
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
List of Applicable Environmental Legislation – 16th December 2011

Queen’s Students’ Union is committed to contantly updating and improving on its environmental performance. To this end, we have adopted Queen’s University Belfast’s list of applicable environmental legislation. This is updated every 12 months to take into account new environmental legislation.

	Index
	Legislation/Regulations
	Date
	Summary
	Document

	1.0 General Environmental Management

	1.1
	ISO 14001 Environmental Management Systems - Specification with Guidance for Use
	1996
	This International Standard specifies requirements for an environmental management system to enable an organisation to formulate a policy and objectives, taking into account legislative requirements and information about significant environmental impacts. It applies to those environmental aspects which the company can control and over which it can be expected to have an influence. It does not state environmental performance criteria.
	European

	1.2
	ISO14004 Guidelines for Environmental Management Systems - General Principles
	1996
	These are guidelines to assist the understanding of the ISO 14001 Standard
	European

	1.3
	ISO14001 Environmental Management Systems- Requirements with guidance for use
	2004
	Revisions to original 1996 ISO14001
	European

	1.4
	ISO14004 Environmental Management Systems- General guidelines on principles, systems and supporting techniques
	2004
	Revisions to original 1996 ISO14004
	European


	Index
	Legislation/Regulations
	Date
	Summary
	Document

	2.0 EMISSIONS TO AIR

	2.1
	Clean Air (NI) Order
	1981
	This Order provides a comprehensive control mechanism for the protection of the environment from smoke, dust and fumes and repeals the Clean Air Act (Northern Ireland) 1964 and its amendments.
	Northern Ireland

	2.2
	Road Traffic (NI) Order
	1981
	This governs the emission of pollutants from road vehicles, and includes standards emanating from the EU. Queen’s has all its vehicles regularly serviced.
	Northern Ireland

	2.3
	Clean Air Act
	1993
	Emission of dark smoke, black smoke, grit and dust.
	Northern Ireland

	2.4
	Environmental Protection (Controls on Ozone-Depleting Substances) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003 SR 97
	2003
	· take steps to prevent, minimise and repair leaks

· recover ODS during servicing, 

· maintenance and at the end of the equipment’s life

· use a qualified person to service and decommission the

equipment

· transport ODS in refillable containers
· label containers as reclaimed ODS, with the batch number and the source of the ODS.
	Northern Ireland

	2.5
	Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009 SR 184
	
	If you own or operate stationary refrigeration or air-conditioning equipment that contains F-gases you must :

· make every effort to prevent, minimise and repair leaks

· use appropriately trained personnel to carry out installation, servicing and maintenance
· recover F-gases during servicing, maintenance and at the end of the equipment’s life.

If your stationary refrigeration and air-conditioning system contains 3kg or more of F-gases, or 6kg or more if it is labelled as hermetically sealed, you must:

· test for leaks at least once a year

· keep records about your equipment, including service history.
	Northern Ireland


	Index
	Legislation/Regulations
	Date
	Summary
	Document

	3.0 EMISSIONS TO WATER

	3.1
	Water Order
	1999
	This will repeal and re-enact with amendments the Water Act 1972. The main amendments will include modifications to discharge consents and will give more power to the DoE(NI) and DANI to carry out anti-pollution works
	Northern Ireland

	3.2
	Water Act (Northern Ireland)
	1972
	It makes it an offence to discharge poisonous, noxious or polluting matter into a waterway or underground strata except in accordance with a discharge consent. The Act also provides the DoE (NI) with the power to promote conservation and the cleanliness of water resources.
	Northern Ireland

	3.3
	Groundwater Regulations
	1998
	Re: 80/68/EEC These regulations are intended to prevent careless use and disposal of substances that could pollute groundwater. DOE (NI) are under an obligation to take necessary steps in accordance with the ground water directive to prevent the introduction of List 1 substances into ground water. 
	Northern Ireland

	3.4
	Groundwater Regulations
	2009
	Introduces classification systems in line with EU developments, makes it an offence to discharge listed substances without an authorisation, controls issuing and reviews of authorisations and consents. Covers enforcement, codes of practice and penalties. 

	Northern Ireland

	3.5


	Water and Sewerage Services Order
	2006
	Establishes government-owned companies' obligations for water supply, drinking water quality, trade effluent and sewage disposal, water and sewerage charges and customer service.

The regulations require that in order to discharge trade effluent from any trade premises into a public sewer an application for consent to discharge trade effluent should be made. 


