanyon Building and the Students’ Union 

28th- 
Was in touch with Thomas Collins, Head of Marketing at the University, to establish a working relationship with himself and his team for the forthcoming year. Unfortunately he was going on leave and expressed that he would be interested meeting at a later date but is yet to respond to my request. However, he did set up a meeting between Head of Communications, Kevin Mulhern, and myself. 


Completed the training record requested by Dominic Doherty


Met with Glenda O’Hanlon from CDS, the company we use for the majority of our printing, to discuss publications for the forthcoming year including the Students’ Union Handbook, The SU Mag, posters, flyers etc. 


Hosted a meeting with the Marketing Manager and the Students’ Union President in relation to my proposed editorial and media complaints policy. 

29th- 
Met with Dominic Doherty to discuss training needs and to prioritise what training courses I wished to take throughout the year. The top six course I have requested are:

1. Communication Skills: Management Development Programme
2. Publishing- Getting Yourself Published
3. Focus Group Skills
4. Presentation Skills: Management Development Programme
5. Selection Interviewing
6. Successful Grant Applications
Met with Kevin Mulhern, Head of Communications, and his team in the press office in the University! This meeting was vital as I work very closely with this team throughout the year. At this meeting, I felt the Students’ Union were having to redeem themselves as a couple of members of staff aired concerns that there was a loss of confidence in some of the student officers last year.
Attended EMC

Edited more material for the Students’ Union Handbook and liaised with the designer on the publication.

30th- 
Responded to media request from The Times Higher about social networking tools within universities. Also dealt with media request relating to how the Students’ Union were dealing with the issue of mis-conduct in the new academic year. 

Filmed in Victoria Square for Money Plus DVD most of the morning and afternoon. Also took more footage outside the front of the Students’ Union


Met with St. Mary’s Students’ Union executive to discuss how we could work together throughout the year. This relationship has proved very successful!

31st- 
Attended the All Staff meeting on the SUEI Objectives and what is needed to reach the level of standard required. I was assigned to 3 sub-working groups on this issue. All these tasks were completed before the SUEI audit.


Received 8 quotes for the printing of the Students’ Union Handbook


Attended Alan Deery’s retirement event

August 2009 (continuous designing and editing for Handbook)
3rd – 
Officer briefing to discuss plans for the week ahead

Recording for SU Promotional DVD footage in the Students’ Union. This DVD was used for the Students’ Union Open Days

Held a meeting with prospective journalists for the Students’ Union Magazine who responded to a call for writers on the Students’ Union Website. Each journalist was given a specific area to focus on an research various articles

Attended the Open Days meeting for a further update on where we were with this.

4th – 
Attended the Student Journalism Association inaugural meeting at Southbank University London
6th – 
Attended the NUS-USI Governance Event 

Met with Shane Brogan to discuss the increase of the educational and welfare advice in the Students’ Union Handbook

7th – 
Submitted the Students’ Union bid for the Belfast monopoly board inclusion. We were successful and got a place on the monopoly board. The university rang the company and told them to take us off the board and this was a major issue with the staff within the Students’ Union and we had our voice heard and made sure we got on the board. The board was released in November and will be sold in the Students’ Union shop.

10th –
Meeting with Acting Director, Andrew Dodge, to discuss my plans for the year. This meeting proved very successful.


I ordered Drink Aware clocks to promote responsible drinking during Freshers week and welcome week.
Designed Swine Flu and Health posters which are now displayed.
11th – 
Met with the Editor of the Belfast Telegraph to discuss opportunities where we can spread the Students’ Union Message throughout the year. This was a productive meeting and he has agreed to work with us and as a result we have had a lot of media enquiries for our opinions.

Filming for the SU Promotional DVD

12th – 
Attended the RAG working group meeting along with VP Community and Deputy General Manager. I have some good ideas of how to communicate RAG’s message throughout the year including a reality show TV style show during RAG week shown live on SUTV.
13th – 
Money Plus DVD viewing and editing

Designed Q-SUM leaflets, stickers, promotional material as well as providing responses to media enquiries.

