Environmental Committee 2008-2009

Mark McCormick, Roxanna Snooke, Jonathan Clarke, Elizabeth Keatley

Apologies for having no official minutes, but on both occasions of meeting only Mark and Roxanna attended, so meetings were more an informal discussion of ideas.

Summary of meetings on 17th December 2008 and 10th February 2009.

 

Ideas discussed:
· Energy Conservation on Campus. Computers in the libraries are left on over night and if these were switched off at closing hours the energy saved would be quite substantial. Can this be done automatically with some sort of timer?

· In February there will be a Green Day Of Action which we have been asked to help out with.

· Ask for updates on the recycling initiatives of the Students Union to see how successful the initiative has been.

· Invites to Environmental groups to set up stalls in the SU Foyer as a means to speak to students and provide environmental education/advice.

· Encourage Bike use amongst students - Show the prices that an average student would spend on bus fares and then show how much they could save with a bike. 
· An Environmental Advice page on the SU website could be helpful to both inform about recycling facilities and also provide tips and advice suitable for students how to save energy & money, possibly about other environmental issues as well eg buying environmentally friendly products.
· There is general uncertainty about what QUB does and doesn’t recycle, perhaps information and figures / targets for recycling could be displayed on the QUB or SU website to help inform and motivate people to recycle.
· Does QUB recycle printer cartridges, in computer rooms and in various departments/offices?

· Create a facility in the SU to recycle old mobile phones, have a phone amnesty week and encourage everyone to bring their old phones, perhaps pay them for all phones (there are 2 websites that will give you money for old phones (www.environfone.com and www.mazumamobile.com) *Have noticed there are now bins for recycling phones in the SU*
 
Potential Questions

1. Speaking on behalf of the Environment Committee we acknowledge the effort and progress that has been made by the Students Union in implementing recycling throughout campus. Could the SU provide Councillors with figures on how successful this initiative has been at reducing waste by answering the following;
- Are bins containing incorrect waste discarded or sorted?
- How many bins are contaminated per collection?
- Can the SU approxiamate how much waste has been saved?
- What are the Student Unions future plans to develop the recycling on campus further?

 

 

2. Speaking on behalf of the Environment Committee we would assume that the Students Union wishes to encourage cycling amongst students and staff. However cycling does not seem to be as popular among students as it could be and we believe one reason is due to inadequate security provided by university facilities. Recently their have been several incidents were students bikes have been stolen especially around the MBC. Is there any way to make the bike racks more secure? Following the recent thefts is there any compensation or legal advice/support for students whos bikes have been stolen? 

 

Recent (Feb-March 2009) Example for Councillors and Sabbatical Officers of bike theft - A bike was stolen from the David Keir Building between 8am and 1pm (broad daylight). The Police were reluctant to chase the case, claiming that no CCTV cameras are on that area. Clearly this is sending the wrong message to thieves. Will the Students Union seek to improve the security of these areas for students and pressure the police to take these cases seriously?

 

 

Potential Motions
 

1. Library Energy Saving
Currently at the end of each day in the main library computers are left on all night. Printers and Photocopiers are also left on. The Students Union should work with IT Services and Library management to reduce energy consumption and the Universities Carbon Footprint by implementing a daily routine to shut-down all computers, printers and photocopiers at the end of each day. 

