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Students’ Union Council 
5 December 2013 

 
 

Report of the Vice President Welfare 
 
 

This is my second report to the Student Council for the academic year 2012/13. 
 
Given the relatively short space between this Council meeting and the previous statutory 
meeting on the 19th November, the following report will be much briefer than the last. 
  
If any councillor or student requires any additional information, I am more than happy to 
discuss any element of the report further. Please feel free to email me at 
su.vpwelfare@qub.ac.uk, phone me on 02890971002, or call into the sabbatical office. 
 
As this is the last time we will meet before Christmas, I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy new year. I will hopefully see you all during 
the ‘Are Ye Well?’ library sessions.  I would also like you all to keep your fingers crossed that 
santa delivers my Playstation 4 and FIFA 14 for Christmas. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
Tiernan 
 

 

  

 

Advice, Representation & Individual Counsel of Students 
  
   
Due to the nature of my post the vast majority of my time is taken up by the day-to-day 
representation and provision of advice to students.  
  
I continue to represent students at disciplinary hearings. This generally entails creating a 
case file for the student(s), educating them on the disciplinary process and the possible 
outcomes of a disciplinary hearing, helping them prepare a robust and accurate defence 
statement, and representing them at the disciplinary hearing. The confidential nature of this 
element of my job restricts the amount of information that I can disclose in this report. 
  
As well as offering advice and representation to students surrounding issues relating to 
disciplinary proceedings, I have also dealt with a high amount of case work relating to 
accommodation advice. Issues surrounding accommodation tend to be varied; however, I 
have assisted students with queries relating to deposits that have been retained by 
landlords, issues with Belfast City Council and also unsatisfactory living conditions. Case 
work related to housing provides me with an opportunity to inform students of new schemes, 
such as, The Tenancy Deposit Scheme and helps to ensure that students are aware of their 
fundamental rights as tenants. 
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Student Union Education Initiative Audit 
 
As part of the first SUIE Audit to take place since 2010, the Student Officer team met with 
Antonia Frezza from Leed’s Students’ Union on the 18th November. Antonia was appointed 
as the independent auditor to carry out a review of the Students’ Union’s overall activities 
and engagement with students to assess whether Queen’s Students’ Union has progressed 
or regressed. The session involved the student officer team answering questions posed to 
us by the auditor.    
 
 

Green Fair 
 
Working alongside Rosie Barnett from QUB Estates, I organised a Green Fair to take place 
in the Students’ Union on Monday 18th November from 10.30am-14.00pm. 
 
The Green Fair was the first of many events taking place around the university during Green 

Week. The Green Fair provided a chance for students  to find out more about the 

University’s sustainable activities and how you can be more sustainable at home.  Stalls for 

the event included Belfast City Council, Eco-Home (ran by Tidy Northern Ireland; advises 

householders on how to save money on household bills, while still protecting the 

environment) , RSPB, Re-Store, Queen’s Carbon Management, and even a smoothie 

making Bicycle. 

 

 

Partnership with the Public Health Agency 
 
It is imperative at the Students’ Union that we continually strive to improve the campaigns 
that we run and the advice that we offer students. A huge constraint on improving the 
services that we offer is the amount of resources that we have at our disposal. It is therefore 
essential that we partner with external bodies that can help enhance the programmes that 
we carry out in the Students’ Union. 
 
In order to help achieve this aim I organised to meet with James Scott from FASA and 
Jacqui Frazer, the Project Development Officer at Belfast Health Development Unit. The 
meeting was also attended by Sarah-Louise Baird our VP Community, Connor Daly, VP 
Campaigns & Communication, and Agnes Crawford, the Education and Welfare Advisor in 
the Students Union. 
 
The meeting was very productive and both of these representatives have stated the 
willingness of their organisations to get involved in working with myself and the Students’ 
Union to help improve the campaigns we carry out and the materials we provide to students 
regarding Health and Wellbeing. As a result, I have been able to form a new Health 
Promotion Group and we will be meeting again later in the month.  
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Safe at Queen’s Elms 
 
I attended Safe at Queen’s Condom Drop at Elm’s Treehouse on Monday 25th November.  
 
This was a good chance to meet the Safe at Queen’s team and help them out with their 
good work with students. The next Safe at Queen’s Condom Drop will be taking place at the 
Treehouse on Monday 16th December. 
 

 
Meeting with Stuart Knox 
 
 
I met with property developer Stuart Knox on Thursday 28th November in the Students’ 
Union regarding purpose built student accommodation that he proposes to build on 
University Avenue. This to my knowledge is the first time that a private sector landlord has 
met with a member of the sabbatical team to gage the views of the union on rent prices and 
amenities that should be provided to students in their accommodation. It also provided me 
with the opportunity to provide this new landlord with information regarding new regulation, 
such as, the Tenancy Deposit scheme and to discuss the most common issues I encounter 
with landlords through students. Hopefully as a result of this meeting it will help ensure that 
students that rent from this landlord in the future will not encounter the common problems 
that many students have faced in the private rental market. 

 
 
Campus Cup 
 

Assisted Martin Lilly VP Club & Societies in the organisation and administering the Campus 
Cup 5 a-side tournament for over 50 students. The campus cup is a six week on-going 5 a-
side league and not only promotes socialising among students in a way that does not involve 
alcohol, but also promotes a positive message for health and well-being through 
encouraging students to engage in exercise.  

 

Strictly Come Dancing and Movember 

 

As a member of the Student Officer team I believe it is also important to get involved in 
projects and campaigns that are organised by members of the student body. 

I participated in Movember in order to contribute and assist RAG in raising money that will go 
towards benefitting men’s health and raising awareness of prostate and testicular cancer. 

I also participated in Strictly QUB organised by QUB Dance and I would like to congratulate 
all the people that participated in the event and the Dance team for organising a fun and well 
attended event. 
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“Are Ye Well?” 

 

I am currently in the process of planning the second “Are Ye Well?” day which will take place 
in The Peter Froggatt Centre on Thursday 10th December from 10am-2pm. 

 

 

 

Meetings Attended 

 

Queen’s University Belfast Management Board 

Meeting with Elaine from Estates 

Meeting with Conor O’Kane from Development and Alumni Relations Office 

Meeting with External Affairs and Tony Gallagher 

 

Other 

 

Aisling Awards. Europa Hotel.  

Joint Universities Showcase Event, Long Gallery, Stormont 

 

 

 