14th – 
Confirmed Plan of Work Objectives with the Students’ Union President
17th – 
Meeting with Stephanie Wilson from the Widening Participation Unit to get students from all areas of university life involved creating a feel of community and inclusiveness. Steps taken were an increased information section in the Students’ Union Handbook and more information uploaded on the SU Website.

Meeting with the Students’ Union Magazine team

18th – 
Attended the Money Plus DVD preview

Had photo taken with the Belfast telegraph for their UCAS Supplement as well as providing them with various information of advice and guidance available within the Students’ Union.

19th – 
Meeting with Marketing Manager in relation to Open Days

Meeting with Queen’s radio along with the SU President and the Democratic Services Coordinator to promote the work of the sabbatical officers throughout the year.

Approved the Degree Plus poster and gave feedback on the style layout and branding of the initiative. 

20th – 
Met with SU President to discuss the issue of “white spaces” around the Students’ Union.


Met with Marketing Manager and VP Welfare in relation to the Marketing of the Night bus
21st –
Had a meeting with the Gown

Got photos taken for the Handbook and for archived images for throughout the year. These took place across campus. I also went across campus with the photographer to get archived images around campus

24th – 
Designed the SU Contact Cards and sent them to print

Filled in our contribution to Go and Fate Magazine for their freshers’ edition.

25th – 
Attended Registration and Enrollment Operation meeting with Retail and Premises manager

Held press protocol meeting with the Students’ Union president

26th – 
Attended the launch of the Belfast Festival

Attended the Careers Service Working Group


Continuous editing of the Students’ Union Handbook

27th – 
NUS-USI Summer training event all day
28th – 
Had a meeting with Queen’s Radio

Submitted the Students’ Union bid for the Belfast monopoly board inclusion. We were successful and got a place on the monopoly board. The university rang the company and told them to take us off the board and this was a major issue with the staff within the Students’ Union and we had our voice heard and made sure we got on the board. The board was released in November and will be sold in the Students’ Union shop.

31st – 
Proof reading day of the Students’ Union Handbook! I would like to thank Councillor and Senator Damian Corridan, Marketing Manager, Seana Skeffington and others who helped out with this task.

Attended photo-shoot for the Annual Fund

September 2009 (continuous designing and editing of magazine)
1st – 
Meeting with designer to make final amendments to the Students’ Union Handbook 
2nd –
Final Proof reading day of the Students’ Union Handbook

Attended Points Based System presentation with VP Community 


Met with Democratic Services Co-ordinator and VP Community to discuss the Urban Garden project.
3rd – 
Given a tour of the Library for magazine article


Liaised with Marketing Manager re: advertising rates and promotional material for the year ahead.


Met with president to discuss SU Website Forum on Accommodation.

4th – 
Was in contact with the Law Society to ask them if they were interested in their publication becoming part of Q-SUM. The Gown were also approached on three instances but refused to become involved.
7th – 
Attended Open Day meeting to finalise procedures for the events as well as promotional material of the Students’ Union etc.

Students’ Union Magazine meeting

Met with President in relation to SUTV to discuss plans

Met with Richard Gaston from Belfast festival to discuss student involvement in the event and also to discuss other possibilities that could be worked on throughout the year.

Filming for Times Higher Education Award Presentation
8th – 
Finalised DVD to be shown in Whitla Hall! This promotional DVD was filmed by Councillor and Enterprise Intern, Vincent Murray. I wish to thank him for his support to date and for all the help he has given me in projects that I have showed an interest in rolling out.

Met with Brian Heading in relation to election material for SU Council elections- proposed that a banner would be purchased, this was already in the SU Handbook and would be featured on the website as well as through Queen’s Radio and any other form of communication- This proved successful as the turnout was up remarkably this year.

Filming for Times Higher Education Award Presentation
Attended the Queen’s Graduate Association Meeting

Met with a prospective journalist in relation to her involvement with the SU Magazine.

9th – 
Filming for Times Higher Education Award Presentation

Met with Kevin Mulhern, Head of Communications in the university, to discuss my plans for SUTV.

