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Report of Vice-President Campaigns and Communications


1. Committees, Sub-committees and Working Groups attended:

· Bars and Entertainments Working Group
· Convocation Liason Committee
· Executive Management Committee
· Officer Review Group
· Queen’s Graduate Association Committee
· Student Guidance Centre Careers Feedback Working Group
· Students’ Union Magazine Group
· Students’ Union Carbon Management Working Group
· St. Patrick’s Day Committee


2. Work carried out:



16th Nov - 
Meeting with Channel 56- This was to discuss the Q-SUM training programme to develop the skills of students involved in our media outlets within the Students’ Union. This meeting was very successful and I have now received possible training programmes which are due to be rolled out in the second semester. Along with the Apple Training Suite at Queen’s and Communications Office of the University, we will be providing our students with quality training and accreditation. 

I have been attended the Bars and Ents Working Group meeting – The main aim of this group is to review how we get more students into the union earlier and to encourage drinking in a controlled environment (our bars) and not be drinking heavily in student houses or Elms.  There has been a drop in bar sales in the Students’ Union. After discussions within the group, there has been an arrangement that there will be some drinks promotions- Appendix one 

17th Nov - 
Edition 1 of the magazine was released and distributed around campus. I met with Alistair Fee in relation to the promotion of Enterprise events within the Students’ Union and around campus. He was also talking about the running of a D school in association with the Students’ Union. Attended Students’ Union Council meeting.

18th Nov - 
Met with Patrick Breen in relation to the Student Stuff that is now live as part of easing our communication with students. Liaised with the electoral commission in relation to a photo shoot promoting the importance of students voting in our local elections. Attended Management Board.

19th Nov - 
Attended the Money Plus launch, liaised with UTV in relation to student issue cover stories. I had a content meeting the Students’ Union Magazine team to discuss edition 2. This was productive and it was great to see more people getting involved and coming on board! Everyone has made an excellent contribution and I would like to thank them all for their efforts. Attended the SU Carbon Management Group to discuss the remit of the working group and to look at a way to forward our initiatives in the Students’ Union and around campus.

20th Nov - 
Attended the officer review group where we discussed the remit of the current officers and what we felt was necessary and perhaps what was missing. These areas were discussed by all members of the group. This is an excellent opportunity to review our current set up and if anyone wishes to have any points raised, please forward your thoughts to su.vpcampaigns@qub.ac.uk. Organised the Students’ Stuff for the following week which included information on how to archive the roundups! Unfortunately Information Services were unable to recover the first edition but I have a paper copy if anyone wishes to view it!

23rd Nov - 
Designing of Students’ Union magazine and editing of content while also dealing with technical issues surrounding the Student Stuff publication. Updated the Students’ Union website and the online forum- this is also done on a daily basis. Conversed with Denise Murtagh in relation to a student business clinic in relation to media. 

24th Nov - 
Attended a Students’ Union Roadshow in the PEC with Dominic Doherty! This was a successful event with students approaching us to enquire about certain services in the Students’ Union. The roadshows are an excellent opportunity for the Students’ Union to bring their information to the students rather than relying on the students to come to us.  Attended a review on SU publications were it was deemed by the Students’ Union President, Marketing Manager and Deputy General Manager that at this moment in time, a Students’ Union newspaper is not feasible and it would be better to review the Student Stuff e-newsletter and see what readership is like with that. I raised the issue that our students sometimes wish to have a paper copy of information and are sometimes more likely to read this so it was further suggested that a newsletter be produced rather than a Students’ Union newspaper. This will be organised for the second semester. 

25th Nov - 
Attended an assessment and feedback meeting where it was discussed about raising the profile of students’ right to feedback. I have been working along with representatives of Learning Development Services to discuss this campaign. Various contributions were made and a leaflet was produced that we have had input into. These will be distributed after the first semester exams. However in the meantime, we are not launching a campaign but raising awareness of the importance of feedback. This involves raising awareness via posters, plasma screen animations, pop-ups on the oxygen panels on the networked computer areas on campus. To be launched on the second last week before term the Word of the Week will be

 “FEEDBACK” 

We need to get students to realise the importance of Student Feedback and as part of their student experience, they are entitled to this! It is to be featured on Student Stuff. Had an interview with Queen’s Radio/


26th Nov - 
Attended the Management team meeting. Attended a meeting in the Apple store to fix my work laptop which was due to be fixed in July and still was not fixed and resulted in me staying in to office to work on magazine editing software in the building. Attended meeting with Bertie Ahern and arranged the Canada Room for this meeting in association with Fiana Fail and Roombookings. 


27th Nov - 
Myself and VP Welfare Organised World Aids Day.  We went to places such as Christian aid to facilitate the event and I was also liaising with the University Health Centre for the event.  Designed poster for World AIDS day as well as welfare events through the Wellbeing fortnight. I visited Brook clinic with VP Welfare to purchase condoms for World AIDS day. Design of the Students’ Union Magazine

30th Nov - 
Design of the Students’ Union Magazine and liaised with the printing company and all associated bodies with the magazine to arrange final arrangements for the production of the magazine. Designed posters for Welfare events taking place including a SHAGTAG event in the Students’ Union.


1st Dec - 
Design of the Students’ Union Magazine. As part of World AIDS Day, myself and VP Welfare set up stalls along with Amnesty, Trocaire, QUB Freens and Christian aid along with the University Help Centre. Free condoms and information leaflets were handed out as well as a bunsale with money going to an AIDS support charity. There was also a DVD Showing of the Broadway musical, Rent. I also was interviewed on U105 as a part of a Get Home Safe Campaign being rolled out by Belfast City Council along with Naomi Long.


Work Ongoing:

· Advertising the Students’ Union
· Campaign Planning – A fully function plan for semester two will be worked on over Christmas to make the next semester a successful campaigning season
· Committee work
· Communication Strategy
· Community Forum
· Media Enquiries
· Media Points to be rolled out
· Media Policy
· PTQ- assisting with the production
· Plan of Work 2009-2010
· Q-SUM Training
· Resident Group meetings
· Review of media outlets within the Students’ Union
· SMART Objectives
· SUTV 
· SU Mag- Edition 2
· Staff Stuff
· Student Stuff
· Website- updating on a regular basis
· Word of the Week



Information to note:

Annual Leave taken: 			3 ½ days taken to date


3. Conclusion

I wish to extend a Happy Christmas and a peaceful new year to all councillors and wish you all the best in your forthcoming examinations and assessments! If there is anything over the semester break that I can help anyone with or be of assistance in any way, please don’t hesitate in contacting me via email or on my mobile.

Gareth McGreevy
Vice-President Campaigns and Communications
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