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20 March 2014 

 
 

Report of the Vice President Welfare 
 
 

This is my fourth report of the academic year to the Student Council. 
 
If any councillor or student requires any additional information, I am more than happy to 
discuss any element of the report further. Please feel free to email me at 
su.vpwelfare@qub.ac.uk, phone me on 02890971002, or call into the sabbatical office. 
 
Best wishes, 
  
Tiernan 

 

 

 

 

Advice, Representation & Individual Counsel of Students 

  

   

Due to the nature of my post the vast majority of my time is taken up by the day-to-day 

representation and provision of advice to students.  

  

I continue to represent students at disciplinary hearings and committees of discipline. This 

generally entails creating a case file for the student(s), educating them on the disciplinary 

process and the possible outcomes of a disciplinary hearing, helping them prepare a robust 

and accurate defence statement, and representing them at the disciplinary hearing. The 

confidential nature of this element of my job restricts the amount of information that I can 

disclose in this report. 

  

As well as offering advice and representation to students surrounding issues relating to 

disciplinary proceedings, I have also dealt with a high amount of case work relating to 

accommodation advice. Issues surrounding accommodation tend to be varied; however, I 

have assisted students with queries relating to deposits that have been retained by 

landlords, issues with Belfast City Council and also unsatisfactory living conditions. Case 

work related to housing provides me with an opportunity to inform students of new schemes, 

such as, The Tenancy Deposit Scheme and helps to ensure that students are aware of their 

fundamental rights as tenants. 
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‘Are Ye Well?’ 11
th

 February 
 
“Are Ye Well?” returned to the MBC for the second time in its history. The event occurred 
from 10am-2pm and had representation from; FASA, Volunteering and Enterprise 
Department, Students’ Union Welfare and Finance Advisors, Queen’s Sport, Carecall, 
Cancer Focus NI. As a result of University Health not being able to attend the event, I 
distributed Shag packs provided by USI to students during the event and I also distributed 
personal safety alarms. 
 

 
 
QUB RAG Apprentice 18

th
 & 19

th
 March 

 
During the dates of the 18th and 19th February, myself, VP Campaigns & Communication and 
other students took part in the now annual QUB RAG Apprentice, a 24 hour challenge to 
raise as much money for our 4 charities. I am delighted to announce that both teams made a 
combined total of over £3,000 and it was a pleasure to see so many students and staff 
engaged in the programme. 
 

 
 
‘Are Ye Well?’ 11

th
 March 

 
“Are Ye Well?” took place in the Students’ Union on the 11th March, the event had 
representation from QUB Dentistry, University Health, FASA, Volunteering and Enterprise 
Department, Students’ Union Welfare Advisor and Queen’s Sport. 
 
 

Holylands Hub 
 
I was very excited to attend the Holylands Hub events on the 4th and 11th March and work 
with Belfast City Council, University of Ulster and other external operators, to encourage 
students living in the Holylands and the surrounding area to attend and enter into debate 
surrounding issues prevalent to them. The events were very well attended thanks to 
extensive promotion from our VP Community Sarah-Louise Baird. 
 
 

Northern Ireland School Visits 

I continued to work alongside Queen’s Communications and External Affairs department and 
my fellow sabbatical officer visiting local schools in Northern Ireland to discuss student life 
and living in the community. I believe this is a significant opportunity to educate and provide 
increase awareness of Student Union activities. These talks include advice on safety in the 
university and South Belfast area and the importance of the student experience during one’s 
time at Queen’s. Similarly to our Students’ Union induction presentations at the beginning of 
the academic year, I discuss my own experiences during my time at Queen’s and those of 
other students who have benefited and helped others through extra-curricular activities and 
volunteering. 
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National Student Survey 

I delivered further talks to final year students at the request of their schools informing them of 
the importance of The National Student Survey and encouraging them to fill it out promptly. 

 

 

 

Meetings Attended 

Meeting with Vice Chanchellor 

Meeting with Academic Affairs  

Meeting with Fahad Alawsi discussing Smile Campaign 

 

Other 

Attended GAA Festival Fitzgibbon Dinner 

 

 
 

 