Met with a prospective journalist and UTV intern in relation to her involvement with the SU Magazine and SUTV 

10th – 
Open Days


Filming for Times Higher Education Award Presentation

Attended the launch of QTV

Open Day roaming

Fees campaign launched- we got over 2,000 signatures from secondary school students opposing fees while also getting them to think about how much it costs to spend a week as a student.
11th – 
Open Days

Filming for Times Higher Education Award Presentation


Attended Special EMC in relation to the Canoe Club

Open Day roaming

14th – 
Attended Court as a witness for an event from 2007
15th – 
Met international students off the plane at the George Best City Airport

Received training on the new system for the plasma screen televisions 


Met with certain members of RAG along with the Marketing Manager

16th – 
Met international students off the plane at the international airport 

Attended EMC Meeting


Met with Senior press officer from the University, Lisa Mitchell

17th – 
Met with QTV about script for DVD


Attended and manned the stall at the International Student Bazzar


Hosted a SU Mag meeting

18th –
Filmed a DVD on registration and enrolment for QTV

Attended international Student induction programme

19th –
Attended Checkin day at Elms

20th – 
Attended Checkin day at Elms
21st – 
Attended the Welcome Week and Freshers’ Week Meeting

Attended the re-launch of The Gown


Facilitated and organised a part of a quiz for the school of chemistry induction

Acted as a leader on the RAG pubcrawl


Nightbus promotion until 2am

22nd – 
Attended the Welcome Week and Freshers’ Week Meeting

Attended Convocation Liaison committee meeting


Manned Stalls in the Students’ Union

23rd – 
Attended the Welcome Week and Freshers’ Week Meeting

Rang NUS in relation to SHAG packs to promote sexual health campaign. Unfortunately both NUS and USI are unable to send any more SHAG packs until February/April.


Students’ Union Magazine Design Course

24th – 
Attended the Welcome Week and Freshers’ Week Meeting

Facilitated Oxygen.ie (Ireland’s no. 1 student website) to come to Queen’s and give out free goodie bags which proved very popular. They have also agreed to give RAG a CD player which has been promised.

Took part in the RAG Sabbatical Challenge – and didn’t get gunged. I would like to thank fellow councillor Charlotte who was one of the only raggies who told the truth about their final destination with the sabbatical officer!

Nightbus promotion until 2am


Manned the welcome week stall

25th – 
Attended the Welcome Week and Freshers’ Week Meeting

Met with President and other members of the executive to discuss the possibility of all student emails and obtaining all student email addresses.

Manned the SU Freshers’ Stall

28th – 
Attended the Welcome Week and Freshers’ Week Meeting

Attended a QTV meeting where it was deemed that Student input was vital to make this station relevant. However, I raised my concern that this station was more for prospective students and commercial businesses rather than catering for current students. This is why I see SUTV as a vital form of communication rather than relying on QTV!

Represented the student body at the first meeting in relation to itunesU and to gauge interest in this project. It was decided costs would need to be invested to see if this venture was worthwhile and it was discussed that a permanent member of staff might be needed which would prove costly.

Manned the SU Freshers’ Stall

Nightbus promotion until 2am

29th – 
Filmed all morning for QTV Promotional DVD for Freshers’ Week

Set up for Freshers’ Bazzar
Attended the Welcome Week and Freshers’ Week Meeting – it was deemed important to have Sabbatical Officer presence “on the ground”

Manned the SU Freshers’ stall

30th – 
Freshers’ Bazzar setup and take down
Filmed the day’s events and manned stalls

October 2009 (continuous designing and editing of magazine)
1st – 
Facilitated Footloose auditions in the Clubrooms

Met with Patrick Breen in relation to the construction of the Students’ Union e-newsletter
Nightbus promotion until 2am

2nd – 
Attended the Welcome Week briefing 

Magazine design and editing

5th – 
Attended the Students’ Union Election Roadshow in the David Kerr building where alot of information was distributed and I got student opinion on various issues including student fees and campaigning techniques.