	Northern Ireland


	Index
	Legislation/Regulations
	Date
	Summary
	Document

	4.0 WASTE

	4.1
	Waste & Contaminated Land Order
	1997
	Updates Pollution Control and Local Government (NI) Order 1978.  Key elements include an overhaul of the waste licensing system, new control over licence holders, introduction of “Duty of Care”, Licensing control of waste carriers and provisions to deal with contaminated land. To provide an effective system of controls which will encourage sustainable waste management in NI and enable compliance with European Commission requirements. All persons who produce or handle controlled waste to exercise responsibility and care. The University ensures that all waste disposal is carried out in a controlled and legally-compliant manner.


	Northern Ireland

	4.2
	The Pollution Control and Local Government (NI) Order
	1978
	It is an offence to dispose of controlled waste without a licence. The provisions of the Order have been almost entirely revoked.


	Northern Ireland

	4.4
	Controlled Waste (Duty of Care) Regulations (NI) 2002
	2002
	Article 5 of the waste & contaminated land (NI) order 1997 introduces a new statutory duty of care on persons concerned with controlled waste. Draft regulations issued Nov 2001 for consultation period to 31st Jan 2002.  
	Northern Ireland

	4.5
	Environmental Protection (Control of Ozone Depleting Substances) Regulations (NI) 2003
	2003
	Places a requirement of users of products containing Ozone Depleting Substances (e.g. refrigeration units) to ensure that ODS is removed before a unit is disposed of 
	Northern Ireland

	4.6
	Hazardous Waste Regulations (Northern Ireland)
	2005
	Replaced the Special Waste Regulations 1998.  Outlines certain types of waste which are regarded as hazardous and subject to additional controls. Places duty on producers, disposers and importers of hazardous waste to prenotify the EHS prior to its removal and records of all transfers. The University ensures that all waste streams within this category are disposed of in the appropriate manner.  The term ‘Special Waste’ replaced with ‘Hazardous Waste’.

  
	Northern Ireland

	4.7
	Controlled Waste (Registration of Carriers and Seizure of Vehicles) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 


	1999
	Places an obligation on waste contractors to register as a waste carrier with the EHS
	Northern Ireland

	4.8
	The List of Wastes Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2005


	2005
	connected with the regulation of waste and hazardous waste, and in particular for the purposes of—
(a) the determination of whether a material or substance is a waste or a hazardous waste, as the case may be;
(b) the classification and coding of wastes and hazardous waste,


	Northern Ireland

	4.9
	The Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Regulations 

	2006
	As well as making producers of EEE responsible for recovery and recycling, there are also some obligations for business users of EEE, when the equipment they are using comes to the end of its life.  These came fully into effect on 01 July 2007.
	Northern Ireland

	4.10
	The Control of Asbestos Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
	2007
	Place a requirement on organisations generating asbestos waste to ensure that it is disposed of as per best proactive and the Haz waster regulations in 4.5 previous
	Northern Ireland

	4.11


	Landfill Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003
	2003
	Restrict the types of waste which can be disposed off to landfill e.g. tyres.  Place a requirement on the waste producer to pre-treat waste prior to disposing it to landfill e.g. segregate, 


	Northern Ireland

	4.12
	Waste Management Licensing Regulations 
	2003
	Covers applications for waste management licenses, which authorise the deposit, disposal and treatment of controlled waste. Includes conditions on the use of certain mobile plant.
	Northern Ireland

	4.13
	The Environmental Liability (Prevention and Remediation)

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009
	2009
	The regulations force polluters to prevent and remedy environmental damage that they have caused - the 'polluter pays' principle. If an organization carry out an activity that causes environmental damage they will have to remedy the damage. If there is a risk of damage from an organization’s activities, you must prevent such damage occurring.

The regulations do not apply to environmental damage caused before the regulations came into force.

Under the regulations, environmental damage is defined as:

· serious damage to surface or ground water

· contamination of land where there is a significant risk to human health 

· serious damage to EU protected natural habitats and species or damage to  Areas of Special Scientific Interest (ASSIs) 


	Northern Ireland

	
	Waste Batteries and Accumulators Regulations 2009
	
	Places requirements on collecting, treating and recycling waste batteries and accumulators, through the. 

As a Battery User the University will be:
• encouraged to separate their waste batteries to help treatment and recycling
• informed about collection and recycling schemes available.
	Northern Ireland
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	5.0 NOISE & NUISANCE

	5.1
	Noise Act
	1996
	This deals with excessive noise from domestic premises at night i.e 11pm-7am and a new procedure for local authorities to confiscate noisy equipment

Section 10 of Noise Act 1996 introduces a new procedure for local authorities to seize noisy equipment, both in relation to statutory nuisance offences under the EPA 1990 and night offences under the 1996 Act.
	Northern Ireland

	5.2
	Noise at Work Regulations
	1990
	Places an onus on employers to reduce employees’ exposure to noise at work to the lowest practicable level in order to protect workers from the risks associated with exposure.
	Northern Ireland

