ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
Our Students’ Union has done, and will continue in the future play a significant role in actively improving our environmental status. In 2008 we entered the National Union of Students (NUS) Sound Environmental Impact awards, which is an environmental accreditation scheme specifically for Students Unions. The purpose of this awards scheme was to encourage and reward environmental best practice and provide practical action which helps reduce the negative impacts that some institutions have on the environment. QUB Students’ Union is therefore committed to help conserve the environment in every way we can. Therefore, as employees of the Students’ Union, you have committed yourself to work for an environmentally minded institution. Please ensure that you are familiar with our activities and that you use the recycling facilities whenever possible
 
Recycling at Queen’s Students’ Union
· Batteries and mobile phones can be recycled in the area adjacent to the ground floor reception.
· Paper, plastics and cans can all be recycled by members of the public using the recycling stations on each level of the Students’ Union.
· All work areas have similar facilities – make sure these are used appropriately.
· The large blue recycling skip in the goods yard is for flattened card board only.
· Plastics and cans are kept separate for collection.
· Glass bins in the goods yard are used by the Students’ Union bars.

Energy Saving at Queen’s Students’ Union
· If a room is empty, turn the lights off.
· Use natural light by windows.
· Keep external doors closed to reduce heat loss.
· The key to success is that we all take responsibility for our own recycling and focus on the impact our actions may have on the environment around us.
· Each department will have its own set of energy saving action points. These will be addressed to you in the first few weeks in your new position and spot checks will be issued to those sectors within the Students’ Union that are under performing. These actions points are as simple as switching off lights behind the bars and fridge lights in shop. 

If you have any questions or queries about recycling and /or environmental issues in any sector of the SU, please contact your line managers.

GREEN IMPACT AWARDS 2010 (Formerly the NUS SOUND IMPACT AWARDS pre-2010) 
The Green Impact Awards is an environmental accreditation scheme with an awards element designed specifically for Students’ Unions. The scheme seeks to encourage, nurture, reward and celebrate good practice in Students’ Unions.

Queen's Students' Union is taking part in this scheme and we are currently at the ‘Bronze’ level of the award scheme. All the environmental policies and procedures that you will encounter during your time at the Students’ Union are working towards lessening our impact on the local and world environment and therefore work towards ‘Silver’ accreditation from the Green Impact Awards in the not so distant future. 
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