Attended Cold Calls in the Holylands where the student officers received mixed responses. This was mostly successful and was an excellent way of introducing ourselves to the students as well as allowing them to see the work the officers were doing and promoting our services and message.
Nightbus promotion until 2am

6th – 
Gave a careers talk in the MBC for the Student Guidance centre for Rosin Copeland. At this event I took questions from the group that was divided in three on issues surrounding Students’ Union support.

Attended Cold Calls in the Holylands 


Had my first appraisal panel in which President, VP Education and the Acting Director were in attendance. 26% of my KPIs were achieved and those late were due to external matters. 


Attended the Queen’s Graduate Association Meeting where we discussed Political Activism Week Panel where I came up with the idea of the panel discussion on the abolition of the 11 plus. I originally suggested Stephen Nolan to chair the panel but Convocation went ahead and organised Jim Fitzpatrick as they didn’t want them panel discussion to turn into “an entertainment” event.

7th – 
Attended Cold Calls in the Holylands

Attended the RAG Cheque presentation and took photographs on behalf of RAG.


Met Patrick Breen in relation to the Students’ Union Newsletter! We discussed content, the management system, the protocol and nature of the e-newsletter.


Attended EMC

Attended the Culture and Arts Strategy Group meeting where it was discussed about the possibility of a website to promote culture and arts at Queen’s. Concerns were raised by the chair about the lack of Students’ Union input but both myself and the President assured the chair that we would take all measures to become involved, especially to make the line-up more student friendly. 

8th – 
Attended a media event in London for the Students’ Union magazine where have been offered free training and has resulted in one of our student journalists having an exclusive interview with the Secret Service which has been very exciting. Councillor and student journalist, Ethan Loughrey later flew over to the Edinburgh for this interview and was very successful.
9th – 
Met student in relation to a disciplinary with VP Welfare

Met with communications regarding issues outstanding such as stopping the handbook from going to print, calling for the Students’ Union to be taken off the Belfast version of the Monopoly Board. We are yet to receive a formal apology for the above but I have stood my ground on all issues to ensure that it is the Students’ Union message being portrayed and not the University’s. 

12th –
All morning was spent in the Lanyon building for Hilary Clinton’s visit

The afternoon was spent at the National Student Survey Results workshop in the clubrooms

13th –
Actively promoted the Students’ Union Council elections during road-shows over campus including PFC and the foyer of the Students’ Union

Met with Retail and Premises manager to discuss signage and advertising various Students’ Union messages including the RAG Mobile Phone Box and SPACE and Toilet Posters
14th – 
Actively promoted the Students’ Union Council elections during roadshows over campus including PFC and the foyer of the Students’ Union

Attended Students’ Union Management Board
15th – 
Attended Focus Group Skills Training which was very useful as I feel I can now use it for a lot of the campaigns I wish to roll out in 2nd semester to gauge students’ views.

Met with President to discuss publicity of strategic plan and how we can actively promote the success of the recommendations of the plan. 


Met with Queen’s Radio for Sabbatical interview or the Students’ Union news show which they are now broadcasting on air every Wednesday. At this point I feel it appropriate to commend the Queen’s Radio team for their hard work and effort in promoting the Students’ Union message to the students while also holding the executive to account. In one’s opinion, the quality of their production is fantastic and I feel they are an ideal student media outlet and are to be praised for their hard work and efforts! The working relationship I have established with the team has been remarkable.
Attended Convocation Committee Meeting
16th – 
Met with Marketing Manager and VP Welfare to discuss signage for the Students’ Union Nightbus

Was due to attend a meeting with VP Equality to discuss cultural week but this was cancelled

Met with the retail and premises manager to discuss action plans for Green Week as well as drawing up signage and posters for the event.

Hosted a meeting in relation to funding from the Annual Fund and Ian Brick fund. This was a successful meeting were the Students’ Union Executive and permanent staff members were able to discuss funding for projects for the year ahead. Proposed projects were – 1) Clubs and Societies Inventory Grant

2) Q-SUM funding   3) SUTV funding  3) Nightbus funding  4) Night time food cart funding  5) Community initiative funding  6) Plasma Screen Funding


7) Goods Yard development as well as other smaller projects.

