
 

Checking Landlords Out Campaign 
•! Myself, Damien and Seán have put considerable time 
working on the National Union of Students (NUS) Green 
Impact Review which is an extensive document that reviews 
essentially how 'green' our SU is.!
•! This year has been an exceptionally active year on 
environmental matters and we are aiming for the Gold 
standard.!
•! I have been liaising with Belfast City Council in regards 
to the piece of research carried out by myself in to the 1,514 
properties in the Holyland Area.!
•! Out of these 1,514 properties; 1217 (80%) were tenancy 
properties while 297 (20%) were other. Out of these 1217 
tenancy properties a shocking 550 (46%) were confirmed as 
unregistered on the Landlord Registration Scheme.!
•! I presented this research to Belfast City Council and as 
a result of this work - 165 advisory letters have been sent to 
landlords giving 14 days to get registered or face a £500 per 
property fine.!
•! The further 385 will require more work from Belfast 
City Council to trace the landlord and pursue them. I will be 
in regular contact to ensure all of these houses are pursued 
and eventually registered to ensure our fellow students are 
living in safe and regulated housing.!
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Meetings since April 
12th 
May be some that weren’t on 
my diary because they were 
organised last minute etc. 
Some events lasted hours/
days: !VEA Working Group Meeting 

Active Citizens Meet Up 

Green Impact Review 

Rebuild Sub-Group Meeting 

SU Council Meeting 

QUB RAG Apprentice 

Interfaith Event 

Music From The Movies RAG 
night 

SU Awards Judging 

Fossil Free QUB Meeting 

SU Awards Judging 

VEA Working Group  

Culture Day 

CultureFest Evening event 

QUB Dance Meeting 

Student Appointment 

Rebuild Sub-Group Meeting 

Disciplinary Accompaniment 
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•! More information on how to check etc. can be found 
on the QUBSU website at: http://www.qubsu.org/change/!
•! This work led to the uncovering of MLAs that had 
unregistered tenancy properties, as well as local Councillors. 
This led to extensive media coverage and the Council are now 
reviewing how Councillors declare interests.!
•! I am also meeting with a number of groups to help 
lobby around highlighting loopholes in tenancy laws which are 
affecting students.!!
Green Impact Review 
•! Myself, Damien and Seán have put considerable time 
working on the National Union of Students (NUS) Green 
Impact Review which is an extensive document that reviews 
essentially how 'green' our SU is.!
•! This year has been an exceptionally active year on 
environmental matters and we are aiming for the Gold 
standard.!!
Inter-Faith Event !•! Myself and Oisín worked with Bradley Allsop to 
develop an inter-faith event where people can come along to 
have discussions around, and learn more about, other faiths.!
•! The event was formatted as a dinner and was a great 
success with around 70 people attending and positive 
feedback. !
•! We are working with Bradley on a possibly follow up 
event of similar nature!!
Student Opportunities Fair !•! Organised a ‘Student Opportunities Fair’ towards the!
end of November which featured a number of stalls in the!
main SU foyer promoting extra-curricular opportunities for!
students that enhance the overall experience of being a!
student and make you more employable.!!
Bringing Activism Back to Queen's 
•! I organised a night of speeches entitled ‘Bringing!
Activism Back to Queen’s’ which featured influential activist!
QUB alum, which was a success with around 40 people there!
including the speakers who were: Pádraigín Drinan, Alex 
Kane, Tim Attwood, Fiona Kidd & Clare Bailey.!!!!!!
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Save Our Schools Planning 
Meeting 

