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Report of Vice-President Campaigns and Communications 

Soon after our last meeting of Student Council the Students’ Union was proud to launch our 

new website, providing a much more user-friendly and informative forum for students, for 

clubs and societies to promote their meetings or other events. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank our Marketing department for their hard work and determination in 

making sure that our Students’ Union now has a first-class and cost-effective website which 

all students of all disciplines and interests can benefit from. 

Since our last meeting of SU Council I have dedicated a lot of my time to working alongside 

our colleagues at Queen’s UCU and on their campaign for better pay and working 

conditions. I have worked alongside NUS-USI and other students’ unions across Northern 

Ireland to organise an event to encourage students to sign up to the electoral register, and 

have also worked with Queen’s alumni to discuss ways to promote National Volunteering 

and Philanthropy Day. 

As Vice President I have been glad to work alongside the university’s Communications and 

External Affairs office to visit schools to meet pupils and to discuss life at Queen’s to 

emphasise the importance of the student experience. I have also worked alongside our 

Student Officers throughout the Are Ye Well? campaign at the McClay Library. I will 

continue to promote the National Student Survey (NSS), I have worked with Crimestoppers 

UK, Amnesty International throughout the 2013 Human Rights Festival, as well as having 

represented Queen’s Students’ Union at Queen’s winter graduations and other university 

meetings and events. 
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UCU strikes 

Since our last meeting of Council I have been in regular contact with representatives of UCU 

and represented our Students’ Union at each of UCU’s 2-hour strikes. I have ensured that 

messages of solidarity have been sent to all students and posted via our social media 

channels. I have spoken at these events, reaffirming our Students’ Union’s support for 

academic and non-academic staff at the university. I have called upon senior management 

at Queen’s to work to find a speedy resolution to the dispute, emphasising that failure to 

resolve the situation can only have a detrimental impact upon the university and students.  

 

Volunteer Week at QUBSU; Student Engagement and Philanthropy Day 

I have worked alongside our Vice President for Community, Sarah-Louise Baird, and other 

colleagues at our Students’ Union to bring together a programme for Volunteer Week at 

QUBSU, comprising different themes and attractions for students across all disciplines and 

backgrounds. I have also had discussed with Queen’s Alumni in relation to international 

Student engagement and Philanthropy Day, an opportunity to showcase the great work that 

students at Queen’s undertake throughout the academic and calendar year, at home and 

beyond. 

 

National Voter Registration Day, 5 February 2014 

Wednesday 5th February 2014 witnessed the first ever National Voter Registration Day and, 

together with NUS-USI and other Students' Unions across Northern Ireland, I have worked 

to organise a drive to sign up as many students as possible on the day. In the lead up to the 

day I have contacted all Student Councillors, numerous political party groups and politically-

related societies at Queen’s to highlight the plans for the drive and to call for volunteers to 

help throughout the hours of 11am and 3pm. 

People aged under 24 are the least likely to vote, and the least likely to be on the register.  It 

is hoped that by encouraging students to sign up to the electoral register that more young 

people will have a chance to vote and have a voice in upcoming elections – these are the 
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European and local elections in 2014, Westminster elections in 2015, and to Stormont in 

2016. 

At the SU foyer, I have booked a table for students to pick up and fill in registration forms.  I 

will also be making a concerted effort to engage with students elsewhere on campus 

throughout the day. 

 

Northern Ireland school visits 

As Vice President I have worked alongside Queen’s Communications and External Affairs 

department to prepare to visit schools in Northern Ireland to discuss student life and living 

in the community. I believe this to be a significant opportunity to educate and provide 

guidance to soon-to-be school leavers. These talks will include advice on safety in the 

university and South Belfast area and the importance of the student experience during one’s 

time at Queen’s. Similar to, say our Students’ Union induction presentations at the 

beginning of the academic year, I will discuss my own experiences and those of other 

students who have benefited and helped others through extra-curricular activities and 

volunteering. 

 

QUBSU website launch 

Our new Students’ Union website was launched towards the end of first semester, entailing 

over 550 new web pages and up-to-date content. The aim was always to create a website 

which was user-friendly, informative and interactive. This has been achieved through the 

website’s interactive calendar, our ‘What’s On’, ‘What’s Inside’, ‘Change Stuff’ and other 

sections. 

 

‘Are Ye Well?’ at the McClay Library 

As part of this January’s ‘Are Ye Well?’ campaign at the McClay Library, I was glad to 

dedicate numerous evenings to setting up and serving tea, coffee, biscuits, fruit and bottles 
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of water to students during the examination period. As well as providing essential 

refreshments, I was glad to engage a large number of students and to discuss various 

aspects of the first semester. 

 

Human Rights Week 2013 

Between Monday 9th and Friday 13th December 2013, Queen’s University Belfast Students’ 

Union hosted an Amnesty International photographic exhibition on the subject of women’s 

rights in Afghanistan. Queen’s University Students’ Union has a proud history of advocating 

human rights at home and across the globe; our Mandela Hall, for instance, is named after 

Nelson Mandela; students and graduates at our University also played a significant role in 

the civil rights movement in Northern Ireland and the peace process that later followed. I 

was very glad to work alongside Amnesty International and other external organisations in 

hosting this event. 

  

In recent years, student groups such as QUB Amnesty International have campaigned for 

equal rights for women in Afghanistan and throughout the world. The exhibition outlined 

what it means to be an Afghan woman living in the UK, and aimed to raise awareness 

regarding the issues facing women in Afghanistan. 

 

Utilising Queen’s Online 

Before the Christmas break, Vice President for Education Eoin Deeney and I met with a 

Councillor to discuss the current format of Queen’s Online and ways in which it can be 

improved. Since this meeting I have spoken to a number of students on the matter and 

intend to provide recommendations to the university, especially in terms of how the 

website or gateway can better promote events across campus and the university. Recently, 

we have been successful in promoting the NUS-USI ‘Pound In Your Pocket’ survey via the 

home page of QOL, and I certainly hope to utilise this space more in future. 
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Representing QUBSU at Queen’s graduations 

As part of my role as Vice President I was glad to represent our Students’ Union at a number 

of winter 2013 graduation ceremonies. 