19th –
BBC Media Training
20th –
BBC Media Training

21st – 
BBC Media Training

22nd – 
Edited and proof read material for the magazine that was to be inserted into the extra 16 pages.
Attended NUS-USI Regional Council Meeting where campaigning ideas were discussed especially in relation to Student Fees. I am currently awaiting an indication from NUS-NUS about the campaign for student fees.
23rd –
Bill Neely from ITN News came to the Students’ Union at Queen’s to launch the new media group here, Q-SUM! He praised the work done by our students and said that this branch of media could see us ranked as one of the top Students’ Union Media outlets in the United Kingdom and Ireland. The exact terms of reference are still being discussed with Executive Management Committee but Q-SUM is a media group set up to provide accreditation and training to students who contribute to student media within the Students’ Union and other affiliated bodies. The training package is currently being developed with third parties and we have had 3 students already placed on media training courses in the BBC and have received accredited first aid and health and safety training.
26th –
Smart Card and Support fund meeting with VP Welfare where we decided what information and design should be like advertising this initiative. 

Did a write up for Queen’s Now for Claire Patterson in the University


Met with a group of English students who expressed an interest in Q-SUM!


Further advertising carried out for Green Week

27th – 
Liaised with Belfast City Council in relation to their Reduce, reuse and recycle stall in the foyer along with the event in association with Bryson Recycling. 

½ day Annual Leave – first day of annual leave
28th – 
Annual Leave
29th – 
Annual Leave
30th – 
I was due to attend a QTV meeting all afternoon which was postponed at the last minute “due to the halloween holidays”

Replied to health and safety training audit
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2nd – 
Attended a special EMC meeting. Performance related pay was a major subject area of this meeting. I expressed my concern that this issue should be put aside and that all officers should strive to move on in a united front to represent our students! I feel very strongly that this issue needs put to rest and for all the executive to be united on important student policy issues rather than performance related pay.

Had a meeting with the Politics Society in relation to Political Activism Week- there seemed to be a little confusion over the panel discussion. MLAs were double booked for a panel discussion for the 11+ and the Politics society event. Unfortunately the politics society event had to be postponed but I look forward to working with the later on in the year and helping them in any way possible to facilitate this event. 

Had a meeting with the University Communications Department to discuss the handing over of the Student Roundup which is to be taken over by myself. The design is now revamped and looking well and will go live from Monday 23rd November 2009.


Met with VP Welfare and the Marketing manager in relation to promotion of the night bus service.


Discussed the possibility of a PSNI CNN information point with the retail and premises manager. Due to the installation of our plasma screens at the moment, we would review this again in the near future

Confirmed participation in the Community Forum which will aim to establish a community feeling on campus! This will be followed up in Give Yer Ma A Break Campaign in the 2nd semester.
3rd – 
Had a meeting with Seana Skeffington, The Marketing Manager to discuss the Students’ Union campaigns and ideas for campaigning techniques.

Was in contact with the PSNI in relation to campaigning initiatives they wish to roll out around the university and on campus.


Met with Jordan Junge in relation to Political Activism week and plans for the week, especially in relation to Women in Politics.


Was in contact with political societies in relation to the Political Activism Week presence in the students’ union foyers. I would like to thank the politics society for the details of these clubs.

4th – 
I designed two styles of poster for the Anti-Drink spiking campaign which took place the following day! These were displayed around the Students’ Union and also designed the image to be used on the t-shirts.

The launch of the Apple training facility took place at 5pm in the Naughton Gallery! I have discussed the possibility of securing discounted training for our students involved in the student media, primarily Q-SUM!

Arranged with Andrew Gordon and Damian McAdams for the side panels in the new Student Stuff Newsletter

5th – 
Met with the university chaplains to introduce myself along with other members of the Student Executive. Various issues were brought up here including concerns about a lack of community on campus to the university disciplinary code. I expressed my interest to work closely with all religious bodies in the university throughout the year in any way possible.

Attended the management team meeting

Attended a roadshow in the PEC.

