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QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
FILENOTE

A Meeting of the STUDENTS’ UNION RECYCLING TASK GROUP

held on 2 December 2003 in the Anne Maguire Room, Students’ Union.



Present:


Mr D Doherty (Chair)





Ms M McCloskey





Mrs P McCurdy





Mr D Monaghan

Ms C Vint

Ms L Wallace

In Attendance:


Mr T Fox





Mr S Welch

1.
APOLOGIES

No apologies were received.

2.
CURRENT UNIVERSITY INITIATIVES  

Mr Welch reported that the University’s Forum for the Future Committee (which reports to the Vice-Chancellor’s Committee) is scheduled to meet within the next month.  The Task Group has previously noted that this Committee is responsible for producing policies and strategies with regard to environmental issues, such as sustainability for the future.

Mr Welch further reported that the University intends to recruit an Environmental Manager at the beginning of 2004.

3.
DISPOSAL OF WASTEPAPER FROM OFFICE ENVIRONMENTS


Ms Wallace tabled a paper (SURTG/P/03/1) for information.

The Task Group noted that the recyclable waste that is currently generated within the 2nd Floor Reception is paper, cardboard and printer cartridges.  The following points were also noted:

♦
virtually all of the waste paper currently being produced is being sent for recycling.

♦
cardboard boxes are not presently being recycled and are being disposed of by putting them in the Students’ Union’s skips in the Goods Yard.
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3.
DISPOSAL OF WASTEPAPER FROM OFFICE ENVIRONMENTS 







(continued)

♦
waste paper trays have been purchased and have been offered to all staff who wish to make use of them.

♦
all clerical staff in the Students’ Union are currently using waste paper trays, in conjunction with the waste paper sacks that are collected by Wilson Waste Management Ltd. on a weekly basis.

♦
the items that can be placed in the Wilson recycling sacks are post-it notes, envelopes (including envelopes with windows), paper (with paper clips attached), newspapers and general office paper.

♦
in relation to printer cartridges, Hewlett Packard operate a simple recycling scheme whereby empty cartridges are returned to them without charge.  The staff in the 2nd Floor Reception in the Students’ Union are currently participating in this scheme.

♦
the only type of paper-based materials that Wilson Waste Management Ltd. do not currently recycle are cardboard, glossy magazines, glossy brochures and yellow pages directories.

Mr Welch reported that, in relation to the disposal of printer cartridges, the University’s Information Services department will recycle these materials on a charity-based basis.  It was agreed that Ms Wallace would arrange for the provision of envelopes within which such cartridges might be stored for recycling purposes.

Mr Welch stated that he has paid a site visit to Wilson’s at Limestone Road and he declared that he is very impressed with the operation.  He further stated that, under forthcoming tendering procedures, it is most likely that the costs associated with recycling initiatives on campus will significantly increase.

4.
DISPOSAL OF GLASS PRODUCTS

In response to an enquiry from Mr Doherty, Mr Welch reported that there has been no significant progress regarding the proposed establishment by Belfast City Council of two bottle banks at the Students’ Union.

The Task Group has previously noted that the two banks will be double-size Eurobins, linked together and bolted to the ground, and that Belfast City Council shall be responsible for the collection and emptying of the recycling facilities, which will be colour-coded by glass colour.

Mr Monaghan reported that he met with Stephen Mathers (Kosmos Glass Recycling Ltd) on 18 November 2003, and he tabled a paper (SURTG/P/03/2) for information purposes.
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4.
DISPOSAL OF GLASS PRODUCTS (continued)

The Task Group noted the following points:

♦
the volume of non-returnable bottles (NRBs) has increased dramatically in recent years, as drinking trends have changed from draught to bottled products.

♦
during October 2003, the total number of NRBs sold in the Students’ Union’s bars was 35,600 (equivalent to 8.9 tonnes) and the cost of waste disposal during the same period was £985.

♦
current legislation (the Producer Responsibility Obligations Regulations (NI) 1999) requires a business with a turnover in excess of £2,000,000, and handling greater than 50 tonnes of packaging or packaging material, to provide evidence that certain packaging waste materials have been collected for recycling.

This must be done in the form of a Packaging Recovery Note (PRN) from an accredited recycling company.  The cost of registration to the scheme and the purchase of PRNs is approximately £5,000.

The above Regulations do not currently apply to the University as it is a registered charity and is classified as a non-profit making organisation, but it is the view of the Task Group that the Students’ Union should be embracing best practice as opposed to simply responding to binding legislation. 

♦
Kosmos Recycling Ltd. has indicated that it can remove all glass on a mixed-glass, no separation basis, with a fee of £10 per collection (fixed for three years).

The Students’ Union would purchase a quantity of 1100 litre recycling bins at £197 each, and Kosmos will provide PRNs as required.  Mr Monaghan suggested that an initial purchase of three bins would be appropriate.

♦
Enviros Waste Consultants and the Federation of Licensed Retail Trade have endorsed Kosmos Recycling Ltd. as offering the best ‘value for money’ solution to the problem of glass recycling in Northern Ireland.

Mr Monaghan further noted that Kosmos intends to introduce paper recycling 

in the future and it was agreed that developments in this area would be

monitored.

It was further agreed that Mr Monaghan would meet again with Kosmos in order to address those safety concerns associated with the transfer of empty bottles from the bars’ wheeled skips to the recycling bins.  Mr Monaghan stated that he would also provide a cost analysis of the venture over the next three years, as opposed to the continued hire of skips.
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4.
DISPOSAL OF GLASS PRODUCTS (continued)

The Task Group noted that the cost of purchasing a glass-crushing machine from Kosmos would be approximately £5,000.  The Task Group further noted that the following health and safety considerations would have to be fully assessed in advance of implementing the proposed initiative:

♦
will the Students’ Union be required to construct a raised bay or plinth structure to accommodate the recycling bins?

♦
the current lack of security with regard to pedestrian access to the Goods Yard may render it an unsuitable site for crushing machinery.

♦
manual handling training and the provision of safety equipment such as gloves, goggles etc. will be required.

♦
there will be a certain level of noise associated with this venture and objections may be raised by the residents of Fitzwilliam Street.

5.
COMMERCIAL SERVICES AND TENANT TRADERS


Mrs McCurdy reported that, in common with the clerical staff based in the 2nd Floor Reception, much of the waste generated by the commercial service activities of the Students’ Union tends to be cardboard, paper and plastic packaging.

She stated that she has written to the tenant traders regarding recycling initiatives but has received no written responses to date.  She further stated that she is aware that the Bank of Ireland has arrangements whereby their confidential waste is removed for shredding.  

It was Mrs McCurdy’s view that the tenant traders may be disposing of waste in the Students’ Union’s skips, at no cost to themselves.

The Task Group noted that European directives regarding the disposal of equipment (including packaging) would come into effect during 2004 and could significantly affect the tenant traders, particularly Campus Computers.

It was agreed that Mrs McCurdy would liaise with Siobhan Corr (Estates Office) regarding the tenant traders’ lease arrangements, in order to ascertain whether or not there is any provision for waste disposal therein.  It was further agreed that any future commercial franchises should incorporate environmentally friendly initiatives with regard to waste disposal.

6.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Students’ Union Recycling Task Group would take place on Thursday 22 January 2004.


DOMINIC DOHERTY

Chair

Students’ Union Recycling Task Group  