NUS-USI conference 

SU Awards 

SnowSports Club Appointment 

Divestival 

Clubs & Societies Training 

Volunteer SU Meeting 

Education Awards 

VEA Working Group Meeting 

Mind Your Mood Board 
Meeting 

Student Appointment 

!
!
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RAG 
•! In my role as VP Community I am constitutionally the Treasurer of RAG and support the 
group in all they do. This is a pleasure as the group is fantastic – led by Hannah Bates this year as 
Chair.!
•! The RAG Pub Crawl at the start of the year passed off without a single complaint from 
residents, the PSNI, or the Council and raised around £11,000 for the RAG charities. I was a Team 
Leader on the night and led around 100 students from bar-to-bar.!
•! This year's RAG Week ran from Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February and featured a 
number of fun and exciting events such as a QUB RAG Take Me Out and an Irish Traditional Music 
Night. I played a key role in organising events.!
•! I organised the annual QUB Apprentice on Wednesday 13th April, with two teams competing 
who raised a total of £550 for RAG in a matter of hours.!
•! I also dealt with the administrative side of the RAG elections which ran in April and saw our 
2016/17 RAG Charities being elected.!!
Mind Your Mood 
•! I continue to sit on the Board of Mind Your Mood, the student led mental health campaign 
group. !
•! I have developed the Mind Your Mood website, and have also recorded the voiceover for a 
student mental health animated video focusing on Bipolar Disorder, working in conjunction with the 
charity Fixers UK! !
•! I helped organise a 'Love Your Body' fashion show which aimed to educate people on eating 
disorders, as well as making people feel good about themselves and of course to raise funds for charity 
– with £550 being raised.!
•! We are now planning student peer-led mental health workshops which will be in place for next 
year.!!
St. Patrick's Day Community Liaison 
•! There was a significant amount of work done in advance of St. Patrick's Day by myself and 
Community Affairs to try and mitigate the risk of disorder on the day.!
•! I also designed an advisory leaflet warning of the negative statistics of last year's St Patrick's 
Day such as arrests and University suspensions – which was distributed by the University to all houses 
in the local area.!
•! I walked around South Belfast in my SU jacket all day and spoke to many people on the day 
who were mainly not students, which was acknowledged in the mainstream media in comments made 
by Minister Stephen Farry. I offered stew vouchers to get people off the streets and in to the Students’ 
Union.!
•! There was considerable negative media attention attributed to students which was 
unfortunate. There will be review groups set up with all relevant parties to try and find a resolution 
before next year.!!
Community Living Talks & Film 
•! Over Fresher’s Fortnight, myself along with Dee Corbett and Emily Brough from QUB 
Community Affairs delivered around 30 half-hour talks to several thousand incoming first year 
students educating and informing students about living respectfully in the community. !
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•! There was also a Community Living film commissioned by QUB in which yours truly stars in 
and steals the show. This was played at the start of all of the talks and can be viewed at: http://bit.do/
communityfilm!
•! Further in the year this was extended to secondary schools around Northern Ireland along 
with Emily Brough and Dee Corbett from the Public Engagement Unit of the University.!
•! These talks have two aims; to warn students about the responsibilities they now have as adults 
to act respectfully and lawfully and the impact this can have on their course and future career path. 
They also aim to educate and inspire students about the vast array of amazing opportunities available 
at University for those who take the step forward and get in involved in the Queen's and wider 
community.!!
CultureFest 
•! Organised a night of cultural performances in the Students’ Union in a night called 
CultureFest. There was performances from the South Asian Students’ Society, the Aikido Society, the 
Indonesian Society, the Afro-Caribbean Society and also an Irish Ceili. There was free food offered on 
the night from around the world.!
•! There was also a food fair at Elmwood organised in conjunction with QUB Food & Drink 
which also featured a busker.!!
Fossil Free QUB 
•! I was heavily involved in the Fossil Free QUB campaign since taking post – a campaign started 
by our VP Campaigns & Communications Seán Fearon. !
•! I organised a ‘Divestment 101’ roundtable discussion which saw QUB Academics, NGO 
partner’s, students, and members of the public discussing what divestment is, what it means, and why 
it’s important.!
•! I have continued to be involved in the campaign and have picketed events, been involved in 
various means of protesting, and occupied meeting rooms.!
•! We've received considerable media coverage which is adding to the pressure mounting on 
Queen's. There will be more actions until QUB make a public statement to divest.!
• I attended the People's Climate Change rally on Sunday 29th with Fossil Free QUB banners, which 
were featured on BBC NI News along with an interview on BBC Good Morning Ulster radio.!
• Most importantly of course however was when we occupied the QUB Administration Building in 
December. We spent six days of our lives occupying a building to fight for what our students and 
wider society believe in.!!
Holyland Reunited 
•! A group of current, and former, residents of the Holyland area ‘reunited’ to carry out unique 
walking tours of the Holyland area for QUB students. The residents gave tours over Fresher’s 
Fornight, with each tour having 20-30 students taking part. !
•! The tours consisted of local anecdotes, personal stories, and also educational information such 
as how the area got its name. They were a great success and featured in local media such as the South 
Belfast News newspaper.!
•! In my personal time I am currently developing a website for the group to use to post storied 
and old pictures for people to educate themselves about the Holyland area’s history.!!!!
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Timebank 
•! I worked with Volunteer Now this year to create an online platform for a Timebank. The 
system was however unready until second semester which left inadequate opportunity to launch. !
•! My overall aim would be to have a system for the Queen’s Quarter that promotes students and 
members of the local community engaging with each other through using the Timebank. !
•! The proposal won funding of £270 from the Queen's Annual Fund 2016.!
•! I will be working to build a group of residents using the Timebank with a view to launching it 
to students as early as possible in the next academic year.!!
Community Representation 
I continue to represent the 23,000 students at Queen’s to the local South Belfast resident’s groups and 
Belfast City Council, sitting on numerous groups and committees and representing the student body 
of Queen’s and addressing concerns that any party may have. I have five meetings a month which last 
two!
•! South Belfast Roundtable!
•! LOB Consortium!!
•! LOBE Residents Group!
•! Holyland Residents Group!
•! Stranmillis Residents Group!
•! PACT Residents Group!
•! LORAG Strategic Networking Forum!
•! Wider University Area Mapping Exercise!!
QUB Off-Campus Discipline Review 
•! As per my manifesto for the newly elected role of Student Activities, I am Chairing a review 
group looking in to what the SU believes would constitute a fairer, more effective and lawful 
University disciplinary process.!

•! As part of this I am conducting extensive research to form a basis of the review, which 
includes aspects such as lengthy Freedom of Information Requests and also receiving!
advice from both statutory and non-statutory agencies.!
•! Council will be kept in the loop of this process and any developments which will be made. The 
safety and welfare of students is paramount to this review and is the basis of why it is being 
undertaken in the first place.!
•! I have received responses to two very extensive FOI requests relating to numerous aspects of 
the current QUB disciplinary process.!
•! I have met, and will continue to meet, a number of University and SU figures!
to discuss progressing the reform..!!!
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