QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST

Students’ Union
_____________________________

Minutes
18th February 2008
Students’ Union Council
Environment Committee
In attendance:

Joseph Corina (JC)

Susan Kearney (SK)

Connal Hughes (CH)

Jeremy Bennett  (JB) 

Apologies:

1. Minutes of Previous Meeting

It was noted that there were none.

2. Election of Positions

Chairman: There was one Nomination: Connal Hughes

CH was declared the chair.

Secretary: There was one Nomination: Jeremy Bennett

JB was declared the Secretary

3. Communications
The group talked about their motivations for joining the committee and the ideas they were bringing to the table.  JC remarked on the obvious number of lights left in all Queens buildings almost nightly.  JB discussed the price of public transport and transport in and around Queens. CH mentioned the lack of publicity of QUB Travelshare programme received.
The recycling bins in the Students Union were discussed also. SK and JC said nobody had come to their lectures to discuss their introduction. CH talked about the plans to implement recycling in the Students Union Commercial activities which appeared to be stalling.  

JC and JB discussed the situation at Halls as regards recycling and the unused space which could be used to plant trees.

4. Questions
The committee was unsure was the current state and success of initiatives such as the recycling bins in the Union and PFC. 

The committee also needed to be informed of any other related activities underway which would be related to the work of the committee. This would allow them to do their work more efficiently, avoiding duplication and partake in any activities they were interested in supporting as a committee.  
The committee was unsure whether they would have any budget to work with to launch, to publicise events or if it was allowed to generate income.

5.Terms of Reference
After a discussion it was agreed that the committee’s terms of reference would be as on the proposed Committee document but with the addition:

· 3.5 To examine the impact of Queens University, its operations, its students and staff on the greater community at large, including but not limited to the immediate geographical area in South Belfast. 
6.  Frequency of meetings
It was agreed that the committee would be meeting as often as possible, presumably once per month during term time. 

7. Any Other Business
JB suggested he look at the situation at Halls currently in regards to recycling areas and provisions.

CH resolved to contact the  Deputy President about coming to the next meeting or obtaining the information that the Committee needs to best carry out its work regarding current situation in the University. 

8. Date of next meeting

Monday March 3rd 6.30pm.

Common Grounds Coffee Shop. 