	5.3
	The Noise Emission in the Environment by Equipment for use Outdoors Regulations
	2001
	Aims to reduce noise levels for equipment used outdoors in order to protect human health and the environment
	UK

	5.4
	Public Health Act
	1878
	Defines nuisances, documents abatement notices and procedures
	UK

	5.5
	Noise and Statutory Nuisance Act 1993
	1993
	Sets out controls for dealing with noise and nuisance abatement.
	UK

	5.6
	Pollution Control and Local Government (NI) Order 
	1978
	Includes provisions for the control of noise from construction sites
	Northern Ireland


Planning

Legislation to control the development of land in N.I came into existence some years later than in England and Wales and when it did, the NI legislation followed its English counterpart to a greater or a lesser degree. In England and Wales the first Planning Act has been the Housing, Town Planning Act 1909 which introduced the “Planning Scheme”. This became the central feature of the NI legislation introduced in 1931. Regulations that followed this act led to another main legislative provision controlling planning until the substantial reorganisation effected in 1972.

The NI planning system was established by the Planning (NI) Order 1972. Subsequent amendments of the 1972 Order led to the adoption of the Planning (NI) Order 1991 which consolidates the legislative provisions governing planning control in NI.  Planning in NI is dealt with by the DOE (NI) Planning Service.

	Index
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	6.0 PLANNING/ CONSTRUCTION

	6.1
	Planning (General Development) Order
	1993
	This lays down procedures for making applications for planning permission, often described as “Permitted Development”
	Northern Ireland

	6.2
	Planning (NI) Order
	1991
	Consolidates the legislative provisions governing planning control in NI
	Northern Ireland

	6.3
	Building Regulations (NI)
	2000
	Ensures common high standards in building construction.  Regulations are sub-divided into Parts.  Part F deals with the conservation of fuel and power and Part L Heat Producing Appliances and LPG installations
	Northern Ireland

	6.4
	Building (Amendment) Regulations (NI)
	2006
	Parts F & L are amended with the aim of raising energy performance standards in buildings.  There are also new requirements for the protection of liquid fuel storage and protection against pollution.
	Northern Ireland

	6.5
	The Energy Performance of Buildings (Certificates and Inspections) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2008
	2008
	The University is required to display Display Energy Certificates (DECs) following assessment of energy performance for all buildings over 1000m2.  Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) are also required for buildings either being constructed, sold or rented.  Both DECs and EPCs must be completed by a qualified Assessor
	Northern Ireland

	6.6 
	The CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme (CRC),
	
	The Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme (CRC) is a new mandatory emissions trading scheme starting in April 2010. It targets large public and private sector organisations and is intended to have a significant impact on reducing UK carbon dioxide emissions.

Anyone participating in this scheme must monitor energy use and report on their equivalent carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and then purchase allowances, sold by Government, to cover these emissions each year. If you do not meet your legal obligations under CRC you may be fined.
Applies to organization in NI whose 70 kVA electricity use is above 600 MWh in 2008.  University will have to trade carbon allowances and cut carbon emissions
	Northern Ireland
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	7.0  Pending Legislation

	7.1
	Control of Pollution (Oil Storage) (England) Regulations 2001
	
	Applies to industrial sites storing more than 200 litres of oil.  They are intended to help reduce pollution caused by inadequate storage of oil in fixed tank installations.  In summary, all tanks and ancillary equipment should be situated within an oil tight secondary containment system, which must provide storage of at least 110% of the tank’s maximum capacity.
	England

	7.2
	The Site Waste Management Plans Regulations 2008
	
	Following consultation, regulations currently in place in England only.  A SWMP must be in place for all new construction projects worth more than £300k
	England
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	8.0  Other Requirements

	8.1
	University Travel Plan


	2005-2010
	The objective of the Travel Plan is to reduce the impact of University related traffic on the environment by encouraging travel to the University by sustainable transport modes
	Queen’s University Belfast

	8.2
	Environmental Association of Universities and Colleges (EAUC)
	From 2004
	The University is a member of the EAUC, the EAUC is the environmental and sustainability champion within Further and Higher Education in the UK.  Delegates from the University attend seminars etc on best practice and pending legislation, and also consult with guidelines produced by the organisation.
	EAUC

	8.3
	University Carbon Management Plan
	2009 onwards
	The objective of the carbon management plan is to reduce carbon emissions from the University through the implementation of a number of carbon specific carbon management plans. 
	Queen’s University Belfast

	8.4
	QUB Sustainable Design Brief
	2009 onward


	Details sustainable design requirements for the QUB Estate to be applied to all refurbishments and new builds. 
	Queen’s University Belfast


