QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST
Students’ Union Council

Report of the Environmental Committee

17th November 2009

The committee met on Thursday 12th November.
Those in attendance were: Colin Sloan, Mark Wallace, Shane Brogan, Paul Courtney, Gareth McGreevy, Nathan Anderson, Damien Corridan.

Apologies were received from: Neil Halliday, Cai Kai.

Shane gave an overview of the role of the committee and of the sabbatical officers concerned.

Colin Sloan was proposed as Chair of the committee, and was deemed elected.
Mark Wallace was nominated as Secretary.

It was suggested that several members of the QUB Greens be co-opted onto the committee.

Paul stressed the need to promote energy efficiency on campus and that the focus of this should be on freshers. He is keen for the committee to help out in future campaigns, such as the second ‘Green Week’ to be held in the second semester. He is happy for the committee to suggest tasks for the officers to work on.
Damien said that there should be three main areas of environmental focus in the university: making changes in the institution, changes in the SU and changes in the students themselves.

Shane said that the main environmental focus in Queen’s to date had been recycling, and that it was now time to promote energy efficiency. He suggested that the committee should aim for a few achievable “small victories” this year.
On the issue of saving energy, Shane said that it should be possible to meet with Nigel Macartney and Lorraine Meneilly to discuss areas of the SU where lights are unnecessarily kept on.
Nathan asked if it would be possible to install motion sensors in certain areas of the SU. Paul said that this would be difficult in large areas such as The Space but in smaller areas, such as Club Rooms, it should be possible.

It was agreed that members of the committee join the Students’ Union Carbon Management Working Group.

Paul suggested setting up a SU Environmental Facebook group, to which all on the QUB network should be invited to join to raise awareness.
Gareth reported on the largely successful ‘Green Week’ and that a similar event is planned for later in the year.

It was agreed that the next meeting of the committee should be held within a couple of weeks in order to get activities underway, including a late-night walkabout in the SU to identify areas of energy wastage.

MARK WALLACE, Secretary
