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QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION 
 
 

Students’ Union Council 
10 February 2014 

 
 

Report of the Vice President Welfare 
 
 

This is my third report of the academic year to the Student Council. 
 
I hope that everyone had a great Christmas and New Years and that the examination period 
was as stress free as possible.  
  
If any councillor or student requires any additional information, I am more than happy to 
discuss any element of the report further. Please feel free to email me at 
su.vpwelfare@qub.ac.uk, phone me on 02890971002, or call into the sabbatical office. 
 
Best wishes, 
  
Tiernan 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Advice, Representation & Individual Counsel of Students 
  
   
Due to the nature of my post the vast majority of my time is taken up by the day-to-day 
representation and provision of advice to students.  
  
I continue to represent students at disciplinary hearings and committees of discipline. This 
generally entails creating a case file for the student(s), educating them on the disciplinary 
process and the possible outcomes of a disciplinary hearing, helping them prepare a robust 
and accurate defence statement, and representing them at the disciplinary hearing. The 
confidential nature of this element of my job restricts the amount of information that I can 
disclose in this report. 
  
As well as offering advice and representation to students surrounding issues relating to 
disciplinary proceedings, I have also dealt with a high amount of case work relating to 
accommodation advice. Issues surrounding accommodation tend to be varied; however, I 
have assisted students with queries relating to deposits that have been retained by 
landlords, issues with Belfast City Council and also unsatisfactory living conditions. Case 
work related to housing provides me with an opportunity to inform students of new schemes, 
such as, The Tenancy Deposit Scheme and helps to ensure that students are aware of their 
fundamental rights as tenants. 
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‘Are Ye Well?’ 10
th

 December 
 
For the first time in its three year existence ‘Are Ye Well?’ was brought to the Peter Froggatt 
Centre. The event occurred from 10am-2pm and had representation from; Queen’s 
University Health Centre, FASA, Volunteering and Enterprise Department, Students’ Union 
Welfare and Finance Advisors, Queen’s Sport, Carecall, Cancer Focus NI and Road Safety 
N.I. 
 
I am currently in the process of planning the next ‘Are Ye Well?’ day in the MBC on the 11th 
February 2014. This will be the final opportunity for students interested in quitting 
smoking to sign up to the Cancer Focus NI FREE Stop Smoking Clinic which will be 
holding sessions in the club rooms on a weekly basis from the 5th February. 
 
 

Alcohol Awareness 
 
Working alongside John O’ Donaghue, Dee Corbett and Tony Gallagher, the Alcohol 
Awareness Programme has received approval. As a result, students that have been brought 
to disciplinary proceedings by the university for a first offence in relation to alcohol 
consumption and anti-social behaviour as a result of alcohol consumption will be offered the 
option of attending a three hour Alcohol Awareness Programme at a cost of £30 as an 
alternative to the traditional method of fining students. This educational programme will 
better inform students on a range of issues such as, short and long-term effects of alcohol 
consumption, unit calculation and the effect that alcohol abuse has on others. 
 

‘Are Ye Well?’ Library Sessions 
 
The ‘Are Ye Well?’ tea & coffee session ran in the library Monday-Thursday from the 13th-
23rd January. Throughout this two week period we provided 3,000 cups of tea and coffee, 
1,313 bottles of water, 320 pieces of fruit and 64 packets of biscuits, to Queen’s students. 
Awareness of the programme was high with many students queuing prior to our first 
announcements at 10pm on most nights and it fulfilled its aim in encouraging students to 
take regular breaks from their studies. 
 
I would like to thank, Queen’s Catering for providing us with a second urn for the event, the 
staff in the SU Shop, my fellow sabbatical officers and all other volunteers from the university 
and students’ union for their help during the two week period.   

 
 
Students Union Visits 
 
Niall McShane, Gordon Douglas, several members of university staff and I visited 
Nottingham Trent Students’ Union, Leceister Students’ Union and Sheffield Students’ Union 
on the 23rd January and received tours of the buildings. The purpose of the trip was to 
benchmark our current facilities with that of other students’ union buildings and formulating 
ideas and plans to improve our current infrastructure. 
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Queen’s Scholars Selection 
 
 
Member of selection panel tasked with the responsibility of assessing videos submitted by 
candidates to the Queen’s Scholars Award. 

The award offered to selected students in one of the most prestigious available from any UK 
university. Ten students will become Queen's Scholars and study free of tution fees for the 
duration of their full-time, undergraduate course at Queen's. 

The award is open to students from schools in Northern Ireland only. These students must 
fulfil the following criteria: 

 Those assigned by the University as 'Northern Ireland' for fees purposes 
 Completing Year 14 (or equivalent) in a school or college in Northern Ireland in June 

2014 (not repeating the year) 
 An applicant's Area of Permanent Residence, Home Address and Correspondence 

Address (if different) must be in Northern Ireland 

 

National Student Survey 

 

I have delivered several talks to final year students at the request of their schools informing 
them of the importance of The National Student Survey and encouraging them to fill it out 
promptly. 

 

Northern Ireland School Visits 

 

I worked alongside Queen’s Communications and External Affairs department and visited 
local schools in Northern Ireland to discuss student life and living in the community. I believe 
this is a significant opportunity to educate and provide increase awareness of Student Union 
activities. These talks will include advice on safety in the university and South Belfast area 
and the importance of the student experience during one’s time at Queen’s. Similar to, say 
our Students’ Union induction presentations at the beginning of the academic year, I will 
discuss my own experiences and those of other students who have benefited and helped 
others through extra-curricular activities and volunteering. 
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Meetings Attended 

 

Meeting with John O’Donaghue 

Meeting with External Affairs and Tony Gallagher 

Marketing and Communications Needs 

Student Support Fund Meeting with SU President 

Students Support Fund Committee Meeting 

 

 

Other 

 

Law Winter Graduation Ceremony 

 

 


