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1.
Introduction
The Students’ Union has sought to identify all key areas for improvement of environmental performance and has a instigated a number of initiatives to give action to the Students’ Union Environmental Policy.

The current list of active initiatives is detailed in the Students’ Union Environmental Performance Plan.

This document highlights a methodical environmental evaluation that has taken place in the past six months in the Students’ Union and how action has been taken as a result to reduce the environmental impact of various Students’ Union’s environmental aspects.

2.
Review of Recycling in the Students’ Union Building (December 2009)

The Students’ Union re-formalised its recycling processes in January 2008. Prior to this date much of the recycling that took place happened on an ad-hoc basis. The building was provisioned with recycling bins in public spaces for paper, cans, plastic, cardboard and household waste. Paper recycling was already in place for office activities within the building. The Students’ Union disposed of waste via recycling skips and landfill.

In September 2008 mixed glass recycling was introduced in the Students’ Union Bars. This facility was previously unavailable in Northern Ireland. This resulted in 80& of all glass waste from the Students’ Union Bars being recycled.

These increased recycling facilities were supported by an information campaign and by increased signage within the Students’ Union.

In October 2009 battery and mobile phone recycling was introduced in the building for all students. Print cartridge recycling procedures were formalised for the entire building resulting in 100% recycling of print cartridges.

In December 2009 a word recycling facility was established with a local environmental enterprise to minimise the amount of wood that the Students’ Union sends to landfill.


In December 2009 the Students’ Union Retail and Premises Manager performed an internal review of recycling performance within the Students’ Union building. 

It was found that the current recycling provision within the Students’ Union for paper, plastic, cans, glass and household waste were often full. The number of recycling bins has been doubled and spread more widely throughout the building. ‘Recycling points’ have been created in the building for staff to deposit items.

It was identified that some commercial partners within the building were not making optimal use of recycling facilities and were utilising a communal landfill skip. Waste from commercial partners in the building is now separated waste generated by each partner can be identified. This waste is separated for recycling and landfill as appropriate. Commercial partners are charged now for this service based on usage, with a greater cost associated with landfill.

Students’ Union Bars glass recycling was found to be at 80% of total glass waste produced with the remainder not being separated before landfill. Additional glass separation units have been provided and the Students’ Union Bars no longer use the general waste skip for glass, resulting in 100% glass recycling.
In December 2009 the general landfill skip facility was removed from the Students’ Union and replaced by separate bins for each business unit, with each unit charged according to usage.

The Retail and Premises manager has reported that approximately 75% of waste generated in the Students’ Union is now recycled.

The following table outlines the approximate increase in recycling levels since the January 2007.

	
	Jan-Dec 2007
	Jan-Dec 2008
	2009
	2010 (Forecast)

	Glass Recycled
	0
	25 Tonnes
	52 Tonnes
	65 Tonnes

	Card/Plastic/Paper Recycled
	0
	12 Tonnes
	18 Tonnes
	40 Tonnes

	Percentage of Waste in Landfill
	100%
	75%
	50%
	25%
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