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Recycling Initiatives
1
Context

Recycling initiatives within the Students’ Union have traditionally been coordinated by the Union’s Area Safety Committee, chaired by the General Manager.

It was previously agreed by the Students’ Union Area Safety Committee that a working group, chaired by Rod Martin (Entertainments Manager) and containing Paula McCurdy (Commercial Services Manager), Denis Monaghan (Bars Manager) and the Vice President Welfare, would be tasked with producing an action plan to deal with the many issues associated with the Goods Yard, including the need to develop recycling facilities at this site.  Mr Hughes has indicated that financial support from the Director of Student Plus will be sought for those proposed initiatives with a cost implication.
It has been previously noted that the Estates Department has a cardboard compactor, but will not collect cardboard from the Students’ Union for recycling, even though they collect from the Medical Biology Centre.
2
Current Position
The Students’ Union Area Safety Committee met on 6 July 2007, and the following has been noted and/or agreed:

2.1 Mr Martin, Mr Monaghan and Mrs McCurdy met with Adrian Davis (the University’s Environmental Manager, based in the Estates Department) on 29 May 2007, in order to discuss the current position.
2.2 It was noted that Kosmos, a company that had previously indicated that they would be prepared to remove large quantities of mixed glass from the Students’ Union for recycling, had regrettably indicated that they would now be unable to offer this provision.

2.3 The feasibility (including cost implications) of sifting and separating glass waste from the bars will be investigated.
2.4 There will also be a charge made by the recycling company for removing the glass after it has been separated.  This cost will have to be factored in.

2.5 A cardboard baler may be purchased for the Goods Yard and the current cost of such a facility is approximately £4.5k.  A dedicated power supply would need to be provided, staff would need to be fully trained, a specific and safe location identified, and ongoing costs associated with this venture would need to be identified.

2.6 If the Students’ Union is serious about recycling, a specific and recurrent expenditure budget will need to be identified and sourced.  Some costs associated with recycling initiatives can be offset by income from cardboard recycling and skip hire savings arising from the production of less non-recyclable waste.
2.7 Our staff are infrequently flattening cardboard boxes prior to depositing them in the skips.  A failure to crush cardboard boxes increases the number of skips required per annum.  Landfill costs, and subsequently skip hire costs, are set to rise significantly in the near future.

2.8 A significant saving has been achieved by the Students’ Union by changing skip suppliers from Wastebeater to Wilson Recycling – a saving of approximately £13k for the 2006-07 financial year is predicted.
2.9 Does the University have a ‘green budget’?  This is a matter that the student officers are well placed to investigate and, if appropriate, to campaign on.
2.10 There are many financial costs associated with turning the Goods Yard into a fully-fledged recycling centre, similar to that sited at CastleCourt – set-up costs, extension of loading bay, new compactors, new access barrier at entrance to the Goods Yard, new intercom at the barrier, resurfacing of the Goods Yard, signage, CCTV coverage, lighting, staffing and/or janitorial costs, training etc.

It has been agreed that the Goods Yard Working Group shall bring forward a proposal paper to the next meeting of the Students’ Union Area Safety Committee on 5 September 2007, with a view to taking a funding request to the next meeting of the Students’ Union Redevelopment Implementation Group on 26 September 2007.
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