
 SUC/P/13/25 

 

Report of the Vice President Community  
April 2013  

 
This report is noticeably shorter than all of the other reports that I have written over the past year. 
The reason for this is simply due to the timing of the two council meetings; the last one being in the 
last week before Easter and this one being in the first week back after Easter. As well as this short 
interval, I also was at the USI Congress for one week. The period of time that the below work is 
detailing is a week and a half.   
 
 As well as my ongoing responsibilities with community relations, residents meetings, the 
homework clubs, ‘Are Ye Well?’, RAG and charity liaisons, student representation and the 
homework clubs - the two below projects have been of a particular focus over the past few weeks.  
 
1. QUB’s Got Talent - Thursday 25th April  
 
As the countdown has now started to one of the biggest Students’ Union events of the year, there 
is a considerable amount of work going into making sure that this event is a perfect showcase of 
our students and our Students’ Union.  
 
In relation to sponsorship and marketing; we have currently brought in exactly £5000 of 
sponsorship for the event. As well as having the extra monetary benefit, this adds a different level 
to our event as a number of local businesses and internal University departments have taken an 
interest in the event and will be sponsoring the actual student acts on the night. This will give 
further recognition to our students and potentially give them further opportunities.  
 
There has been a considerable level of marketing done for the event, from postering, flyering and 
social media. This year we have also organised a press call, where we will be getting pictures of all 
of our acts, our host and our judges. We will be inviting local media; papers, radio and TV - aiming 
to attract a similar level of interest to that of the QUB Apprentice. The success story of last year’s 
winners, Major Sixth, is making this easier to do, as the event now has the credibility of providing 
students with opportunity and the prospect of opening doors. A number of videos have been filmed 
with local celebrities promoting the event, which will be gradually released over the next few 
weeks.  
 
The event is due to make profit and will be in aid of the Simon Community NI. As well as a 
donation from each ticket going to the charity, we have also organised an all star raffle which we 
are aiming to make £1000 for the charity.  
 
A lot of work has gone into technical preparations behind the event, for example, lighting, sound, 
visuals and staging. We have a number of students involved in this, which is giving them 
experience working in this type of professional event environment.  
 
Alot of work has went into ensuring that the audience have a great experience at the event as we 
have a number of students, members of the public, press, VIPS and sponsors coming from all over 
Northern Ireland, who will be experiencing the Students’ Union for the first time. We have secured 
a ‘Red Bull’ giveaway on the night - they will be launching their new three flavours at the event and 
will be sending ‘wing girls’ and the mini. We have designed and printed a programme, which will be 
a ‘keep sake’ which is showcasing all the talent that they will see on the night. We have also 
secured a number of spot prizes for audience members on the night, which we will be placing in 
the specially designed and printed gift bags which will be on every single audience member’s seat 
with a number of other free goodies.  
 
 
 
The students involved in this year’s competition are detailed below:  
 
1. SWOT QUB -  4th year medical students  



 

 

2. Katie and Cherie - Final Year music  
3. Kevin Cooley - One semester Erasmus student studying sociology  
4. Feargal Murphy - Final year history  
5. Ben Grant - First year english and dram  
6. Hannah and Matthew - Final year law  
7. Michael Warren - First year social work  
8. QUB Dance - Various  
9. James Fretwell - 2nd year history  
10.  Anselm McDonnell - 1st year music  
11.  The Daydreams - Accounting and postgraduate law  
 
 
2. The Volunteering Excellency Awards - Monday 3rd June  
 
 The event will adopt a similar format to last year, with a similar guest list. To date a number of 
preparations have taken place including the design of the invitations, evaluation of the guest list, 
confirmation of the shortlisting panels, recruitment of nominations, front of house and technical 
items booked, awards ordered and sponsorships secured.  
 
The deadline for awards is the middle of April and students can nominate in the below categories:  
 
1. Student Volunteer of the Year  
2. Staff Volunteer of the Year  
3. Voluntary/Charitable event or activity of the Year  
4. Voluntary/ Charitable club, society or group of the Year  
5. Alumni contribution to the student Experience  
6. Course rep of the Year  
 
On the evening there will also be a ‘Queen’s Improvement to Society Award’ which will go to one of 
the ongoing research projects as picked by the ‘unseen’ panel, as well as the ‘Special Contribution’ 
award which will go to someone or a group of people from all nominated candidates and that will 
this year be chosen by a University committee led by Pro-Vice Chancellor, Tony Gallagher.  
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