Attended the inaugural meeting of Student Council- I just wish to state that my reason for running for Senate was purely on a student interest basis. I felt that as the Student Officer primarily in charge of communication to the students, I would be able to disseminate the information discussed at Senate to our students. I would like to thank those who put themselves up for nomination for the Campaigns and Communications Committee and I look forward to working with you over the next few months.
Took part in the Anti-drink spiking campaign from 10pm – 12am with VP Welfare and VP Community.

6th – 
Launch of the Belfast Monopoly Board 

Facilitated student involvement in BBC’s Across the Line

9th – 
Had my sweep with Shane Brogan to discuss issues arising and work to date along with getting other officers involved in campaigns

Designed posters for PAW


Sent out all student email for Political Activism Week and promoted the events around campus


Sorted out issues with the Students’ Union Magazine at the printing stage

10th – 
Met with Jay Downs to discuss PTQ and my involvement with the publication this year

Attended the Women in Politics event in the SPACE


Attended the Queen’s Graduate Association Meeting


Had an interview with Queen’s Radio about the Students’ Union Magazine and my work to date

11th – 
Facilitated the politics societies in the Students’ Union foyer in relation to political activism week
12th – 
Attended the first Campaigns and Communications Committee were I gave a brief report to the committee as to my work to date. There were 3 people who failed to show and did not produce an apology and are deemed to have vacated their post. I would urge councillors to take these committees seriously as your input is vital! At the next meeting of this committee, alot of issues are to be discussed including Q-SUM, the possibility of a Students’ Union Newspaper to allow for ease of communication to our students and some more issues.


Attended SURIG meeting along with Shane and Paul Courtney were finances and updates were given on the commercial side of the institution. The most important outcome of this meeting, in one’s opinion, was that proposals were passed for a business plan to be drawn up for the refurbishment of the Snack Bar into an entertainments venue.

Attended the Environmental Committee were various issues were discussed including future events and how we can keep the Students’ Union clean and green!


Hosted the Panel Discussion in the Great Hall on the Abolition of the 11+ after the Convocation AGM. I wish to note my disappointment with the University on this matter who did everything in their power to take over the event as their own and even expressed concern that this event (which was primarily a Students’ Union event) was advertised in the regional press. There was a lot of media interest which appeared to go directly to the University Communications Office and they were told this was a “closed event!” BBC were interested in coming down to film the event but were told they would be refused entry by the communications office. I expressed my concern via email to the Students’ Union President, acting Director of the Students’ Union, Deputy General Manager and Vice President Community as well as contacting the communications office directly.
13th – Attended the SUEI Assessment Group discussion with John Windle who seemed quite positive and encouraged by the word untaken by the current student officers and noted a “remarkable improvement” from last year and that we, as an institution, had come a long way.


Attended Sabbatical Officer Question time which I advertised as part of Political Activism Week- there were only 6 people showed up which vindicates the need for a campaign surrounding a five day university life and a seven day campus experience as alot of people seem to desert the campus on a Friday


Attended the Officer review group meeting where the remit of the group, it’s purpose and proposals were discussed. The next meeting will be seen as the first meeting of business where the current student officer posts will be discussed. 
Work Ongoing:
· Advertising the Students’ Union

· Campaign Planning (between now and next council meeting)-
Education without discrimination                       23rd – 27th November 2009

World AIDS day                                                    1st December 2009

Fees Awareness (Town invasions)                     End of December 2009

· Committee works

· Communication Strategy

· Community Forum

· Media Enquiries

· Media Points to be rolled out

· Media Policy

· PTQ- assisting with the production

· Plan of Work 2009-2010
· Q-SUM Training

· Resident Group meetings

· SMART Objectives

· SUTV 

· SU Mag- Edition 2

· SU Newspaper planning

· Staff Stuff

· Student Stuff

· Website- updating on a regular basis

· Word of the Week

Information to note:

Annual Leave taken: 


3 ½ days taken to date

Saturdays/ Sundays worked:
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GARETH MCGREEVY
Vice-President Campaigns and Communications

